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Reference made to FBI memorandum dated 
February 4, 1969 captioned as above. 

On February 7, 1969 , _ 
interviewed by Special Agents of the 
California. 

^IH^^3mltted that he went to Congressman Del 
Clausen's office in Dovmey, California on January 23# 1969 
in an effort to obtain advice from Clausen as to how to 





"clear his name" 

Bobby Kennedy, 
was a communist' ana ca 
resulted in the loss of a 
damage to his reputation, 
disliked the entire Kenne 
statement to the effect t 
Bobby Kennedy killed, 
secretary that he did knos 
was going to be killed, 
premonition of Bobby's del 
had been unable to do so. 
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LREAT XOAHiST PRESIDE! IT RICHARD B. NIXON 
SENATOR EDVARD KENNEDY, 

CONGRESSMAN DEL CLAUSEN, 

FORMER SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY, 

GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN (CALIFORNIA) 
JANUARY 24, 1969 



was unable to explain the 

premonition except that he n55 a "gift from 0od M that allows 
him to see Into the future, but that no one will believe him. 

he did not threaten Edward 
Kennedy, Governor Reagan, President Nixon or Clausen, but had 
merely told Clausen's secretary that unless he could get some 
help in clearing up his reputation, he Intended to withdraw . 
all of his contributions to their future campaigns, and that 
un for President of the United States himself. 

he felt that he could win if he got the 

nomination. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It Is the property of the FBI and Is 
loaned to your agency; It and Its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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to : DIRECTOR, FBI 



H '/ sac , LOS ANGELES 




subject: KENS ALT 

(LA File 56-156) 




THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT 
RICKARD H. NIXON, 

SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, 



CONGRESSMAN DEL CLAUSEN, 

FOR1-IER SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY, 
GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN (CALIFORNIA) 
JANUARY 24, 1969 
THREATS - MISCELLANEOUS 
(LA File 175-0-279) 



date: 2/14/69 



Los Angeles teletype Gated 1/24/69, Bureau letter 
dated l/31/69^an^Lo^An^eIes airtel dated 2/4/69, all 
concerning THREAT AGAINST PRESIDENT 

RICHARD M. 711X0/1", etc., and Bureau letter dated 1 / 27/69 
under "JCEII^UjTl^^aptlon, which requested Los Angeles to 
interview m^^Begardlng his statement that he ordered 
BOBBY KENNEDY killed. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of an FD-376 
and eight copies o^^Jgttgrhea^Ig^randiun (HIM) concerning 
the interview of An FD -302 of the 

interview Is being maintalnec^EwSosAngeles files. 

One copy of this LHM is being disseminated to 
United States Secret Service, Los Angeles. 
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Transmit the following in 
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AIRMAIL 

" ~~ ( Priority ) 



TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 

AC, SAN FRANCISCO (62-5481) (RUC) 



KENSALT 
(00: LA) 



RE: KHAIBAR KHAN, aka 

Khaibar Goodarziam 
and family 



Re LA airtel to SF, 2/4/69. 

Enclosed are 19 copfes of FD*302 representing re-interview 



Enclosed are 19 
Of "LAURENCE T>AVID STR 
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'“1 San Francisco 
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SAC, DETROIT (62-4217) 



SUBJECT: KENSALT 



hnc 



»>y 

Dedaostfy O' 

Re Los Angeles airtel, dated 2/12/69. C 



The ’Detroit News’* edition of 1/16/69, page 23A, 
contained an article about JABARA entitled, ’Detroiter 
Helps Underdog, And This Time It Is Sirhan’’. The article I 
states a Detroit lawyer who favors defending underdogs and ~ 
liberal causes, is a volunteer involved in the defense of *. 
SIRHAN SIRHAN on trial in Los Angeles for bis life for the 
killing of Senator ROBERT F« KENNEDY. This person is 30 years 

6 X Los Angeles (RM) 

2 - Detroit 

100-34653) 
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old and single and a partner In a law firm called Lafferty, 
Reosti, and Jabara, 726 Pa 11 inter, Detroit. 

The article states JABARA was born in Michigan of 
Lebanese parents and his mother still lives in Mancelona, 

Mich. 

The article states that JABARA speaks and writes 
Arabic, and was reared as a Moslem even while attending the 
Methodist Church in Mancelona, Mich. 

He attended the University of Michigan and graduated 
from law school at Wayne State University and also studied at 
American University In Beirut, Lebanon in 1965. 

The article states that it is because of his fluency 
in the Arabic language that he is involved in the SIRHAN trial. 

The article states that the defense was receiving 
many letters from all over the world bearing on the case, and 
many letters were in Arabic. JABARA is helping with the 
translations. JABARA is also helping to explain the California 
legal system to SIRHAN's parents during court sessions. 

The article states that plans call for JABARA to 
remain with the SIRHAN defense team until the first part of 
February when he is expected to return to Detroit. At that 
time, he and his partners are scheduled to defend three young 
men accused of local bombings of a draft board, police stations, 
and the CIA in Ann Arbor, Mich. 

The article states that JABARA is involved in the 
local chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union. 

The article states that JABARA lives in Highland Park 
and has three brothers and three sisters. 
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RELEASE: Wed., Feb. 19, 1969 

After 10 s.m. 

WEEKLY SUMMARY $37 . • ' - •* 

Re: The assassination of ■ ■ 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy . - 

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest 

in the assassination of Senator Robert F, Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1966, and pro- - 
ceedings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County 
District Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a 
weekly summary of the case. This is the 37th 
summary, and others will be for release on subsequent 
Wednesdays. 



t THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6 — - Two prospective alternate Jurors in the 
murder trial of Sirhan Bishara Sirhan were unseated today by peremptory 



challenges by both the prosecution and defense. 

Mrs. Zena F. Lewis was challenged on legal grounds by the prose- 
cution after she told Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker that she could 

decide on the matter of guilt or innocence, but that under no circum- 

• - 1 

stances could she vote a death penalty. 

Five alternate Jurors have been chosen and one seat remains to 
be filled, but both sides have 11 peremptory challenges. 

* * * 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7 — "Lawyers in the Sirhan murder trial 
labored without success today to complete selection of six alternate 
Jurors * , *•* reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner). 

.. Five prospective alternates were examined, but none were chosen. 
Mrs. ‘Linda S. Katrenich was excused because she was so opposed to the 

.i r- l ' -rV • - 



death penalty that she would never vote for it in a murder case, 



Another prospective juror, Mrs. Bemad ine Holmquist, said he: 

a.73/ 
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opinions of Sirhan were so strong that his defense lawyers would have to 

, f 

prove to her he should not be sent to the gas chamber for first degree 

murder, added the newspaper. * ■: — 

^ * * * - — ■ 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 — "Defense attorneys in the Sirhan murder 
trial expect the admitted slayer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy to go to 
prison for the killing, but they hope to save him from San Quentin’s gas 
chamber, 1 * a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) stated today. 

Continued the article: 

’This startling admission came from Sirhan’s chief defense 
counsel. Grant B, Cooper, as defense and prosecution continued their so 
far unsuccessful search for six alternates for the jury which will try 
the 24-year old Jordanian immigrant . i: 

Cooper told a prospective juror ’‘that not only would the defense 
concede Sirhan shot Kennedy, but also it would not attempt to win an 
acquittal for him. 11 

At recess yesterday, the defense lawyer said that this ’’has been 
our plan all along, but we haven’t said it publicly before. I thought it 
was time we did, s: the newspaper quoted Cooper as saying. 

Added the newspaper: 

Defense sources said Sirhan was aware of his lawyers’ strategy 
and accepted it. However, Cooper’s courtroom announcement appeared to 
upset the defendant • . 

. ■ ’ --v'O-r I- •* 

■ .7* SUNDAY , FEBRUARY 9 — Writing of jurors in the Sirhan case, 

John Douglas in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) noted that they 
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will soon t: begin airexperiment in communal living whirch may last a quarter 
of a year and end with their deciding whether a young man, will live or 
die.' 1 . - 

The 16 jurors (12 plus 6 alternates) will live in isolation in 
a downtown Los Angeles hotel (Biltmore), and their material needs will be 
the responsibility of Superior Court bailiffs. The Right Rev. Francis 
iSric Bloy, bishop" of the Los Angeles Episcopal Diocese, will be chaplain 
to the jury. 

1 For the jurors, the Biltmore experience will in many ways be 
like living in a prep-school dormitory. But the prefects will carry guns 
and wear uniforms of Los Angeles deputy sheriffs. 

’■There will be half a dozen stationed on the Biltmore* s sixth 
floor, where the county has taken over a full wing of 25 rooms for the 
jury. 

,: 2ach juror will have his own room for which the county will pay 
$9 a day. The deputy sheriffs will be housed in rooms costing $6 a day. 

‘When the jurors want privacy they can stay in their own rooms. 
If they seek the society of their colleagues, they will be able to do so 
in two recreation rooms. Television will be available — but censored by 
a deputy who will make sure that no television news of the trial is 
available to the jurors and alternates. 

"Jurors will also be able to read newspapers and magazines, but 
all reference to the Sirhan case will have been cut from these before the 
jurors see 'them. ... 

' * ’*Ch weekends, and — should the trial last that long — on 
holidays, they will be taken on trips. 
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v Deputy Sheriff Willard Polhemus, Judge Walker’s bailiff for 

m * 

the last nine years, will be ’social director’ for the jurors. He has 
done this job before. — 

K Weekends the jurors can be visited by their husbands and wives, 
if they have them. The visits can extend overnight, if the spouse is 
willing to pay the Biltmore $3 for a bed. 

’Meals will be paid for by the county at the rate of $$.50 a 
day. If a juror wants more food, or more expensive food, he has to pay 
for it himself. 

■ ’‘If a juror wants a drink, he can have one, provided he doesn’t 

want tod many. But, he will have to pay for them himself. The Comity of 
Los Angeles does not buy liquor, 

"When the trial is concluded, the jurors will know each other 
better than nearly any group in the world. 

’‘Among them will develop friendships and perhaps even love . . . 
"And perhaps hate," concluded the article. 

* * # 

MONDAY, FZBRUARY 10 — Dist. Atty. Zvelle J. Younger* whose 
office is prosecuting Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy, met today with prosecution and defense counsel in the 
chambers of Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker. 

Both sides said later they had discussed scale model parts of 
the Ambassador Hotel, where the senator was shot last June 5, They de- 
clined further comment, but one Los Angeles newspapei* (Times) speculated 
that Younger’s visit may mean ’a new development . . . in the case against 1 
Sirhan. 
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Meanwhile, Grant B, Cooper, one of Sirhan 's lawyers, today pre- 
dicted that the sixth and final alternate juror will be chosen tomorrow 
{Tuesday, February 11). - — - - 

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) quoted Cooper as 
saying that if the selection is completed by noon on Tuesday, Chief Dep. 
Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton can make his opening statement on Thursday, 
February 13- 

The alternate jurors, tentatively seated, include Clarence Yaw, 
businessman; Mrs . Eleanor Landgreen, wife of an insurance adjustor; John 
■H. Johnson, computer design engineer; and Mrs. Bertha Feenstra, wife of an 

t 

electrician. 

All could be removed by defense and prosecution peremptory 
• challenges — those for which lawyers need give no reason. 

Concerning today's meeting in the judge's chambers, the news- 
paper said "major carpentry that will be needed in the eighth floor Hall 
of Justice courtroom where Sirhan is being tried s: was discussed.' 

Continued the newspaper; 

'The Los Angeles Police Department's special- Sirhan task force ’ 
has constructed two scale models — one of the ground floor of the 
Ambassador Hotel, the other of the kitchen off the hotel's Embassy Room 
where Kennedy was shot. 

'■The larger mockup will give the jury a view of the scene of the 
crime. It will be used instead of letting the jurors visit the hotel. 
Security considerations for Sirhan rule out a visit to the scene. 

'■The second model — that of the kitchen — will probably be 
introduced in evidence, Cooper said. 
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1 Both very large and will t considerable re- 

arrangement of the small courtroom. 1: 

As for selection of alternate jurors, 23 prospective ones were 
examined today, two tentatively seated were removed by prosecution and 
defense challenges and two replacements were named. 

Three prospective alternates were challenged by Dep. Dist. Atty. 
John iS. Howard after they expressed strong convictions against the death 
penalty. In two cases, Cooper opposed the prosecution challenge. The 
third was not contested. 

# * # , 





TUESDAY, ' FEBRUARY 11 — During a discussion on the Los Angeles 



County court system today, County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn t: was especially 
critical of the cost of bringing Sirhan B. Sirhan to trial in the assas- 
sination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and the weeks spent in picking the 
Sirhan jury,” reported Ray Zeman, county bureau chief, in a Los Angeles 
newspaper (Times). 

At the Board of Supervisors meeting, the 10-member special study 
commission on judicial procedures was asked to review the administration 
of justice in the county and make recommendations. 

(Sen. Kennedy was slain on June 5, 1968, and indicted by the 
Grand Jury two days later. Jury selection began on January 13 > 1969). 

With the selection of six alternate jurors today, Superior Judge 
Herbert V. Walker swore in the alternate panel and released all 18 jurors 
until 8 p.m. tomorrow (Wednesday, February 12) when they are to report to 
the Biltmore Hotel to be sequestered for the length of the trial. 

The alternate jurors include: 

Miss Gloria J. Haffey; George Stitzel,. a Los Angeles Times 
pressroom foreman; Miss Ruth A. Stillman, insurance company adjuster; 

John H. Johnson, computer designer; Clarence Yaw, oil company purchaser; 
and Mrs. Eleanor B,. Landgreen, housewife and mother of three sons. 

* ft ft 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12 — The reasons for the Sirhan trial — the 

assassination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy — If have been obscured in the past 

few weeks as defense and prosecution lawyers have stepped through the 

delicate minuet of jury selection and preliminary motions,” John Douglas, 

* 

staff writer, noted in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) today. 
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However, he reported things ' : will he back in perspective 
tomorrow 1 * (Thursday, February 13 ) when the prosecution opens the case for 
the People. " 

; v- J While there is little argument about the basic facts of Kennedy's 
murder, Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton told Douglas, l? there are 
things people don't know. 11 - •- ‘ 

These will be revealed when the prosecution makes its opening 
statements to the jury and alternates, l! but they will ring loudest in the 
ears of the man whose fate they are designed to seal — Sirhan, continued 
Douglas'. 

After the presentation by the prosecution, one of the defense 
attorneys, Snile Zola Berman, will speak, said the newspaper. 

'•The defense strategy is to move as rapidly as possible to take 
the edge off ,: of the prosecution’s presentations, ‘‘which it admits will be 
very damaging. K 

The prosecution "is going for the jugular. Sirhan admits slaying 
Kennedy, and his lawyers concede he cannot escape punishment. But they 
that penalty to be paid in prison, not in the death house. 

"The prosecution wants the jury to find the youthful Jordanian 
immigrant guilty of first degree murder, and then, in the subsequent 
penalty trial, to condemn him. 1 ’ 

Continued the newspaper: 

’'The defense views the Kennedy murder, in part, as a political 
assassination. As it seeks to prove that Sirhan acted under 'diminished 
capacity 1 -- that his killing of Senator Kennedy was without malice — 
f^-fense Lawyer Russell) Parsons believes that it may be necessary to show 
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* Mt obsession with the Arab-Israeli struggle, and Kennedy's avowed es- 
,v usal of the Israeli cause preyed on Sirhan’ s mind. ' Witnesses will be 
"'educed to testify to this. 

• ’’Nucleus of the defense case will be the Sirhan family, com- 
' 'triots of the young Arab, and a team of forsensic psychiatrists, headed 
X ‘V UCLA’s Dr. Bernard Diamond. . ’ * 1 ' 

,: Then, forecasts Dep. Dist. Atty. David Fitts: ; 

17 ’The true arena of this conflict will become the mind of Sirhan 



v M‘han» 111 . ... 

*■ Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) today .declared 
' ’at ,: Sirhan Bishara Sirhan probably will plead guilty to first-degree 

St 

'’rder in the slaying of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy . . . t! 

* * # 



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 — The prosecution made its opening state- 
' s nt today in the Sirhan B. Sirhan case, after Superior Judge Herbert V. 

'v . . . 

' v lker denied a motion for mistrial made by Defense Lawyer Grant B. Cooper. 

The motion for a mistrial was based on grounds that a story in a 

%► * 

~ v, s Angeles newspaper (Times) yesterday ^prejudiced Sirhan’s rights to a. 

■ « . * " 

Mr trial by saying the 24 -year old defendant probably would change his 

> . * 

v ea from innocent to guilty of first-degree murder , n wrote Dave Smith, 

^ aff writer. 

The denial was issued by the judge after he questioned the jurors 
v Myately in chambers. "Though several jurors admitted hearing of the 
^ 'dry. Judge Walker said, all agreed they could disregard it and decide 
^ 3 case solely on the basis of evidence produced in court,” the news- 
1 per related. 
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Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts made the opening statement for 
the prosecution and presented this information: 

Sirhan was in the Ambassador Hotel kitchen 47 hours before the 
assassination and was seen by' two witnesses. 

Returning to the kitchen on June 5, 1963, Sirhan shot the 
Senator at almost point-blank range, firing several shots which fatally 
wounded Kennedy and injured five others. 

On the day of the shooting, Sirhan spent most of the time at the 
San Gabriel Valley Gun Club, and told another club patron he was going to 
use his. gun for hunting. 

15 It could kill a dog, r Fitts said Sirhan told a witness who will 
testify later in the trial, reported a Los. Angeles newspaper (Herald- 
Examiner). 



Sirhan told Jess Unruh, former State Assembly speaker, he shot 
Kennedy l: Xor my country. ;T The statement was made when Unruh accompanied 
Sirhan and two police officers to the Rampart Division Police Station fol- 
lowing the arrest of the Jordanian immigrant. Unruh will testify to this 
Fitts said, according to the newspaper, 

Fitts began his presentation with a series of key dates, which 
he listed in chronological order. 

The first was August 10, 1965, when Albert Leslie Herts purchased 
a .22 caliber ^Cadet” Iver-Johnson, eight-shot revolver. The pistol 
ja ''sntually found its way into the possession of George Erhart, a co-worker 
of Minir Sirhan, the defendant’s brother. 

On the. next date, on or about February 2, 1968, Fitts added, 
Erhart drove to the Sirhan home in Pasadena, with a companion and ”in the 
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daylight hours waited jointly Tor Munir and Sirhan Sirhan.” The purpose 
of the visit was to sell Munir the gun, reported the newspaper. 

Munir produced $19 and the defendant paid $6 for the gun. 

On June 1, 196$* Sirhan visited a gun shop in Pasadena, where he 
purchased ’'several boxes of .22 caliber ammunition called ’mini-magnum’ 
from a clerk , K said Fitts. .... , 

Getting ahead of my story f ,: Fitts continued, ‘-Sen. Kennedy was 

r 

killed' with mini-magnum ammunition.’ 1 

On June 2, 1963, there was a reception for the Senator and * . 

among those who attended was Sirhan Sirhan. He was observed in the lobby 
.« • 

area” of the Ambassador Hotel. 

Fitts also stated that Mrs. Miriam Davis went into the Ambassador 
kitchen for a drink of water and T: she observed Sirhan in one of the kit- 
chens leaning on a bar, dressed casually. She mistook him for a hotel 
employee. 

’’She will testify at this trial. * v 

The next date noted by Fitts was June 4, 1963, election day. 

Sirhan went to the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club where he ’’spent hours on 

* 

the pistol range, engaged in rapid fire practice at which he excelled.” 

v 

On June 5, said Fitts, Sirhan ’’stood on a tray rack in a recess 
area immediately alongside the ice machine. Sirhan stepped quickly from 
the rack ... 

’’The Senator stood all unaware. 

” Sirhan reached into the waistband of his trousers. 

”He walked to the side of Karl Uecker (hotel maitre de standing 
with Kennedy) ... 
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i: He extended his right arm across in front of Uecker. His left 
hand was in the vicinity of the Senator’s head * . . and at point-blank 
range he fired, eight shots. 



,: It is probably the first shot that resulted in the Senator’s 
death 25 hours later. 

i: The muzzle range (of this shot) was one inch. Kennedy’s right 
hand went to his right ear.- 

The force of the shots knocked Kennedy to the ground. r He fell 
backward and came to rest diagonally to the ice machine.” 

* Fitts said that Bill Barry, a Kennedy bodyguard, wrestled the 

gun away from Sirhan, but the wiry Jordanian regained it. ”... the- scene 

* 

was complete pandemonium ... 

‘•‘Roosevelt Grier (former football star and member of the Kennedy 
team) was accompanying Mrs. fithel Kennedy . . . They were still outside 
the kitchen . ■ 

•'Grier is a large man 

,: He pushed his way through the crowd . . . and wrestled the gun 
from the defendant .... 

t: He gave it to Rafer Johnson (former Olympic decathlon star and 
another Kennedy partisan) for safekeeping . . ,’ s 

Fitts continued, ’-‘Johnson asked, ’ Why did you do it?” 5 
’’Sirhan answered, ’I will explain. 1 ” 

Fitts then proceeded to tell of Sirhan* s arrest and his refusal 
to divulge his name to police. * 

When Travis YJhite, one of the police officers who arrested 

r *• 

Sirhan, asked the defendant about the crime, Sirhan replied: ‘You think 
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t 

X am crazy ... so you can use it in evidence against me . . 

... Sirhan carried no documents when arrested, but did have an 

automobile key and $480.10 in cash, including four $100 bills. 

The key led to tracing the defendants car parked near the Am- 
bassador Hotel. .In the car was Sirhan* s wallet and a receipt for ammuni- 
tion bearing his fingerprints. 

Sirhan, continued Fitts, was not identified until his brother, 
Munir, went to the Pasadena Police Station to identify him. 

Kennedy, related the deputy district attorney, was taken to the 
Central Receiving Hospital and later transferred to Good Samaritan Hospi- 
tal, where a team of physicians, led by Dr. Henry Cuneo, performed brain 
surgery. 

A bullet was recovered which ballistics tests will show was 
fired from Sirhan 1 s gun, Fitts alleged. 

Continuing his narration, Fitts stated: 

,; At roughly 1:45 a.m. , June 6, 1968, the Senator expired. He 
was pronounced dead by Dr. Cuneo. t: 

There were 1 five bullet holes in the coat the Senator was 
wearing — three entry holes and two exit, ,! said Fitts. ,! Tests showed 
that the muzzle range for all the shots fired ranged from one to six 
inches. 



,: The evidence in this case will show that the defendant, Sirhan 
Sirhan,. alone was responsible for this tragic incident. 

* : He acted alone and not in concert with others . . concluded 
Fitts. ’ 



One Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) reported that, l: The 
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defense scored one point during the prosecution opening. 

’■Fitts tried to make reference to diaries Sirhan kept which were 
seized in a search of his Pasadena home the morning of the shooting. The 
defense, which claims they were seized illegally, objected, and Judge 
Herbert V. Walker, presiding over the trial, sustained their objection.” 
Before Fitts began his presentation, Judge Walker told the 
jurors that all of the attorneys were "competent, ethical and good lawyers." 

He also stated that opening statements were not to be considered 
as evidence, but rather as outlines of what the defense and prosecution 
propose* to prove. 



* s ff Xt 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14 — ,f Sirhan Bishara Sirhan rose from his 
- ‘ / . 
chair to protest the opening statement of his own defense counsel Friday, . 

as attorney Emile Zola Berman described him as an 1 immature, emotionally 

disturbed and mentally ill youth, 1 " reported Dave Smith, staff writer, in 

a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

As Berman said his client, the accused assassin of Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy, was mentally ill, Sirhan began to rise from his chair 
and murmured i: No, No, ,: continued the writer. 

At this point, Superior Court Inspector William Conroy leaned 
over the chair of Michael McCowan, defense investigator, and said -“Talk 
to him, Mike. ,: 

McCowan leaned over, pushed Sirhan back into his chair with both 
•hands and lectured him for several minutes as Berman continued his opening 
statement . 

In his remarks, Berman said, "There is no 1 doubt and we have told 
you this from the beginning, that he did in fact fire the shot that killed 
Senator Kennedy. 11 

Berman added that his client ,: admired and loved" the Senator and 
killed the Senator when i: he was out of contact with reality, in a trance 
in which he had no voluntary control over his will, his judgment, his 
feelings or his actions. 1 

The attorney said that the killing r was unplanned and undeliber- 
ate; impulsive and without premeditation or malice, totally a product of a 
sick, obsessed mind and personality. 1 ' 

He then outlined a story of wartime atrocity and childhood 
emotional disturbance in Sirhan’ s first 12 years in his native Palestine, 



more 
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saying that it was at the sight of violence in the Israeli-Arab conflicts, 
and exposure to danger and flight from bombs that Sirhan began to experi- 
ence spells or trances, 

Berman claimed that psychiatrists and sociologists would support 
defense evidence ,that these experiences left the defendant with obsessions 
and fantasies that deepened seriously after the family immigrated here in 
1957, finally leaving him so mentally deteriorated that he was incapable 
of premediated murder, the newspaper reported. 

The late Senator ’s campaign statements in May and June, 1963, 

' * 

advocating U. S, military aid to Israel were a ’-'heavy shock 5 ' to Sirhan, 
said Berman. 

In concluding the opening statement, Berman asked the jury ,r to 
listen to the evidence, to adopt what science has to offer and to consult 
your conscience. In short, let true justice be done." 

Following the statement, the prosecution called three witnesses, 
Karl Uecker, assistant maitre d'hotel at the Ambassador Hotel; Edward 
Minasian, formerly an assistant maitre d’hotel; and Juan Romero, former 
busboy. 



Uecker told the jury that he was leading Sen. Kennedy by the 
right hand from a victory celebration in the Embassy Ballroom to another 
party on the floor below when an unidentified Kennedy aide told him: 

-No, we’re not going to go there. We’re going to the press 

room. , '_ 

It was last-minute decision, said the hotel official. As Uecker 
led Kennedy, someone brushed past him quickly as he looked another way, 
and Uecker heard :, something like a firecracker, ;f followed by another and 
another. 
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The first "firecracker, 1: the prosecution told the jury in its • 
opening statement yesterday, was a bullet fired from one inch from the 

Senator's head, and is believed to have been the shot that resulted in his 

* » . 

death 25 hours later. 

-- Minasian, who was also leading the Senator, said he believed 
Kennedy saw the gun that took his life. 

,; I believe he raised his hand to try to protect himself because 
I’m sure he saw the revolver, the same as I did, 1; Minasian told the jury. 

The other witness, Romero, said he knelt beside the stricken 
senator and placed a rosary in the dying hand. •» 

The defense lawyers questioned the three witnesses " closely on 
the placement of large wall mirrors outside the Ztabassy Ballroom, where 
. Sirhan is said to have loitered for much of the evening," reported a Los 
Angeles newspaper (Times). 

Continued the article: 

"The purpose of these questions was not specified, but they 
seemed to indicate the defense might attempt to show that Sirhan was in a 
state of self-induced hypnosis at the time of the slaying. 

"The questions recalled Berman’s earlier statements about Sirhan 
dabbling with mystic experiments with fishing sinkers, candles and mirrors 
•his "spells” and "trances” and hypnosis performed on him since the 
assassination by defense psychiatrists. ■ , 
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UNITED STATES GO^R-NMENT 

Memorandum 




TO :S&, LOS ANOEIZS 




date: Eirch 3 , 195? 




51 cards o 




is information is being furnished for Information purposes, only, 
e current regarding his employ ms nt. 



\n<- 



ftLL INFORMATION CONTAINED 





/)UU 



fc7C. 



On 3/4/69, whilst die cussing another utter with 
mr j.amrewhr w ILLS, Antitrust Division Attorney 

*t I/O# Angeles, "H/ . VsUMJiKK V lLLE moot lone dvthat his son was 
a school acquaintance of SIRHAH SIRHAH yra had tsksn some 
classes with him, He advised that on bus evening of the 
assassination his eon, ftAWggKCB P, SQ nME RVILLS . ran into 
SIRHAH at Pasadena City ool'i ego, tURniCRUlLL'i stated that 
as nearly as he could reconstruct, tnls contact would have 
been around 7*30 p.m. Be eald that on the day following 



the aesasal nation when SIRHAH* s Identity was disclosed on the 
news his son exclaimed that he knew SIRHAH and had spoken 
to him on the previous night. Be e&ld hie eon told him 
that he had not seen SIRHAH for a long time but spoke to 
him calling him by name whereupon SIRHAH spoke to his son 
and called him by name. 



.Mr. SOHMERVILLB advised that he had his son csll 
the Pasadena Police Department end advise them of his 
acquaintance with SIRHAH and the police indicated they 
mould notify the Los Angeles police authorities. 

POMMERVIH stated that hie sonhas never been contacted 
by the police but subsequently around December of last year 
someone from ABC neve visited the HOHKERVZLLB.home and 
spoke with his son. They had a woman TV reporter and a 
camoraan there during the Interview. He said he never 
saw this on television and did not know whether the 
interview ever appeared on television. 



This matter was brought up by $QMKE3?YXLLK during a 
conversation about a possible threatening letter that 
* £GMMBRVILX£ had readvsd and he brought up the SIRHAH matter 
as a possibility for the person sending him this latter 



obtaining his address. However, 
to be unlikely as the letter wi 
official Job designation and 





aald ha considered this 
cted to him at his 
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Lk 









i. . viriC 



Ivised that ha resides 
California, telephone 

Se a aid hie son attends school hat could usually" 
contacted in the afternoons* fie remarked that tils son 
was home today. 
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SUBJECT: KEN SALT 



ReBuairtel 2/27/69. 



All INFORMATION CONTAINED 
J® j£ ^CLASSIFIED / 



On 3/3/69 LYNN COHPTOU, who is head'of ^bie District 
Attorney’s staff handling the case involving SIRHAil BISHARA 
.SIRHAK, was contacted regarding the Inquiries made by the 
Department of Justice. These inquiries were reviewed with Mr. 
COMPTON, and he advised that he had no objection to the FBI 
cond\>eting discreet inquiry in this matter at this time. Ho 

e questions posed by the Department c.s 
ad been resolved to a great degree by 
ion conducted to date, and that he considered the 
completed. 

On 3/3/69 Deputy Chief ROBERT A. HOUGHTON, Los Angelos 
Police Department (LAPD) , was contacted, and Deputy Chief 
HOUGHTON advised that he felt inquiries along this line might 
be better instituted following the conclusion of tho current 
trial. He advised that the LAPD, on the basis of th* 
^gmination and FBI reports, has concluded that 
connection .with the current matter, and 
_kh as fully cooperated in hie interviews that were conducted 
by the LAPD. 






In connection with Item 1 of the Department’s request. 




3 - Bureau (AM) 

2 - Miami (l^-lB80) (AM)(Encs. - 3) 

2 - New York (AM) (fries. - 3) 

2 - San Francisco (62 ~$4.8l )(A14)(Snc. - 1) 

•2 - Los Angeles 

tap 1 »t 

e_ic.a^ 

*** /huC *^ 



Approved; 





Sent 















Special A^vj.1 




LA 56-156 






the Departmental memorandum notes parenthetically that 
identified two other persons who were former students wh 1 
recoenizedand who were friends of SIRHAN. 



indicates that two 



nd SIRBAN were speaking 
did not know cnese indiv idu als. thou gh h e 
hey all went out 



Vith regard to Item 2 , the actlviti 
set forth for June in Los Angeles letterhead memorandum 
dated 1/27/69. 



urns 



In connection with the Department f s request for 
additional polic^^^y^^J^j^ar^now in possession of fill 
data with regard|[^^^^^^^^^|H|^3pect of this matter. 



e Dona 



t also asked, in addition to Interview 



the FBI identif 






It is anticipated that 
be utilised by the defense on 3/1 



ill possibly 

!SS. 






U. 56-156 





A U' 
tr7 c 



The request of the Department concerning other mem- 
bers of the Student Club of the Southern California District 
Communist Party (SCDCP) is being reviewed. Their individual 
files are being analv 2 efl ^nd It is anticipated that following 

neSBoers will be contact^^gu^^nv inform 
mation they may possess regarding statement con- 
cerns SIRHAN and any Information they theme ^We^ne^poasass 
concerning SIRHAN BI5KARA SIRHAN, At the same time, it should 
be noted that there is absolutely no indication that any members 
of this Club have ever been associated in any way with SIRHAIi, 
the SIRHAN family or the assassination of Senator ROBERT KENNEDY. 

cisco Division is origin in the case 
and, accordingly, for the benefit 
s enclosed herewith a photograph of 
connection with their interview eT 
It is noted that the Depar 

that 





Each office is requested to prepare the 

’©suits of their efforts in an insert form suitable for in- 
clusion in a LHK that will be prepared by Los Angeles, 

The Los Angeles Division will interview all persons 
named b^th^^ena^jiinajit and attempt to Identify the two indi- 
viduala^^^^^^^^kSIRKAN met on 5/2/68. 
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WEEKLY SUMMARY f 38 
Re: The assassination of 
Senator Robert F.; Kennedy 

m * 

* 

Rote to editors: Because of the widespread interest 

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in. 

Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro- 
ceedings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County 
District Attorney Eve lie J. Younger is publishing a 
weekly summary of the case. This is the 38th 
summary, and others will be for release on subsequent 
t Wednesdays. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17 — The prosecution today called seven wit- 
nesses in the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen. 

Robert F. Kennedy. 

Roosevelt Grier, former Los Angeles Ram tackle and how host of 

a TV show, told the court that he folded Sirhan’s leg around his (Grier’s) 

arm ,: and put him on top of a table." ' 

Soon after grabbing Sirhan, Grier related, he saw "one guy 
hurting his leg and some people coming at him from the front, so I swung 
on them and kicked the guy back and they seemed to realise we were trying 
save the guy, so they stopped." 

Another witness was Assemblyman Jesse Unruh, who said he was 
"terribly aware that we could have a repeat of the Oswald situation," and 

■f 

• « . 

i phouted repeatedly, "Don’t kill him, don’t kill him, we’ve got to keep him 
gg alive.*' 

(Lee Harvey Oswald, accused of assassinating President John F. 

- • ^ 

Kennedy in November, 1963, was murdered before being brought to trial). 

f Unruh also declared that he shouted, "If the system works at all, 
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at all, are are going to try this one" — presumably Sirhan, reported a 
Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

| | [ __ t< _ ^ m*. V * • * 

The newspaper also relate’d that "defense questioning of both Drier 
and Onruh brought out that. Sen. Kennedy *s detour through the kitchen 
corridor where* he met death was a last minute change of plan." 

> - ■ ' m » »-V 

— Also testifying was Vincent DiPierro, a part-time waiter at the 
hotel. 

The newspaper noted that he had acknowledged seeing a "girl In the 

polka dot dress" and further acknowledged that on July 1 he admitted his 

. • * 

story was false. 

"Monday DiPierro testified that he had seen a girl In a polka dot 
dress earlier that night, and that after talking to another witness, 
Sandra Serrano , -he had i Injected'— the girl into the events immediately 
surrounding the Bhootlng. 

"At that time both Miss Serrano and DiPierro described the girl as 
wearing a black and white polka dot dress and standing near Slrhan, 
perhaps even talking to him. 

_ " Pep. Plat. Atty. David N._Pitts produced seven photographs of 
Valerie Schulte, whom Di Plerro said he believed was the same girl. In 
the photographs, however. Miss Schulte's dress was of yellow polka dote 
on a golden background. No further connection was made between Miss 
Schulte and the shooting scene."’ 

Other witnesses today included John W. Gall Ivan, Jr. , an advance 

mm ~ 

man for the late senator; Jesus Perez, Ambassador Hotel kitchen worker; 
Martin Patrusky, a hotel bartender; and Frank J. Burns, Jr. , a Kennedy 
campaign worker. 

"All gave eyewitness accounts of the slaying, Perez and Patruskjr 



more- 





y 

O 

... testifying that Slrhan had loitered in the corridor foi*. about half an 
'hour before Sen. Kennedy came through , repeatedly asking if they knew 
whether lie planned to come that way," reported Dare Smith, staff writer 
for a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

i r'fi « * * 

..TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18 — Testifying today for the prosecution in the 
81rhan B. Slrhan case were: 

• * 

-Everett C. Buckner, rangemaster of the San Gabriel Valley Gun Club 

where Slrhan went target-practicing June the eve of the assassination: 

s Valerie Schulte, 22, former manager of. Senator Robert F. Kennedy* s 
campaign office In Goleta, and who was identified from photographs as the 
girl Vincent DIPierro, a witness yesterday, thought he saw near the scene 

' — of the shooting at the Ambassador Hotel; 

, * «• 

William Barry, chief of security for the slain senator; and 

♦ * 

Rafer Johnson, former Olympics decathlon champion. 

Reported Dave Smith, staff writer for a Los Angeles newspaper ' 

"The cross-examination of witnesses helped dismiss for awhile the 
underlying fact that the outcome of this phase of Slrhan* s trial — now. 
seven weeks old — is a foregone conclusion: Slrhan did kill Sen. Kennedy 

, and will not be acquitted; the only point at issue is determining the 
penalty. 

**En route to that point, the prosecution is laying out its entire 
case in an effort to show that Slrhan *s act was sufficiently premedi- 
tated to warrant a conviction of first-degree murder. . 

"The defense is bearing with the testimony on the uncontested point 
in order to undermine whatever evidence of premeditation they can and, 
if necessary, discredit witnesses who could strengthen the prosecution 
claim of malice aforethought.** 
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The newspaper reported that Defense Atty. Grant B., Cooper "employed 
. * 

ibis tactic" on Buckner. In attacking his credibility, "Cooper also 



♦rote tbe-f lnish toa -statement -that months ago -provided alight “fuel to 
•peculation that Sirhan might have been part of a conspiracy." 

This came 'about when Cooper cited a statement of Buckner's last 




"Didn't you say that a lady was with him (Sirhan)?" Cooper asked. 
She witness replied, "No, I said a lady came up and he showed her how to 
ahoot." 



Continued Cooper to Buckner, "Did you or did you not say at that 
time that the lady told Sirhan, ’Get out of here, God damn you. Some- 
body will recognize us?'" 

__ Buckner denied making the^ statement, then^sald he had to ld police 
"it sounded that way," and that "I couldn't hear them that well." 



Cooper then asked Buckner if he had not taken a lie detector test 



and flunked it. Buckner answered he had "Just flunked on that question." 

■"“At "this point , “Dep. “Dist. Atty. David N. “Pitts objected to the lie 
detector tests, stating they were inadmissible. The exchange was stride*, 
from the record. 

' Miss Schulte told the court that she couldn't have run at all last. 
June because she was on crutches as the result of a skiing accident, 
and still wears a brace on her right leg. 

(DiPierro and Sandra Serrano, a witness yet to be called, told 
Investigators last Bummer they had seen a girl in a black and white polka 
dot dress, talking to Sirhan and that she later ran from the scene, 
shouting, "We shot him.") 

Miss Schulte said she was wearing a polka dot dress, but not black 
and white. She exhibited the garment she wore that night. It was a 
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lime green mini-dress with canary yellow polka dots. 

— The witness also related she never even noticed Sirhan until the 
first shot was fired. * 

Barry described in a subdued and halting voice how he got separated 



from Kennedy, and explained that the Senator after finishing a victory 

/ • j 

*• •• 

* ■ . * 

statement Jumped from the back of the stage instead of returning in 

Barry '& direction. 

" (He said he was back in the crowd, assisting Mrs. Kennedy and trying 
to catch up when the first shot was fired). 

A 

Johnson told of his part in the struggle to subdue Sirhan after the 

s 

first shot was fired. Johnson related that he took possession of Sirhan r s 
gun, after Roosevelt Grier, former Los Angeles Rams tackle, who testifi?* 
yesterday, disarmed the suspect. 

"One brief flurry of excitement interrupted the trial when (Superior 
Judge Herbert V, Valker ordered the courtroom cleared after Bailiff 
Willard Polhemus reported a ticking noise in his desk," reported a Los 
Angeles newspaper (Times). 

; -—'After a -short search, it was discovered that telephone repair; in' 
the building were causing a solenoid in Polhemus* desk phone to click 
at regular intervals." 

> « • 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19 — The prosecution In the case of Slrhan B ; 
Slrhan, the accused assassin of Senator Robert F. Kennedy today called 
the following to testify 

George Plimpton, author; editor and Kennedy supporter; 

. Paul Schrade, regional vice president of the United Auto Workers 

„ . ^ . . 

and a member of the senator's entourage, who was Among those Injured. 

Larry Kenneth Amot, a former clerk at a Pasadena gun shop; 

* "Mrs , Elisabeth Evans, who was Injured the night of the assassinate ^ • 

Ira Goldstein, who was also Injured; 

Irving Stroll, another person who sustained Injuries; 

George C. Erhard, Jr., who sold the gun used In the assassination 
to Slrhan 1 s brother, Munir; 

William Price, who accompanied Erhard and another man to the scone 
of the gun sale; and 

Mrs, Albert Leslie Hertz, who said she gave the gun to her *-- - 

.Mrs... Dana Westlake, who also testified today. 

Plimpton, according to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), said that 
'arter'Slrhan shot TCennedy'and'waS'grabbed T?y “aides of the -senator, -SirMan 
was, "compared to the circle of people around him ... enormously 
composed. . • 

"Amid this hurricane of sound and feeling, he seemed like the eye of 
the hurricane ... He seemed p'urged," the newspaper quoted Plimpton. 

; ftoe author told the court that Immediately after the shooting he 
grabbed for the gun along with several others, but didn't see the senator 
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* * • * 

fall to the floor. 

■’ * “didn't have -enough ^courage -to* look hack dn that-Hirection," he 
added. 




Schrade testified about being seriously wounded in the hall of 
.gunfire and when .walking with the senator he observed "all hell breaking 
loose. 1 heard some crackling noises, like electricity, and 1 saw some 
flashes. I was badly shaken and I thought we were being electrocuted." 

He was shot in the head. Just above the hairline, but has since 
recovered. 

Amot, acknowledged under questioning by Dep. hist. Atty. David H. 
Pitts that he sold two boxes of .22-caliber ammunition to. Slrhan. 

"Then," related a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) "he began to tell 



of three men — one of them presumably Slrhan — who entered the shop 



■ on the date of the sale. 




"Amot. was quickly interrupted by Pitts, who asked him if a lie 

. ■ 

'detector test later administered to him had not castdoubt on that' story. 
"Arnot admitted that this was true. 

"Defense Atty. Grant B. Cooper then asked Amot: ’The truth of 

, the matter is, you don't remember to whom you sold that ammunition, do 
you?' 

said Arnot," 

Erhard said he and Price and another person, whom he could not 

remember, met Munir Slrhan on a Pasadena street corner and sold' the 

* . 

gun to Munir for $25, after originally demanding $30* 
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Frice related that Munir Sirhan borrowed $5 from Sirhan Slrhan 
when Munir purchased the gun. Frlce also recalled holding the weapon 
end turning it over to Sirhan B. Sirhan. 

Tracing the history of the gun was Mrs. Hertz who said her husband 
-originally purchased It following the Watts riots of 1965. She testified 
she gave the gun to her daughter, Mrs. Westlake, and told her to "throw 
it, on. .the dump," according to a story In a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

Mrs. Westlake testified she didn't throw the gun on the dump but 
Instead stored It In the attic of her home. 

In the fall of 1967, she gave it to Erhard, the newspaper related. 

t • • 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 — "Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker's 
Insistence that the Jury determine any penalty In the murder of Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy has all but eliminated the possibility of a guilty 
-plea by Sirhan Bishara Sirhan," a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported 
today. 

Continued the article: 

?Slrhan and his attorneys were willing to plead guilty to first 




degree murder last week — on condition that the defendant be guaranteed 
a life term rather than the death penalty. 

"But Sirhan balked at the last minute, when Judge Walker refused 

to give his required consent to the arrangement. The 69 -year old 

. ♦ < 

Jurist indicated he would accept a guilty plea only on condition that 
the penalty be set by the Jury. 
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-Xater he is said to have confided that his. reason for this was 

* 

~a -resolve -to guarantee a full airing of the facts surrounding the 



senator* s assassination* 

'* ^Sirhan ‘.then reportedly took the position, after consulting with 

♦ 

his lawyers, that the jury might vote the death penalty even if it 

* * * 

were not sought by the prosecution*" 

The article then raised the question of why the prosecution 
and defense decided "to take the proposal -of a change of plea to 
Judge ,Y/alker. 1; 

Said the newspaper; • 

u The defense attorneys conceded that Sirhan did the shooting. 
They have publicly stated that their main goal in the case is to save 



his life* 



< 




"By agreeing to a change in plea, with a guaranteed life prison 
tern, they would have accomplished such a mission. 

-••The prosecution, on the other hand, fully intended from the 

* 

beginning to seek the death penalty — and felt there vras a good 
chance of success. 

•‘However, psychiatric reports furnished to both prosecution 
and defense reduced these chances. 

•The prosecution is said to have felt that if it had only a 
marginal chance of securing the death penalty for Sirhan, the in- 

«■ m 

t ere St of the public might best be served by accepting a guilty plea, 
with life in prison, thus saving a great deal of time and expense end 
personal anguish for the families and individuals involved. 

‘■And the prosecution has indicated that it would make public 
the full record of its investigations in the event of a guilty plea. 
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. ^Presumably there still could be a change of plea. But that 
1 b unlikely unless either Judge t/alker or Sirhan reverses bis 

present thinking. * 

# , * 

VJIeanwhile, the prosecution is pushing ahead with its case 
against Sirhan. k; 

9 » - ; 

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Daily Journal) today reported 

that the estimated cost to Los Angeles County for the trial reached 
$395,960, as of January 31- 

They quoted County Supervisor Kenneth Hahn as noting he thought 
the expense was worth it if it would prevent the necessity of pre- 
paring another Warren Commission report. However, he said, he 
would continue to watch the expenses. 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20 — Defense attorneys for Slrhan today made 







j a second notion for a mistrial on grounds their client's defense was preju- 
£ * 

I diced by a story in the Los Angeles Times (see above for details). 

4 " ■ Superior. Judge Walker, reported the newspaper, 'denied the motion 

at an ln-chambers session highlighted by a prosecution request that such 
1 1 closed proceedings, both past and future, be made public. 

Chief Dep. List. Atty. Lynn D. Compton, who heads the three-man 
prosecution team, said, l, We think one of the. vices of the whole situation 
. . . apd what creates a problem, is the idea of sealing (transcripts) and 
secret sessions. 

1r We Just feel that everything has got to be on the record and 
public and that there should be no secret negotiations, conferences or 
matters which are in that category. 

‘ I would oppose any further . . . -proceedings which are sealed, 
secret or otherwise handled in that fashion, 1 ’ Compton concluded. 

Meanwhile, Grant B. Cooper, one of the three defense attorneys, 
answered that in plea bargaining, J ‘it is always a secret matter.* 

In open court, the prosecution continued its case against the 
accused assassin of Sen. Kennedy and called the following to testify: 

I 

Mrs. Elisabeth Evans, who was one of five persons injured at the 
Ambassador Hotel, where the senator was assassinated; ~ 

Ira Goldstein, former newspaperman who was also injured; 

1,1 Officer James 2. Claborne and Sergeant Riley tf. Maxwell, Los 
Angeles Police Department fingerprint experts; 

f • • ■ t 

Judy Royer, a secretary for former California Gov. Edmund G. 
Brown, who worked for the Kennedy campaign and witnessed the slaying. 
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felling* of the shooting, Goldstein said he 'heard loud popping 



noises. * 






In response to a question from Dep. Dist. Atty, David K. Fitts, 

”** • *’i- . * 

Ooldstein said he heard ' two of them at first. 1 quickly moved to my 

■* 

left. 1 stepped, over someone who had fallen to the ground#* 

Mrs. Evans, under questioning by Dep. Dist. Atty. John Howard, 
said she '-heard a sound like firecrackers. I lost my shoe. Everything 
happened very fast. 1- 

* 

She told of being taken to a table and finally by ambulance to 
a hospital, where she underwent surgery for the gunshot wound. 

(Sirhan is on trial for the assassination of Sen. Kennedy ,! and 
is also charged with five counts of assault with a deadly weapon with in- 
tent to commit murder against Mrs. Evans, Goldstein, Irwin Stroll, Paul 
Schrade and William Weisel). 

According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner), 'Police 
Officer Travis White . . . scored an' important point for the prosecution 11 
today# 

In his opening statement, Defense Atty. Emile Zola Berman told 
the Jury the defense intended to prove that Sirhan was ‘in a trance and 
intoxicated 1 ' when he admittedly shot Kennedy, said the newspaper. 

However, White testified that a pupil-reaction test of Sirhan * e 
eyes, taken minutes after his arrest, indicated he Was not drunk. 

* . Explaining the test. White said he shined a light in Sirhan ‘s 
eyes In a darkened room and that the pupils contracted normally. An indi- 
cation of intoxication, he said, would have been a slow contraction. White 
also looked for other Indications of Intoxication — eyes^wat ering , 
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weaving, blurred speech end alcoholic breath — and could find none. 

■* - Sergeant Maxwell and Officer Claborne testified to discovering 

, ^ •«* - - ' - 
Sirhan ’s fingerprints on his car parked three blocks 'from the hotel. In 

the car was a sales slip for ammunition purchased at a Pasadena gun shop 

for Sirhan's .22-caliber revolver used to shoot Kennedy.. 

The sergeant also related that he found Sirhan’s fingerprints on 

the sales slip. 

Miss Royer testified to seeing Sirhan hanging around press head- 
quarters for the Kennedy campaign before the shooting. She told him to go 
away and he did, she revealed. 

j * * * 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21 — The prosecution in" the case against Sirhan 





£B. Sirhan^ the accused assassin of Sen, Robert F, Kennedy, "today called the 
following to testify: 

Alvin Clark, a Pasadena trash collector befriended by the aco****** 

ssassin; ... - 

* ' 

Irwin Stroll, who was among the five wounded on the night the 
enator was killed; 

William Weisel, who was also injured; 

,Dr. Stanley Abo, a physician who attended the Kennedy victory 

rty, and who aided the stricken senator moments after the shooting; and 

Mrs, Miriam Davis, a Kennedy campaign worker. 

According to e Los Angeles newspaper (Times), Sirhan was arguing 

elth Clark soon after the assassination of Martin Luther King, Clark 

testified. 

» 

j . Sirhan, related Clark, said: 

‘-'What are you going to vote for that son of a B for? Because I*m 
planning on shooting him.* 

Continued the newspaper: 

*• Sirhan did, less than two months after that conversation, and 
osecution witness Alvin Clark testified to defense attorney &nile Zola 
-rman Friday that he told the FBI the following September that he was 
inwilllng to testify against his accused friend — but the reason was not 
lendship now, 

•'•Didn’t you tell the FBI you did not want to take the oath be- 
cause you hated Sirhan so much you’d do anything to see him convicted?* 1 
asked Berman, 
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.5 ‘ • s * 1 Yes, I 'did,* • said Clark. 

I ‘Dep. Dist^Atty. David N. Hit ts -quickly interleaved: -Miave you 

I — * . 

3 told the truth here, sir? 1 

| ~ 

g| *Yes, * JClark replied firmly. I have.* 1 

§P Sirhan, Clark related, according to the newspaper, fell into the 

fTi habit of providing coffee, soft drinks and sandwiches to Clark when he 

made the usual Wednesday trash pickup at the Sirhan home. : I thought very 

a p~~ ^ 

® much of him, said Clark. 

3fe : J Stroll testified that he was a Kennedy volunteer worker guarding 

si : ’i a doorway when he was cut down by a bullet in his left calf. . . 

- -I felt someone kick me, 1 ’ said Stroll, adding that he didn’t 
Efcg- know at first he had been shot. ’Then X noticed -- because 1 had on blue 
S^pants — that one of my legs was red.- 

One of the defense attorneys, Grant B. Cooper, cross-examined 
..—.Stroll, and asked if he (Stroll) had brought an action of a million and a 
g^Jhalf dollars against the defendant for the injury to his leg. 

Stroll answered that he had. 

Ip* (The suit , -filed' earller^hi'S' tebrith, ' Vctually seeks~$l , 050,000. ) 

Dr. Abo said Kennedy’s right eye was open, -staring aimlessly,- 
^ jYid the left eye was closed. As he bent to see if Kennedy needed artifi- 
|| —rial respiration, Abo related, the senator’s left eye opened /very quickly 
^pHafith a puzzled look. 7 

M L _ . He also said that when Mrs. Ethel Kennedy arrived at her husband’s 

j^^ide, the senator : reached out and took her hand and spoke to her.* 

| '-The defense objected that the conversation was immaterial and 

ihe objection was sustained, reported the newspaper. 
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l Mrs. Davis told of seeing Sirhan in a kitchen in the Ambassador • 

^otel-on-June-2,— 1968 some -4? -hours -before Kennedy was shot. * The 

prosecution contends he was 'casing* the place, 5 said a Los Angeles news- 

* « 

per {Herald-iSxejniner ) * 

Meanwhile> Dr. Thomas T. Noguchi, county chief mfedical examiner- 
coroner, who was in charge of conducting the autopsy on the senator, may 
ace ouster proceedings, a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported. 

*•’. . . dissatisfaction arose over Dr. Noguchi's asserted -delay 
|.n handling the autopsy . • stated the newspaper, referring to a 

i • 

Statement by L. S. Bollinger, county chief administrative officer, .that he 
has asked Noguchi to resign. 

Dr. Noguchi said today that no one could have done a more 
borough job in the autopsy. 

*We did everything that should be done,*" he insisted. If there 

as a delay, it was indeed justifiable. 

* . . * . 
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b’fJKLY SUMUfY #39 

Re: The’ a^assination of 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy 






FDR FURTHER ^JUFORMATIOW 
Call! Jerry Littroan 
News Secretary 
626-3888, Sxt. 82396 

RSL3AS2: Wed., March 5, 1969 
After 10 a,m. 



Note to* editors: Because of the widespread interest 

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro- 
ceedings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County 
District Attorney- 3velle J. Younger is publishing a 
weekly summary of the case. This is the 39th 
summary, and others will be for release on subsequent 
Wednesdays. 




SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23 — * Prosecutors intend to conclude their case 
against Sirhan Bishara Sirhan by midweek — showing why the young Arab 
should die in the gas chamber for the murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, r 
according to Myrna Oliver, staff writer, in a Los Angeles newspaper 
(Herald- jixaminer) today. 

The newspaper reported there might be a ’hassle over admission 

* * 1 ■ * 

into evidence of diaries kept by Sirhan before the June 3 slaying . . 

ard this a could extend the prosecution's case.- ; 

, * « 

One of Sirhan’ s attorneys, Russell V; Parsons, sought in pre- 

trial maneuvers to have the diaries suppressed as evidence, claiming they 

ware seised illegally at Sirhan' s Pasadena home. 

However, Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker, wh* is presiding, 

ruled on Oct. 22 that the diaries would not be suppressed. He said they 

could lie introduced in court and that he would rule on their admission at 



that .time. 



pi 

The writer, noting that when the trial began Jan. 7 it was ex- 



pected to last three months, quoted Parsons as saying, 



nirtl 
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prosecution) ere trying to shorten the trial. It is going much faster than 
we thought. 

t 

. Although the prosecution said they would call $0 witnesses, -they 
have not substantially reduced the planned number of witnesses, but they 
have raced through the questioning, and will conclude their case in about 
two weeks of testimony,' said the newspaper reporter. 

-Also speeding up the trial is a move by defense to diminish the 

cumulative impact of the prosecution witnesses T testimony. By refusing to 
cross-examine witnesses at length or at all, they reduce the growing bulk 
of words that could work against Sirhan.' 

Grant B. Cooper, chief defense counsel, told the newspaper, he 
planned to have the Sirhan family — the mother, brothers and Sirhan him- 
self — testify, followed by psychiatrists* 

Cooper has estimated his case will take three to four weeks.'- 

* * * ‘ 

KONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 — The prosecution in the Sirhan B. Sirhan 
case today called the following to testify: 

LeWayne Wolfer, Los Angeles Police Department ballistics expert; 

- Sergeant William 2, Brandt, Los Angeles Police Department, who 
searched the Sirhan home in Pasadena for evidence relating to the case; and 
Dr. Henry M. Cuneo, neurosurgeon at Good Samaritan Hospital who 
operated on Ben. Kennedy about three hours after the shooting at the 
Ambassador Hotel, 

At todays session, color photographs from the coroner's inquest 
on the senator were shown to the jurors for the first time. 

■ The small courtroom was quiet as the 12 regular and six alternate 
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| Jurors examined the two photographs silently, with little visible reaction, 

[ passed them on and examined the fatal bullet and the senator's shredded 
| coat,- reported Dave Smith, staff writer, in a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), 
i The jtfiotographs were introduced as Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts 

questioned Wolfer. Grant B. Cooper, defense attorney, objected that the 






photographs were ''highly inflammatory and immaterial -to the issues in this 

l! 

case,'- but Superior Judge Herbert V; Walker overruled the objection. 

I ’ ‘ ■ ’ 

It was pointed out by Smith that - the defense has admitted 

V l 

throughout the trial, now eight weeks old, that Sirhan fired the shot that 
killed §en, Kennedy after he won the California Democratic primary last 
June 4. v . 

Continued the newspaper article: 

i: The photographs show the right side of Sen. Kennedy's head 

partially shaved, with the bullet wound behind the right ear and extensive 

'tattooing* — powder burns and lead and powder particles imbedded in the 

skin — on and behind the ear. 

! ‘ ■" 

*• Wolfer testified that tests showed the fatal wound — a .22 
caliber bullet in Sen. Kennedy's brain was fired from about one inch' 
from the senator's head. 

: Wolfer also testified that Sen. Kennedy's coat showed five 
bullet holes — three entry holes and two exit holes. Besides the fatal 
bullet to the brain, another bullet was found in soft tissue near the 
] sixth vertebra, Wolfer testified. 

: Also admitted into evidence today, despite defense objections 

i that it was irrelevant tc the case, was the senator's coat, cut away from 

l 

e • 

1 his body and later crudely stitched together for ballistics and firing 

i . V. 

7 tests. 



more — 




Weekly Summary #>9 - . 

Page 4 

*• -Sirhan became agitated shortly before adjournment,-' reported the 

newspaper, as Fitts, -questioning Sgt. Brandt began leading up to the 
controversial diaries in which Sirhan is reported to have written ’Kennedy 
must be assassinated before June 5- 1 * 

As the three ££-by-ll inch spiral notebooks were shown to the 
police sergeant, ;r Sirhan began whispering urgently to his attorneys. 

Cooper quickly asked Judge Walker for a recess, saying ’our client has re- 
quested it,* continued the newspaper’s account. 

# The judge instead adjourned court for the day. 

: Cooper later told newsmen that Sirhan didn’t want the notebooks 
admitted into evidence and mistakenly thought they had been accepted into 
evidence’ without objection from his defense,- added the newspaper. 

‘They hadn’t* but it is a certainty that they will be,^ related 
the newspaper. 

Reporter Smith said the prosecution claims the notebooks show 
Sirhan* s premeditation to murder Sen. Kennedy. And while the defense has 
moved to suppress those portions of Sirhan 1 s diaries, the defense nonethe- 
less plans to use other portions to support their contention that Sirhan’s 
capacity to plan was diminished by obsessive traits. 

; The defense, in fact, quoted from the notebooks in its opening 
statement, citing a so-called ’declaration of war against American humanity’ 
by Sirhan last Way.- 

V ■; Before adjournment, Brandt told of going to the Sirhan home and 
admitted that he did not have a search warrant. The newspaper related 
that 5 he didn’t attempt to get one after being given Adel^s (Sirhan 1 s 
brother) permission to enter the home.- 
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• -- — in jjj s testimony, Dr, Cuneo described how after a tracheotomy, 

the senator’s essential life functions stabilized to the point where a 
medical team felt. he could withstand surgery, and how, after the tra- 
cheotomy, Sen. Kennedy’s condition remained stable for more than 10 hours. 

Cuneo continued that the senator’s blood' pressure, pulse, car- 
diac condition and breathing were relatively normal after the surgery — 

So that he was breathing on his own, without mechanical aid — until the 
afternoon of June 5> when electroencephalograph monitoring showed that the 
brain functions were beginning to fail, 

Kennedy was pronounced dead at 1:44 a.m. on June 6, slightly more 
than 25 hours after the shooting. 

* * * 
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' TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25 — ' Six pages of chaotic, sometimes illegi-. 
ble scribbling in a spiral notebook, along with samples -of <( Sirhan B. ) 
Sirhan ’s handwriting and two envelopes were admitted into evidence' today, 
according to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

The writings by the 24-year old Jordanian immigrant, accused of 
assassinating Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and injuring five other persons 
showed ,';his anger at the United States, a firm but obviously uninformed 
belief in communism and a growing determination to kill- the senator, 
added Dave Smith, staff writer, in the newspaper. 

In another Los Angeles newspaper (Hera Id- Examiner) , John Douglas, 
staff writer, noted that the defendant’s emotional state has taken center 

m 

stage in his murder trial and his lawyers doubt their ability to control 
him when diaries — in which he expressed his desire to kill Sen. Robert 
Kennedy — are read to his jury. 

. The reporter noted that Sirhan tried twice today v to plead feuilty 

and halt his trial rather than allow the jury to learn the contents of 
three diaries he kept prior to June 5, 1968, when he admittedly shot the 
New York senator. : 

‘ Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan’s attorneys, said •‘We’re not going 
to let him’ plead guilty, end that his client blew r his top, that’s all,’ 
referring to what happened in court today. 

Hie Times said that Sirhan ’s 'sudden change of heart came ... 
in Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker’s chambers, before the trial resumed 
with argument on admission of notebooks in which Sirhan wrote of his in- 
tent to assassinate Sen, Robert F. Kennedy. v ' 

* W- 

One of the envelopes was found last June 6, hours after the 
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senator died, and contained this note» : RFK must be disposed of like his ■ 
brother was.- 

* - Continued the Times .article: 

r * ^'Before the ruling on the notebooks, it was learned that Sirhan 
told Judge Walker -that if they were admitted, he would be' railroaded into 
the gas chamber. 

* He reportedly told Judge Walker that he didn't want the judge 

'gloating over the fact that you made people think I got a fair trial. 1 
'Instead, Sirhan is reported to have said, he would rather 

* 

'stand up right now and plead guilty and go to the gas chamber.' 

'-It was learned that Sirhan said Judge Walker was not giving him 
a fair trial in letting the notebooks into evidence and claimed that prose- 
cution use of the notebooks, taken from his Pasadena home last June 5 
without a search warrant, violated his constitutional rights. 

• Judge Walker reportedly told Sirhan that his best interests 
were being protected by his three-man defense team — Cooper, ^nile Zola 
Berman and Russell B. Parsons — and that he should follow their advice.*- 

As Dep. Cist. Atty. David N. Fitts began to describe the contents 
.of the notebooks to the jury, Sirhan raised his hand and said, : Your 
honor, excuse me for interrupting^ Defense attorneys whispered to Sirhan 
and then requested a recess. 

For about a half-hour in an adjoining room, the defense attorneys, 

- , . * 

Sirhan^s mother and brother, Munir, 21, tried to calm the excited defendant 
and talk him out of changing his plea. - 

Cooper then was granted a continuance until Wednesday, February 



26. 
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! The Times article noted that J! Sirhan’s wish to plead guilty and 

face the death penalty is a reversal of his position of two weeks ago, 

| 

r. when both defense and prosecution attorneys were willing for Sirhan to 

PM | 

yd plead guilty to i'irst-degree murder with the understanding that he would 

m I 

receive -a life sentence. 

r Judge Walker rejected that arrangement, insisting that the 

l! 

question of penalty — death or life" imprisonment be left up to the jury. 

1 

. '*At that, Sirhan, then unwilling to risk a possible death sen- 
tence, Defused to change his plea.* 

As for the writings of Sirhan, some months before the assassi- 
nation, the defendant wrote: 

t 

1 1 advocate the overthrow of the current president of the 

United States of America. I have no absolute plans yet — but soon will 
compose some . . . I am poor. ■ 

. This was in two pages — labeled : highly inflammatory and preju- 
dicial to the defense* by Cooper — which was barred from evidence. 

However, Judge Walker denied Cooper's repeated plea to admonish 

* 

all parties not to divulge their contents to the press. . 

♦ 

'I don't think the court can restrict the press in any way,- said 
the. judge. The controversial two pages will be kept from the eyes of the 
jury, which is sequestered throughout the trial. 

Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton argued successfully that 
the public had the right to know ; what notivated the defendant.- And he 

also suggested that the contents of the two pages, inflammatory or not, 

i 

! illustrated Sirhan's thinking and underscored the -sole issue 5 in the trial, 

* 

' As the prosecutor argued for release of the two pages, Sirhan 
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*; sprang to his feet and shouted in Arabic. At this point , Compton was re- 

jf f erring to Sirhan’.s “advocating the overthrow of the country.* 

§ 

s Meanwhile, in a somewhat related matter, the county coroner- 

chief medical examiner. Or. Thomas Noguchi, who was in charge of the au- 
Y. topsy on Sen. Kennedy, resigned effective March 4. ; 

L. S. Hollinger, chief county administrator, and members of the 
County Board of Supervisors were slated, to go into executive session today 
to hear Hollinger T s complaints against Noguchi. The meeting was adjourned 
amid reports of Dr. Noguchi's possible resignation. 

Last Friday, Dr. Noguchi defended his re cord f including the au- 
topsy on Kennedy. Hollinger insisted he was not referring to the Kennedy 
death when he issued a statement that he had received s *a number of com- 
plaints and charges about the way Dr. Noguchi runs his office. : 

# * * 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 — Los Angeles County Dist. Atty. Evelle 

J. Younger today issued a statement denying a report by Frank Mankiewicz 

and Tom Braden that Secretary of State William Rogers had -approved" a 

possible disposition in the Sirhan case. 

The comment appeared in a column by the pair in the Washington 

Post, which Younger termed "inaccurate. Hr. Rogers did not discuss this 

case with me. He did not approve, disapprove or otherwise comment upon 

any phase of the Sirhan case. ;; 

— • 

'? “ In his statement issued today, the prosecutor repeated an earlier 

statement (February 11), in which he remarked: :> :: 

i 

| • In the event the government wished to make any comments con- 

earning the disposition of this case insofar as it may have international 
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1 Implies t ions , and insofar as it may particularly relate to problems in the 
Middle, 3ast, I wanted them to be able to do so. “ 

*1 made it convenient for appropriate officials in the government 
{present administration) to express an opinion to me — they declined and 
made no comment or ; recommendation/- concluded Younger in February. 

Today he said, 1 This statement was true at the time. It is still 
true. Mr. Rogers has not discussed the Sirhan case with me to this date. 

He has made no recommendations. I don't anticipate that he will. : . 

, The Mankiewicz -Braden column related that :: The State Department 
specifically approved an agreement reached here (Los Angeles) last week by 
which Sirhan Sirhan would change his plea to 'guilty 1 in exchange for a 
sentence of life imprisonment. 

* Los Angeles Dist. Atty. 3velle Younger advised Secretary of 
State William Rogers in Washington of these possibilities in the bargaining 

between his office and the Sirhan defense staff and received approval of 

* « . . . 

Rogers for the plan.' 

' 

i In court today, the prosecution called its final three witnesses 

* * « 

to testify, but indicated it would recall Laurence Stone, handwriting ex- 
pert for the District Attorney's Office, Monday. Stone established that 
the Sirhan Diaries were in the defendant's handwriting. 

The prosecution today questioned: 

Dr. Thomas Noguchi, county coroner-medical examiner; 

— ^ 

* Dr. V. Faustin Bazilauskas; and 

'■£ ^ r 

-v- 

- ‘ Lt. William C. Jordan, Los Angeles Police Department. 

.. i In nine d$ys, the prosecution called 56 witnesses out of SO it 

had ready, and offered the jury SO exhibits. 
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.. Ur. Noguchi, who has resigned effective March 4, described the 

autopsy performed on Seri. Kennedy shortly after death, 4:44 a.m. on June 6, 
1966 .' , . : 

• Under questioning by Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton, the 

county coroner said a bullet fired at one-inch muzzle range, which pierced 
the senator's skull and brain, was the cause of death. 

A second bullet, removed from the fleshy part of the senator's 
neck, near the vertebrae, would not have caused death, said the coroner. 

The second witness, Dr. Bazilauskas, who attended Kennedy at 
Central Receiving Hospital where he was taken after the shooting, said the 
senator was * lifeless 1 ' when brought to the hospital. 

His breathing and pulse were restored through heart message and 
use of a heart-lung machine, added Dr. Bazilauskas. 

He said Kennedy's condition was stable and his pulse and breathing 
* : good : ' when he was transferred to Good Samaritan Hospital for surgery. 

Lt. Jordan described Sirhan as 5 extremely polite 1 - and as ' one of 

the most alert and intelligent people I have ever interrogated or attempted 

■ * 

to interrogate . 1 

Compton revealed that three more exhibits were prepared, but not 
admitted into evidence — including a passage from the Sirhan diaries ruled 
by Judge Herbert V. Walker to be too ‘ inflamatory for the jurors' eyes. 

- The chief deputy district attorney said he would insert into the 

recofd^ although not seek to present to the jury, statements taken from 200 
other peripheral witnesses questioned in his investigatibn of the case. 

* I don't want anyone to think we are hiding anything, 1 he ex- 
plained to a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner). 
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^ Cooper told reporters today that, the defense expects to call 

| about 30 witnesses and will take about three weeks to present their case. 

t l 'lengthy prosecution cross-examination could extend this estimate, he 
r ~f , •«■■■.• 

conceded," reported the same newspaper. 

• ... .*• Z- 

'■ , The newspaper continued that Sirhan, his mother, brother, Munir* 

r- - ■ n. * ' 

> V- •. ■. 

will testify and that the defense is !; expected" to call at least six 

-psychologists and psychiatrists in its attempt to show Sirhan acted under 
diminished mental capacity in the shooting. • 

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported that -Sirhan, 
uneasy cfbout his defense strategy and unruly at his murder trial this week, 

is 'going to have to calm down or get another lawyer, ' one of his defense 

* * 

attorneys warned him . . 

Continued the article: 

1 Two other warnings came from Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker: 

* 1. If Sirhan should lose or fire his three-man defense team 
and then undertake his own defense, the jurists said, ’There is one thing 
I have always told all (defendants acting as their own counsel): when they 

are being tried for murder in a case before me they usually go to the gas 
chamber. * 

f 

' ■ 2. If Sirhan doesn’t control his courtroom outbursts, he will 

be physically restrained — perhaps by being strapped in his chair during 

court sessions.' . • 

■ ». 

* 'r ■:* , * * * 

/ > ■* • * 
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" FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2 & — Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, on trial for the 

* ■ 

slaying of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and injuring five other persons, today in 
court tried to fire his defense counsel and demanded to change his plea to 

I * ' 

guilty and be iexecuted. 



According to a Los Angeles newspaper {Times), Sirhan was ^infuri- 
ated at disclosure of his school grades and his IQ of 69* T At the time of 

i * , 

the outburst, jJohn T. Harris, Pasadena school official, was on the witness 
stand, describing grades and test evaluations of Sirhan. 

i 

The newspaper reported that Sirhan, : in a firm but angry voice r 
said: \I killed Robert F, Kennedy willfully, premedia tedly end with’ 20 

years of malice aforethought . . 

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker refused to accept the change of 
plea or the firing of the three-man defense team. The judge threatened the 
defendant with a face mask and arm straps to keep him in his chair if there 
are" further outbursts. ’ 



Aftejr the blow-up, Russell 2. Parsons, one of Sirhan 1 s attorneys, 
whispered with' the defendant and asked for a recess. The jury was led out 
and Grant B. Cooper, another Sirhan attorney who was questioning Harris, 
explained that Sirhan had earlier said he would forbid -the calling of about 
a dozen witnesses his lawyers believed should testify. 

Cooper said Sirhan had later calmed down and promised cooperation, 
tiut that he now wanted to speak up in court. 




There followed this exchange between judge and: accused, as re- 

* 

tx>rted in the newspaper: 

Judge Walker : There is something you wanted tcT say? 

Sirhan: May I address the court in chambers, sir? 
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**’ Walker: No. 

. Sirhan: I at this time, sir, withdraw my original plea of not 

■ - - j 

guilty and submit the plea of guilty as charged on all counts. I also re- 
quest that my jcounsel disassociate themselves from this^case completely. 

Walker: Do I understand — stand-up — do I understand that you 

want to plead j’guilty to murder in the first degree? 

I 0 

I 

Sirhan: Yes, sir, I do. 

! 

Walker: All right, and what do you want to do about the penalty? 

Sirhan: I will offer no defense whatsoever. 

Walker: The question is, what do you want to do about the penalty 

Sirhan: 1 will ask to be executed, sir. 

Walker; Now, I know of nothing in the law that permits a de- 
fendant under any circumstances to enter a plea of guilty to murder of the 
first degree and ask for execution. 

Sirhan: Well, I have, sir'. 

Walker: Well now, just a minute. Why do you want to do this? 

Sirhan: 1 believe, sir, that is my business, isn't it? 

Walker: No, it isn’t. Now, when we come to accept a plea, you 

have to give a reason. 

* 

Sirhan: I killed Robert F. Kennedy willfully, premeditatedly, 

with 20 years of malice aforethought, that is why. 

Walker: Well, the evidence has to be produced here in court. 

Sirhan: I withdraw all evidence, sir. 

Walker: There is no such procedure. 

Sirhan: To hell with it. " " 

Walker: Well, the court will not accept that plea. Proceed with 
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fthe trial. Let me give you to understand here end now that this court will 

J 

ot put up with any more of your interrupting. You are- to -follow the advice 
t of the court and sit down there. Any further interruptions by you in this 

i * 

rial will result in you being restrained. You understand that? 

Sirhan: : Sir? 

Walkeyj: I mean by that that you will have a face mask put on you 

^fhich will prohibit you from talking and, further, your arms will be • 
strapped to your chair and the trial will proceed. You understand that? 

> Sirhan: 1 understand. However, sir, 1 intend to defend myself 

pro per (defendant representing himself). I don f t want to be represented 
by counsel. 

\ 

Walker: You have retained counsel. Counsel is staying in the 

trial. 




Sirhan: What I have said, I don’t want anyone to have a trial 

shoved down my throat, sir, and you are not going to shove it down my 
throat, sir, in any way you want. . 

Walker: You say you want to go pro per? 

Sirhan: Yes, I will. 

Walker: What are the defenses, let me ask what are the elements 

of the crime of murder? 

Sirhan: I don’t understand all of this legality. You let me — 

Walker: I am conducting these proceedings, not you. What are the 

■ * 

defenses to murder in the first degree? 

Sirhan: I don’t know. 

Walker: I find you are incapable of representing yourself. Sit 

down and keep quiet, and, if not, I intend to keep you quiet. 
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***■ Sirhan: No, sir, 1 still maintain my original point. I plead . 

guilty to murder and ask to be executed. . 

There was some additional exchange between the judge and Sirhan, 
and a recess was called. After the recess, and before the jury was brought 
back into court. Cooper told Judge Walker that his client 5 has advised us 
•definitely, positively and unequivocally that he does not desire us to 
continue to represent him." 

Cooper then said the three-roan defense team was '"perfectly willing, 
as a matter of fact I might say anxious, to withdraw from the case and let 
him either represent himself or be represented by other counsel.’' 

Cooper said, however, that they would be willing to continue and 
that the attorneys did not want to appear to' be deserting Sirhan. Judge 
Walker denied the offer to withdraw, saying good cause for such withdrawal 
had not been shown and adding that Sirhan appeared clearly unable to repre- 
sent himself. 

The trial continued, the jury was led in and Mrs. Mary Sirhan, 
the defendant's mother, was called to testify. However, as her voice 
quavered , Judge Walker adjourned court. 

i He noted, ! I can't conceive of a worse set of circumstances under 

which a mother could be called to testify. X think she shows great 

courage." 

* *• 

; Others called today by the defense included: 

Ziad Hashimeh, 25, a childhood friend of Sirhan’s; and 

-;r-. 

Baron Sarkees Nahas, a Palestinian nobleman and former United 



Nations official. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



to ~ : SAC* LOS ANGELES (56-156) 



bat*: 3/19/69 



from : $A 



0. RICHARDS, JR. • 



subject: jffiNSALT ' 



On 3A9/69» GEORGE STONER, Chief Investigator 
for the Los Angeles County District Attorney's of flee; 
requested three copies of the photocopies wade by this 
office of the contents of the notebook of SXRHAY fi. 
8IRHAH. 

On 3 A 9/69* three copies of Exhibit 18, Pams 
134 through 253 of the Los Angeles report dated 6/9/68, 
were delivered to the office of the District Attorney 
pursuant to their request. 
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did not recognize any 



L-n of these names as given as classmates of SXRHAN at el 
° ,V Elliott Jimlnr High Rr.hnnl nr .Tnhn Muir Hi eh School^ 



tTTKH: 



ut did not know wh 



The following record che 
a to establish the identity of 
eckB have been made 
similarities can be found. 

Pasadena Police Department 
checked the records of John Muir 
no record for the three - as well as 
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advised that on 



basis of inrormation furnished, one co uld locate no re cord 
of attendance at Paaadena City College^flMjl^HHMl 
Records of__the Paaadgna Police Department were checked by 

or Information concerning these 
viduals but no information Identifiable with them 
could be located. 
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Mrs. ELLENORE SEVERSON, on January 30, 1969, 
Identified a photograph ofRQS^^Aj^Jmmigration and 
Naturalisation (INS) NumbeSflHH^P^Bas being a photo- 
graph of the young girl on "Cnltches who had come to the 
Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY 1 Campaign Headquarters in Los 
Angeles, with KHAIBAR. KHAN between June 1-4, 1968. 

* ^KHAIBAR KHAN during lntervi||^Jun^^^968, 

referred to MARYAM KOUCHAN (INS as 

MARYAM KOUSHAN, his half slBter. He sRdTOWJBPhad used - 
the name of ROSE KHAN when boohed Into the Los Angeles , 
County General Hospital, about six months previous, 
'.following being thrown from a horse. MARYAM KOUSHAN was 
on crutches June 11, 19$gUat the time of this interview 
with KHAIBAR KHAN, which was conducted in her presence. 
£ARYAM KOUSHAN,, during interview, June 18, 1969, said she 
had used the spelling of MARYAM KOUSHAN when registering as 
a volunteer worker at the Senator KENNEDY Campaign Head- 

S uarters. She had been boohed into the Los Angeles County 
eneral Hospital following her recent injury by KHAIBAR KHAN 
as ROSE KHAN for security reasons as Mr. KHAN was the leader 
of the opposition to the Shah of Iran, among Iranians In 
the United States Wtd was apprehensive of political and 
* possibly physical reprisals. 
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ADDITION AL INFORMATION CONCERNING 
, KHAIBAB KHAN, FORMERLY KNOWN AS 
^ KHAIBAR OOODARZIAN. AND FAMILY ‘ ‘ 

^KHAIBAR KHAN «nd certain members of his family 
have been previously reported to have done voluntary 
work at the Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY FResldential Campaign 
headquarters in Los Angeles during the first four days of 
June, 1966. 

On January 30, 1969, 

, Investigative Division, United 
Naturalisation Service (INS), Los Angeles, advised the 
following concerning KHAIBAR KHAN and family: 







SEARCHED 

Indexed 

SEftiAUZED Js// 
FILED fjLS 







Character of cut 



Ad6tu of nbjtcl 



Race 


Sex 

l — ) Male 
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Rat CHARLES 

Re Philadelphia letter to Loe Angeles 12/26/68, 
which requested an interview of CHARLES WHITS at St. Holered 
College. / . v . . 

Records at Loa Angeles do sot indicate this lead 
was covered. Please submit. - 
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I tor J2H FICO : V 
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Re Detroit letter to Indianapolis l/Ut/69* 

Records At Los Angeles indioat* that JH RICO* a 
student at St* He inrad Seminary, warn to to eontaeted for 
Information concerning the assassination of Senator ROBERT 
P* KBNNEDf* - .‘x: - V - ■ 
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PRESS CONFERENCE NOTICE 
NOTED ARAB TO ANSWER 









t_ABBA ERA*^ . lL. 



The Honorable Issa Nakhl 



takhlsK wj 
ice* Fridas 



r 

will meet representatives of the 



media in a Press Conference* Friday morning, March 21 at 10 o'clock* 
HOTEL HILTON (Statler ) , Comer Figueroa end Wllshire 
FOT ROOM - Located on Ballroom Floor 
Mr. Nakhleh la the Director of the Palestine Arab Delegation 
to the United Nations . He is a noted Lend on- Jerusalem attorney 
and Refugee from Zionist occupation of Palestine. He Is the 
permanent representative of the Arab Higher Committee. 

Cbly Individuals with proper credentials will be admitted. 
Baron Sarkeei Nahae will preside . 
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tos RJLZASi: 

[Office of the District Attorney 

[600 Hall of Justice 

[Los Angeles, California 90012 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
Call: Jerry Littman 

News Secretary 

626-3888, Jbct. 62396 

-.R3L3AS2: Wed., March 12, 1969 

. T; After 10 a.m. 



73SKLY SUMMARY AO' 

?e: The assassination of 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy 

. 

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest 

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5> 1968, and pro- 
ceedings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County 
, District Attorney Svelle J. Younger is publishing a 
weekly summary of the case. This is the 40th 

! summary, and others will be for release on subsequent 

• Wednesdays. 

I MONDAY, MARCH 3 — Sirhan Bishara Sirhan today admitted from the 

rwitness stand at his murder trial that he killed Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and 
|iad ’’no doubt r he shot and wounded five other persons in Los Angeles on 
une 5. 

... t 

Also testifying today were an elder brother, Adel, 30, and the 

9 

efendant’s mother, Mrs. Mary Sirhan. 

Under questioning by one of his attorneys, Grant B. Cooper, 

« 

irhan when asked if he also shot and wounded Paul Schrade, a United Autu 
Workers official, replied, If that’s what the indictment reads, I must 



Sirhan said he -never heard of-' Schrade nor did he have any know- 




edge of? or malice toward, Irwin Stroll, William Vfeisel i Zli p abo fc h - 3 v en» — 

SEARCHES INDEXED 

r Ira Goldstein, who were also wounded. stMi*um-/£jhn£ezzL 

MAR 2 5 1969 

•*I was not aware of anything/ Sirhan added. fbi-los angeles 



1 



One Los Angeles newspaper (Times) described the defendant as f 
lmost relishing *his turn on the witness stand. His answers came clearly 
nd quickly, sometimes even before Cooper’s questions were complete. 

X^-XST- Z.77J 
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Ihte 
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"At one point, Sirhan even supplied a word when Cooper groped 
or another it era for bombing noises. : 

The newspaper noted Sirhan* s demeanor ’was almost sunny; in com- 
rison to his ’emotional blowups last week when he demanded to fire his 
hree-man defense team, plead guilty and be executed.*’ 

The "temper tantrums last week came when the prosecution began 
ntroducing into evidence the notebook pages on which Sirhan had written 
Robert F. Kennedy must be. assassinated. * 

On Friday, Sirhan told Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker that if 
he notebooks were admitted, he wouldn’t be getting a fair trial. However, 
oday, Cooper read that very page* with Sirhan following eagerly as Cooper 
ntoned: .’May IS, 9:45 a.m., *68. My determination to eliminate RFK is 
becoming more the more (sic) of an unshakeable obsession. ' 

Sirhan said the handwriting was his and that the phrase "Fort 
line'- was the name of a horse. He admitted writing ’ please pay to the 
>rder 4 of • • v several times; and the repeated injunction, "RFK must be 
issassinated.*' 

Following this, Cooper began questioning the defendant about his 
’amily’s life in war-torn Jerusalem, where Sirhan was born on March 19, 



944. 



Sirhan recalled "quite vividly" the death of an Arab soldier who 



ras blown up by dynamite when Sirhan was three or four; and noted that the 
aroily fled during the 1948 Israeli-Arab hostilities from the new part of 

erusalem to the former Jewish quarter of the old Vailed City. 

| ■ - ... 

The reason for the flight, Sirhan was told> was because ‘‘The Jews 
ricked us out of our homes. The 2ionists kicked us out. We were terrorised 
put of leaving our homes.; 
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•;“*■ Sirhan also described for the court the massacre at the village of 
Dair Yasin in April, 194 8, when Arab girls with mutilated breasts were 
paraded in front of us, to terrorize us and get us out of .our homes.*' 

He also recalled the family* s flight to the old Walled City. ’I 
was naked, he said, and the family was in a state of panic. " 

After settling there, he said, he heard bombings on an average of 
once a week from 1948 until the family left Jerusalem for the United States 
in 1956. 

# The Sirhan family subsisted on United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency rations, the defendant continued, including brown sugar, margarine, 
lour, beans, ; *and a gallon of kerosene in the winter. 

Also described by Sirhan was the incident in which he saw a , 
neighborhood shopkeeper* s body after a bombing and of being sickened by the 

- I 

_lsight of a human hand in a bucket of well water he drew one day. 

Adel Sirhan testified about many of the incidents recited by the 
ccused assassin and also told of a change in his brother after Sirhan fell 
rom a horse in September, 1966. 

Adel described his younger brother before the fall as friendly, 
mbitious and : doing well in school except when our sister (Ayda, who died 
n 1965, of leukemia) was sick,’ reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

After the fall, related Adel Sirhan, his brother became irritable, 

». • , 

- * . .. 

ervous, stayed home more and read a great deal. 

Sirhan, said his brother, once had a fight with a younger brother, 
lunir, 21, and sometimes argued with his family when they watched television 
ewscasts of Middle last conflicts, demanding: -How can you sit there and 

atch these things being done to people?” 
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. . Adel also told of hearing Sirhan talking to himself in his bed- 
■' . • . 
room. *’ Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts asked if Sirhan couldn’t have been 

reading aloud or studying his German or Russian courses. Adel said he 

might* Have. 

/ ' ■ 

Adel told of finding his brother sitting in his room with a 

lighted candle on the desk, before a mirror as he read from literature he 
got from the Rosicrucians, an order which espouses the development of one’s 
mental powers over matter. 

The newspaper added that ‘the defense has claimed that Sirhan was 
in a virtual trance when he killed Sen. Kennedy — a trance similar to those 
he suffered at traumatic scenes in his childhood. 

’■They also claim he later induced such trances through his ob- 
sessive personality and his mystical experiments with self -hypnosis. 51 

Also on the witness stand was Sirhan’ s mother, who related a 
series of incidents she said her son witnessed as a child. 3a ch time, she 
said, he was seized by a fit of shaking, the color would drain from his 
face, his lips would go dry and he would sometimes ’black out’ remaining 
ill for days. 

Mrs. Sirhan remarked, ’We are lucky in this country. I want you 
to know this. Everybody is blessed in the United States. 1 *' At this out- 
burst, the judge cautioned her to restrict testimony to answering questions 
directly. 

* * * 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4 — Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of 
Sen. Robert F* Kennedy * created a lecture atmosphere^ in court today ‘-that 



more — 
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gave rise to. grave doubts in the minds of his hearers as to the accuracy of 
his IQ tesb, reported last week as #9, slightly below the 90*110 range con- 
sidered average, *• Dave Smith, staff writer, noted in a Los Angeles news- 
paper (Times). 

-* - . * t , *> , 

On the witness stand for the third day, Sirhan said he first 
learned of Kennedy's support for Israel last Hay and that he hated the 
senator so much that 'if he were in front of me, the way I felt then, so 
help me Cod, he would have died. Right then and there. 

» ''He was doing a lot of things behind ray back that I didn't know 
about. It just burned roe up,' related the defendant. 

Sirhan continued that : up to that time, I loved Robert Kennedy. 

I cared for him very much. I hoped he’d win the presidency.* 

, ♦ 

What changed his attitude was a television documentary showing 
the senator in Israel in 194S, celebrating the creation of the Jewish state. 

Sirhan, who was four at that; time, and living in Jerusalem, said 
he had never known of this. 

His love for the senator turned to hate and a few days after 

* 

seeing the film, Sirhan wrote {on Kay IS): ‘Robert Kennedy must be assassi- 

nated before 5 June '6£. ,,: 

'• Sirhan 's anger at his victim's pro-Israel views cropped up re- 
peatedly' 1 in court today as he 'unveiled a lifetime of loathing for Zionism, 
reported the newspaper. 

; r ... When Senator Kennedy spoke in Los Angeles supporting military aid 
• ■ 

for Israel, Sirhan became so angry that he glared into his bedroom mirror, 
practicing a mental exercise taught by a mystical cult, until he saw the 
senator's face in the mirror rather than his own. 



more — 
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’I can't prove it, sir,' he told Grant B. Cooper, one of his de- 
fense attorneys, 'but I saw his face in the mirror. I was that burned up 
about him.'*' 

Testimony revealed — through a page-by-page reading of Sirhan* s 

notebooks — that former President Johnson and former UN Ambassador Arthur . 

Goldberg were marked for possible murder. 

'As with the Kennedy reference, Sirhan said he couldn't remember 

writing of an intent to kill Hr. Johnson or Goldberg, but admitted he must 

have, since the notes were in his hand, 1 - reported the newspaper. 

$ * 

14 Once he said, 'It is not me, sir. It is not Sirhan, sitting • 
ight here, that wrote that ... I couldn't write that without provocation. 11 ' 
He was then asked by Cooper if he ever had in mind killing Fresi- 

i ■■ 

dent Johnson, and Sirhan replied, 5: No, but I hated his guts at one point. 

He said the United States supports the territorial integrity of all nations, 

• * 

nd he stressed all nations. 11 v t ■ 

Goldberg, according to Sirhan, repeated Mr. Johnson's phrase. t 
He was then asked, '‘Should hehav'edied for that? 1 ' and replied 
HJ’Why not? He didn't stick to his word.'*' 

During testimony today, Sirhan 'astonished spectators • . • with 
n impassioned — and accurate — discourse on the growth of Zionism, 
alestinian history and England's behind-the-scenes agreements on Palestine's 
uture*’ said the newspaper. 

- Sirhan also described a mystical experiment in which he plunged 
tus hand into boiling water, ' thought cool,' and didn't get burned. He a^lso 
turned candle flames different colors just by thinking about it, he said. 
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^ ^ -I can’t prove it, but Jpod damn it, I did,' he stated. 

After more than an hour of confirming his fragmented writing, 

* f 

[Sirhan told Cooper, -All this sounds like a crazy man writing.* 

t; Do you feel you’re crazy? 1 Cooper asked. * Do you think you're 
completely normal?' 

'•No, sir, I'm not crazy, 1 Sirhan replied. 

* * * 

more ■ — 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5 -- Continuing hie testimony today In court, 
Sirh&n B. Sirhan said he law 3en. Robert F. Kennedy in person for the first time 
two nights before he shot and fatally wounded the senator. . . 

.. Sirhan said he was "really thrilled . . . He looked like'V saint to me. 
Hiked him." 

A reporter for a Dos Angeles newspaper (Times), noted that "the 
statement was startling to spectators at the murder trial. On Tuesday, they had 
heard Sirhan admit to murderous rage at Sen. Kennedy's pro -Israel views, " 

The first encounter with the New York senator took place on . June Z " 

1 

when Kennedy was surrounded by movie stars and singing a song with Andy Williams 
at the Ambassador, site of the slaying. 

"My whole attitude toward him changed when I saw him that night, " 
Sirhan related to hie defense Lawyer, Grant B. Cooper. 

"Before, I’d associated Kennedy with his statements about the Phantom 

Jets to aid Israel and I pictured him as a villain, but that night he looked like a saint 

* 

*c me. I liked him. " 





Speaking publicly for the first time about his activities June 4, the eve 

% 

cf the shooting, the defendant said he arrived at the Ambassador Hotel after getting 
loBt while looking for a Jewish parade on Wilshire Boulevard. 

"He had not known that Kennedy would be at the hotel that night, Sirhan 
said. All thoughts about Kennedy and memories of the written determination to 
assassinate the senator were completely out of Sir ban’s mind, the defendant 
testified," reported Dave Smith, s+aff writer, In the newspaper. 



•more* 
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nder Cooper's questioning, Sirhan's murderous impulses towards 



Kennedy were revealed -- chronicled in his school notebook. 

I : ... 

Ab questioning wore on. Cooper "elicited these emotional patterns: 

— * * * 

murderous hate for anyone expressing sympathy for Zionist aims; a perplexing 
warmth toward Kennedy for his views on other subjects, and an abrupt forgetting of 
political considerations when confronted by Kennedy in person, " continued the newspaper. 
"June 4 had been a haphazard day of often-changed plans, " added the 




newspaper, as Cooper .asked Sirhan if he intended to kill the senator on June 2, 

referring to comments in th e notebook. 

r ^ 

Sirhan replied, "No, sir, I did not. The notebook was completely 
forgotten in my mind. " He did not have a gun with him that night. The defendant 
also denied that on June 2 he had been in the hotel kitchen area where Kennedy was 
shot two nights later. 

(two prosecution witnesses, however, testified earlier they got lost in 
the hotel corridors and ran across Sirhan in the pantry area the night of June 2. ) 

He said today that in his opinion, the witnesses were "complete liars. 
They swore to tell the truth and they didn't," he said. 

On Tuesday, June 4, Sirhan said he planned to spend the day at toe 

races, but didn't like the entries so he went target shooting at toe San Gabriel 

• . * 

Valley Gun Club. ~ 

He was there from noon until 5 p. m. , and denied earlieXL.testimony that 

* 

he practiced rapid-firing; an elderly man nearby was doing that* 

When the range closed, said Sirhan, he had eight bullets left In the gun 

' : ■; -more- ; . • . ■ - 
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and intended to expend those last shots, but the range master's order-came before he 
could do It* 

~ Sir ban put the gun on the back seat of his car "so if 1 got a traffic, ticket 
I don't have to explain. " He started for home, but didn't unload the gun ^because it 
was difficult to eject the bullets. 

.Later, he saw an ad In a newspaper (Times) about a march for Israel 
and die phrase "Six Days in June,” referring to the six- day Arab~IsraeU_jwar. 

f "That brought me back to the six day b In June of the previous year, " 
he testified. "I should have been dead for those six days . . . These Zionists, Jews, 
whatever the hell they are, were trying to rub in the fact that they beat the hell out 
of the Arabs, " 

Sirhan said he was so infuriated that he decided to drive to the parade 
site, but he was a day early. 

He became lost and since he hadn't been home, the loaded pistol was 
still on the back seat. "The, gun was completely out of my mihd, T> he added. 

Not finding the parade, the defendant stopped at election headquarters 
for former Sen. Kuchel, Republican, California. From there he went to the 
Ambassador, parked and locked his car, and left the gun on the back seat. 

- s. 

Earlier, today, Cooper told of Sirhan's interest in the Rosicrucian's 
Digest, a monthly publication of the mystical cult, which contained an article 
titled "FUt It In V. rlting. " ‘ 

*. ■ - 

On biay 18, it was brought out that Sirhan wrote^ "Robert F. Kennedy 
must be assassinated before 5 June *68. " And on June 5, Sirhan shot and killed 
Kennedy. 




-more 
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____ - "Tltis metital chain of events was laid bare as Cooper read methodically 

through the (reading and writing that made up Sirhan's thinking, ” reported the 



newspaper. 



Cooper also introduced into evidence two pages which he argued success- 




3 * 



fully two weeks ago were "too inflammatory" to be placed before the jury. 

The pages, kept from evidence then but released to the press, contained 
Sirhan’s wholesale endorsement of all forms of communism -- even conflicting 
forms -- and an angry attack on the United States. 

"Cooper read the pages aloud and later explained to newsmen that 
defense psychiatrists felt the writings had a strong bearing on Sirhan's state of 
mind -- which is the key issue in whether Sir ban is sentenced to death or simply 
imprisoned," added the newspaper, 

Sirhan told the court he was not involved with anyone in the plan to kill 
the Senator and couldn't remember why he used the term "we" when he wrote "We 
believe that Robert F. Kennedy must be sacrificed for the cause of the poor, 

exploited people. " 

» * 

- • "The hand that is doing this writing will do the slaying of the above- 

mentioned victim, " read another entry. 



* * * 



JS 

rr 



THURSDAY, hdARCH 6 -- "Outside -courtroom explosions, unknown to 



i' -V -- 



the Sirhan trial judge and jury, enliven the proceedings almost daily,** according 

■ v • . . ... 

to Al Stump, staff writer, commenting in a Dos Angeles newspaperlHerald Examiner) 

today. .... . ... . . 



-more- 
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He mentioned, for example, the appearance of Issa Nahileh, described 



a* a member of the British bar and as director of the M Palestinian* Arab delegafehinn 



to the United Nations. " 



Asked by a reporter why he was here, the lawyer said he was an 



observer and "a group from my homeland interested in Sirhan** welfare paid my 



way from New York. ** 



Asked if he were really here to "cool off Sirhan when he becomes almost 



uncontrollable and raves in court that he wants to plead guilty, fire his lawyers?" 



the visitor stated that Sirhan was a victim of circumstances. 



He noted that Sirhan witnessed Arabs forced from their homeland by 



Zionists and as a child lived in a blood bath. 



Also noted by Stump was the fact that Sirhan's mother "now feels free 



to walk out of the Hall of Justice, without a lawyer or guard at her side. Previously, 



she never left the building except under escort. " 



Sirhan B. Sirhan completed four days of testimony today as he was 




questioned by one of his defense attorneys. Grant B. Cooper, and cross-examined 




by Lynn D* Compton, chief deputy district attorney. 






He told the court that he got drunk on June 4, blacked out while trying 



to sober up, and "the next thing I remember, I was being choked. " 






According to Dave Smith, staff writer for a Los Angeles newspaper 



(Times), "it was the first time Sirhan has mentioned that he had been drinking the 



night Kennedy was killed. " 



The defendant revealed that he didn't learn for many hours that he had 



fatally shot Senator Robert F. Kennedy and that he was being choked in a struggle 



-more- 
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to subdue him as his gun continued firing, wounding five others* 

Asked by Cooper if he knew that during the blackout, "You walked up 
to Sen. Kennedy, pointed a gun to his head, pulled the trigger « ♦ « and he later died. " 
He replied, "Yes. So I learned." 

Under questioning by Cooper and cross-examination by Compton, Sir ban 
"denied specific recollection of the shooting or of the rages that consumed him when 
he wrote in his notebooks that Kennedy must die," the newspaper continued. 

, Added the newspaper report: . 

"Compton's questioning sought to dispel In jurors' minds the impression 
Cooper had earlier aimed for in characterizing Sirhan's notebook writings as the 

n ) 

disjointed scribbles of a disordered mind. 

. - t 

"Instead, Compton suggested, much of the writing was mere doodling 

\ 

reflecting Sirhan's daily interests - - girls-, horse racing, jockeys and snatches 

» 

of Arabic songs. " 

Sir ha n flared iq anger when Compton asserted that the defendant must 
have had more notebooks than the three introduced in evidence. Sir ban replied, 

-"Were you with me. Ask me. Don't put words in my mouth!" 

Compton then asked If he had more such books, and Sirhan snapped, 

"1 said 1 don't know. " 

" S' 

At another point, Sirban remarked of one of Compton's questions, 

. v . ■ 

"Hint's stupid. » 

"Compton continued in a mild, pleasant tone of'voice, but with a thinly 
veiled skepticism at Sirhan's invariable answer: _ 

"* I don't exactly remember,' " noted the newspaper. — -•*; 



•more- 
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— However* Sirhan did admit to a faint recollection of discussing the 

I 

Jack Kirschke murder case with Dep. Diet. Atty. John E. Howard* one of the 
prosecutors in the Sirhan case. ■ - - 

Continued the newspaper 's account: 

In later questioning by Compton* the defendant "recalled one of the 
significant details of the Kirschke case* Kirschke, a deputy district attorney 
and friend of both Compton and Howard* was convicted in 19&7 of murdering his 
wife and her lover and sentenced to death. (The sentence was later commuted 
to life Imprisonment). 

"Kirschke claimed he was in L>as Vegas at the time of the murder, but 
one detail that helped convict him was the fact that when he was arrested there 
and charged with murder, he failed to ask whom he was accused of murdering. 

"Sirhan* who is reported to have followed that trial on television* 
was asked by Compton if Howard hadn't told him last June 5 that be probably 
would be tried. 'You didn't ask 'tried for what?' did you* asked Compton. 
m I don't remember, * replied Sirhan. 

"By Sirhan's account on the- witness stand Thursday* this conversation 

with Howard would have occurred several hours before Sirhan learned he was 

accused of shooting Kennedy. " 

— • 

Sirhan was asked by Compton if he thought the killing of Kennedy helped 
t he Arab cause, and the reply was that he (Sirhan) didn't know enough about politics. 

"Are you glad he's dead?" was another question and the reply: "No 



-more- 



sir* I'm not glad." 
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Another question — "Are you sorry?" Answer by Sirhan -«* "No sir, 
I'm not sorry, but I'm not proud of it either. " 

The prosecutor "then touched on an explosive courtroom scene that 

**r- +.• 

' ... - . 

occurred last Friday, after the jury had been removed from the courtroom, " the 
newspaper reported. 

"Did you not say you killed Robert Kennedy wilfully, premeditatedly 

and with 20 years of malice aforethought?" Compton asked. "Yes sir, 7 did" was 
; 

Sirhan* s reply. * 

* 

Both defense and prosecution attorneys were called to Superior Judge 
Herbert V. Walker's bench and then Compton asked his final question: "You said 
you were willing to fight for the Arab cause?" 

"Yes sir, " said Sirhan. 

"Are you willing to die for it?" 

"Yea sir, I'm willing to die for it. " 

Cooper then resumed questioning his client, going over line by line 
the transcript of last Friday's blowup. Jurors learned for the first time that 
Sirhan had tried to fire his three attorneys, change his plea to guilty and demand 



execution. 



Cooper asked Sirhan if he hadn't done that because he was mad at the 



way his defense was going, and Sirhan admitted, "5ir, I was boiling. " 



* * * 



FRIDAY, hiARCH 7 "Retro-grade amnesia may explain" why Sirban 
doesn't remember details involved in the assassination of Sen. RobeTt F„ Kennedy, 
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Grant B. Cooper# one of the defense attorneys# remarked# according to a story by 
Al Stump in a Los Angeles- newspaper (Herald Examiner). 

| "In such a case# M Cooper told Stump, "a person has memory along a 
certain line, then it snaps off and he remembers nothing." 



Stump also quoted '^a .leading psychiatrist" as follows: 

"Briefly# this is a condition where a traumatic event happens. The 

* 

person involved retains recall of some of it -- usually the intitial portion. But he 

* 

will forget events prior to it or events associated with it or contributing to it or in 

i ’ 

some way adjunctive to it, 

. "It's a well-known repression with no positive explanation. 

| "And it's very common -- happens to many people. It also Is very 

L easily feigned. " 

Stump also related that Cooper and Bussell E, Parsons# another 
defense lawyer, recently "gave the first clinical analysis yet submitted." 

Cooper said that Sirhan "is not psychotic# but a borderline case of 
schizophrenia of the paranoid type. " 

Continued Stump: 

"These terms mean what in layman's language ? Experts say they mean: 
"Psychotic one who cannot understand reality in either a gross or 

— m 

a special way# a term without the legal implications of the word 'insane.' 

’ : ' “A 



j. "Schizophrenia — type of personality characterized by loss of contact 

with the environment and by disintegration of the personality: Includes dementia 

i 

praecox and some related forms of Insanity. 



-more- 
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- "Paranoid — one who believes others are out to destroy him and he 
must defend himself (but .not often defends himself in an actively violent or criminal 

^ay). 

"Such terms are expected to become vital as clinica.l psychologists and 
psychiatrists move in to testify sometime next wekk. " 

FRIDAY, MARCH 7 -- Dave Smith, staff writer, reported in a Los 

k 

Angeles newspaper (Times) today that Richard Lubic "was the last, and briefest, 
of a puzzling string of defease witnesses whose testimony appeared to strengthen 

t 

the prosecution case" in the Sir ha n case. 

Besides Lubic, who claimed to have heard a voice swear at Senator 

Robert F» Kennedy and then heard the shot, other, per boob heard today were 

Hans Peter Bldstrub, who said Sirhan asked him for information on the senator; 

and two friends of Sirhan, Enrique R aba go and Humphrey Cordero. 

According to Lubic, in the early moments of June 5, he heard a voice 

swear at the senator and then heard the gunshot that took his life. Smith reported 

» • 

that Grant B, Cooper, one of the defense attorneys, "didn't even ask if he could 
identify Sirhan as the man who said, "Kennedy, you son of a bitch, 1 and fired the 
shot. " 

- Bidstrub, testified that Sirhan, drink in hand, asked him as early 

: . - ' * « 

m 

at'HJ p. m. if Kennedy was staying at the Ambassador Hotel, on what floor and 
In what room and if Kennedy had any bodyguards. 

The Witness said he talked to Sirhan about 15^ minutes at one political 
party the night before, and his first impression was that Sirhan was "half drunk 
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acid very talkative.*’ Earlier this week* Sir ha. a told of arriving at the Ambassador 
Hotel, through a aeries of -haphazard changed plans, without knowing Kennedy would 



" Bids tr ub's testimony,*' related the newspaper, "tended to corroborate 
the defense claim that Sirhan had been drinking that night, and three other witnesses 
said they also saw Sirhan with a glass in his hand. 

"Bidstrub'e recollection of the assassination night and of his later 
interviews with law enforcement officials and defense counsel appeared hazy, so 
much so that he could not definitely recall his former statements when confronted 
with them "today. " 

Rabago and Cordero testified they talked with the defendant around 
10 p. m. andjsaid he had a drink in his hand, but did not appear particularly 



intoxicated to them. 

Rabago asked Sirhan if he thought Kennedy would win the Democratic 
primary election and he replied yes, adding: "Don't worry if Sen. Kennedy 
doesn’t win. That son of a bitch is a millionaire. Even if he wins, he’s not 
going to do anything for you, for me or for the poor people. " Rabago said he 
had regarded Sirhan as "educated and arrogant. " 

v * a 
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fiSEKLY SUMMARY 1%1 

le: The assassination of 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy 

Note to editors: Because of the widespread. ihterest 

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy In 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and pro- 
ceedings in court, the Office of Los Angeles County 
District Attorney Jvelle J. Younger is publishing a 
weekly summary of the case. This is the 41st summary, 
and others will be for release on subsequent Wednesdays. 



MONDAY, MARCH 10 — Dr, Martin M. Schorr, a clinical psychologist, 



:oday in court described Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen. 
lobert F. Kennedy, 1 as a paranoid personality — who felt he was right and 



■veryone else was wrong, 1 according to a story in a Los Angeles newspaper 




Times). 



The newspaper continued that the defendant is also 'a schizophrenic 
glided by inner beliefs that didn't match the realities of the outside world.” 
Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner ) dec- 
lared that psychiatric testimony conflicted 'sharply with claims of” Emile 

:ola Berman, one of the defense attorneys. 

■» 

The newspaper related that Berman, in his opening statement, said: 

'The evidence in this case will disclose that the defendant, Sirhan 

irhan, is an immature emotionally-disturbed and mentally-ill youth.” 

The newspaper related that Sirhan, according to Berman, was 

totally a product of a sick, obsessed mind and personality. 1 - * 

Schorr said that Sirhan has no ^psychotic responses'- and Ms not a 

* r 

aving maniac.”' The doctor also said his examination tu| ^^ E ^ p-^ fw mb o^^.<i e nc je 
f brain damage in the Jordanian immigrant. But despite 
pom normal, he added. . ... 






S~Dar 



fm — wot Aneeucs 






more — 





Weekly Summary j?4l 
Page 2 ..I.. 





Schorr described tests given Sirhan and said he scored 1 better 
than the average American 1 * on the lafechsler Adult Intelligence Scale test of 
verbal skills. His verbal intelligent quotient was 109, ranking higher than 
75 per cent of the population. Balancing this was a non-verbal intelligence 
quotient of only 62, better than only 10 per cent of the population, and 
yielding a ‘’spuriously low’* IQ of 98. The average is from 90-100. 

Under questioning by Berman, Schorr, who is affiliated with UC 
Hospital, San Diego, said Sirhan's identification in the Rorschach 'ink- 
blot 4 - test included such things as a dove flying, a crushed frog, a human - 

A 

profile exploding, a ‘male-female 1 rooster, a human trachea, a monster 
-charging at me,' a ballet dancer, ears, scarred seals or sea lions, the act 
of sexual intercourse, the Suez Canal, a rotting red apple and spurting 
)lood and a liver. 

^Schorr pointed out that Sirhan, rather than seeing pictures only 
in the colored ink, sometimes - found recognizable shapes in the white 

3paces, i; .reported Dave Smith, staff writer, in a Los Angeles newspaper 

# 

(Times). 

The general pattern of the test, Schorr testified was the strongest 
evidence of extreme paranoia, a highly aggressive, assertive nature, a 
rigid, very perfectionistic personality convinced of its own rightness, and 
a dangerously high tendency to give way under stress to unchecked emotional 
reactions, said the newspaper. 

~He related that the defendant failed to answer certain significant 
questions on another test, the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory, 
r hlch indicated he 'was very anxious to convince roe- how normal. and sane he 
s. { 
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The doctor said this was a ■ typically paranoid reaction — to con- 

ince me how right he is and wrong everyone else is.' 

He revealed that the indications of psychosis on the tests — 

articularly the wide range of highs and lows — were -'consistent with - - 

chizophrenia, 1 which he described as a ‘discrepancy between the inner and 

uter reality.* 

% 

In court today, Sirhan seemed more pleased with the results of 
he tests than when scores on his IQ tests in junior high school were re- 
ealed several weeks ago — and he exploded, said Smith. 

I 

It was disclosed today that additional police protection for Mrs. 
ary Sirhan, the defendants mother, and his two brothers, Adel and Munir, 
as ordered briefly last week, after reported telephone threats by another 
rother, Sharif. 

A 24-hour guard on the Sirhan home was established for one day. 

olice said no charges have been filed nor -arrests made. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 11 — In his second day of testimony for the defense 

n the Sirhan B. Sirhan case. Dr. Martin M. Schorr, clinical psychologist, 

aid that ; *in the dark recesses of 1 - the defendants mind, he ; harbored hope 

f being caught when he‘ shot Senator Robert F. Kennedy, wrote John Douglas, 

taff writer, in a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald- Examiner ) . 

Schorr told of his theory as he was cross-examined by Dep. Dist. 

tty. John E. Howard. ' 

« * 

Asked by Howard if Sirhan f s behavior around the time of thecas- 

'i *■ 

*ssinetlon indicated he was thinking rationally and thus was not in a dis- 
sociative personality state, another newspaper (Times) said: - 
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"Schorr would not agree that Sirhan f s thinking was rational, but 



only that it was thinking within the context of a paranoid psychosis. 

i 

••Asked if Sirhan might have lied about drinking tjie night of 
June 4f Schorr said that lying under oath would be indicative of socle-- 
pathic tendencies, and that exhaustive testing shov/ed that Sirhan was not 
sociopathic . 

"Howard then asked, 'If you had seen (Sirhan) on June 5, could 
you have predicted the murder of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy?* 

"Schorr said he could not have predicted that specific murder, 

$ 

but said that if similar tests were administered at random to 100 people, 
three or four of them, including Sirhan, would have been pin-pointed as 
•odds -on favorites to commit murder. 1 




"Howard drew from Schorr the admission that one of the tests, the 



iiinnesota iiultiphasic Personality Inventory, was known in psychology by the 
nickname ’uickey nouse, 1 and that it was considered to yield 60 to 70 per 
cent accuracy on sick populations. 

'•But Schorr added that the test was nonetheless considered fairly 
reliable and was used only in conjunction with other tests. His own diag- 
nosis of Sirhan, he said, was not based on the i-iuPI alone, but In the con- 
text of other tests. 

•■Howard also asked Schorr, 't/hat would be the behavior of a man 
who had just committed a political assassination and was glad he had done 

mm 

it?' 

"Schorr said such a person would not have written down his in- 
tention to do so, as Sirhan did in his notebooks, and would not have com- 
mitted the act in such a circumstance as to show his ’hope of being caught . 1 

more — 
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"'“Hope of being caught?* Howard asked skeptically. 

“He wouldn’t go into a crowded pantry#* said Schorr. 'He'd go 
into an armory with a rifle and he'd try to get away. * n j 

“Slrhan was seized by more than half a dozen people before he'd 
even finished firing the eight shots from his revolver in the crowded 
pantry of the Ambassador Hotel). 

Continued the article in the newspaper: 

“Howard also asked Schorr what stress might have developed the 
night of June 4 to push Sirhan Into a dissociative state so that he could 
kill Kennedy and have no recollection of it, 

“Schorr said it might have been the sight of the revolver in 
Sirhan' s car, adding that 'the gun is a symbol that relates to stress 
dating from his formative years. ' 

“Said Schorr, 'The gun symbolized the giving to himself of an 
aggressive personality he doesn't possess; also the need to be treated 
like a man and act like a man; also the need not be castrated, as he 
allegedly was by his father, through alleged cruelty and beatings. *“ 

Schorr also testified that he does not believe that Sirhan was 
capable of mature and meaningful premeditation in the killing of the 
senator. 

He described the Palestinian Arab to the court as. a paranoid 
psychotic, .incapable of controlling his emotions, ruled by obsessions of 
his own grandiosity and delusions of persecution. 

The doctor, who administered five psychological tests to Sirhan 
in November, said he felt the defendant's mental condition was essentially 
the same last June as it was in November and as it £s today. 
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A Los Angeles newspaper (Times) added that if the Jury agrees 
‘■Sirhan could be found guilty of a lesser degree of murder than first de- 
gree, and sentenced to imprisonment rather than death. 1 * 

Describing one of the tests given Sirhan, Schorr said the Thematic 
Apperception Test consists of pictures in which the patient is asked to see 
and then describe a story or set of circumstances. What the patient sees 
depends upon his subconscious reactions, he said. 

Reported the newspaper; 

,! Ey far the most dramatic, however, was Sirhan' s reaction on one 
entirely blank card. Sirhan told Schorr: 

“'This is the figure of that arrogant, self-assured bastard with 
the victorious smirk on his face. This is the true picture of the conqueror. 
It's the minister in Israel, i*oshe Dayan, and he's looking down at people, 
but there's a bullet that's crashing through his brain at the height of 
his glory . 1 

- -Schorr interrupted: 'there in relation to this picture would 

you be standing if you were part of the scene?' 

“'Part of the scene?’ Sirhan retorted, 'I am the scene. I'm the 
one killing him. ' 

"Schorr said Sirhan described other pictures in terms of lonli- 
ness, seeing people as assaulted, depressed, hopeless and suicidal. 

more — 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12 — In his third day of testimony today in 
the Sirhan case. Dr. Martin H. Schorr, clinical psychologist, said the 
defendant "substituted Sen. Robert F. Kennedy for the father he would have 
preferred to kill,* according to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) noted 
that "words spoken by Sirhan minutes after he admitted the fatal shooting 
• . . have come back to haunt him at his murder trial in Superior Court.* 

Feeling it would not be proper to kill his father, Sirhan instead 
compromised ,snd chose a " symbolic repllcal of his father" — Kennedy, the 
psychologist told the Jury* 

He added that Sirhan "also removes the relationship that stands 
between him and his most precious possession — his mother's love." 

During a recess, Mrs. iiary Sirhan, the defendant's mother, ob- 
jected when the statement was read to reporters, and declared, "I don't 
like this." 

In cross-examination of Schorr, Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard 
sought to cast doubt on the validity of psychological tests administered 
to Sirhan in November, contending the scoring and interpretation results 
are arbitrary* 

Schorr, however, defended his scoring of tests given Sirhan and 
would not concede that interpretations would vary widely from one psy- 
chologist to another. 

Schorr repeated his belief that for several hours before and . 
many hours after the killing, the defendant shifted back and forth between 
the real world and a fantasy world. 




i 

\ 
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Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times): 

"The psychologist said Sirhan was unaware he was drifting from 
one state of consciousness to another, and while he may hare wanted to ‘ 
kill Kennedy, he was and still is genuinely unaware that he did. 

■i « 

■ - 0 ' 

"Dep. Dist. Atty. David II. Pitts began to play tapes of the first 
interviews between Sirhan and police after his arrest in the early morning 
of June 5. 

"In the first tape, made at 12:45 a.m. , less than half an hour 
after Kennedy was shot, Sirhan was advised of his constitutional rights, 

A 

including the right to remain silent, and did so. He wouldn't give his * 
name, height or weight, and his f ew responses did not bear on the shooting 



at all." 



* * ♦ 



THURSDAY, frIARCH 13 — The prosecution today continued to play 
recordings of the first encounters between Sirhan and police "in an effort 
to prove the Palestinian Arab was fully self-possessed as he skillfully 
avoided self-incrimination, a reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

"The defense has contended," reported Dave- Smith, staff writer, 
that Sirhan, "several hours before and after the assassination" of Kennedy 
"was in a 'dissociative state* induced by drunkenness, rage and self- 
hypnosis, and that he remembers nothing of those hours." 

Playing of the tapes in court revealed that at first Sirhan was 
uncommunicative, subdued and nearly unaudible as police and district 

attorney's investigators sought to learn his name. However, by 3:15 a.m., 

* 

three hours after the shooting* Sirhan was engaging in earnest discussion 
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and humorous banter — still without telling anything about the shooting 

or even his name. -• . . 

"Every time questions began to bear on the events of the pro- 
ceeding few hours, Sirhan cited his constitutional right to remain silent,* 
said the reporter. 

"He waxed chatty, however, about other matters and discussed 
with Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard, now one of his prosecutors, the Jack 
Kirschke murder case, in which Hirschke, formerly a deputy district attor- 
ney, was convicted of murdering his wife and her lover.'* 

At the Ramparts Police Station and at downtown police head- 
quarters, the defendant "persistently turned questions back on his ques- 
tioners as he asked their views of justice, truth and falsehood." 

"Sirhan also revealed," wrote the reporter, "a quick and appar- 
ently deep affection for Sgt. William C. Jordan, now a lieutenant, who 
questioned him gently on subjects not related to the Kennedy assassination." 

Sirhan. it was revealed, debated with Howard, Jordan end George 
w # 

V. Murphy, district attorney's investigator, on the high cost of prenatal 
care, the stock market, the "Boston Strangler" case, local politics and 
world travel — "all in a blithe but intense manner." 

Concluded the newspaper article: 

"Defense attorneys later told reporters that the tapes could 
support their case as well as the prosecution's, contending that Sirhan' s 
Increasing clarity through the interviews showed only that he was sobering 
up and coming out of his alleged dissociative state." 

* * # * X XI' ~~ 
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FRIDAY, iiARCH 14 — ''A series of striking similarities" has been 

• - » . 

noted in the language of a psychologist's report on the mental condition 
of Slrhan B. Sirhan "and that of a case study In a book by ja New York 
criminal psychiatrist,” according to a New York Times News Service story 

A. r- 

• . « * » 

• » 

In today's editions of a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) . 

Continued the article; 

"The psychologist in the Sirhan case, Dr. liartin ti. Schorr of 
the San Diego County Hospital, acknowledged that he was familiar with the 
book, entitled ”A Case Book of a Crime Psychiatrists," by Dr. James A. 
Brussel, assistant commissioner of mental hygiene for the state of New - 
York. But he denied plagarizing any part of it. 

"•I know I read the book; * Schorr said in an interview ... but 
I know it was prior to the trial.* The he added; 

"'You can use pretty much the same language when you talk about 
cases.* Later, at lunch, the psychologist said that *1 read this book 
quite thoroughly last year. - 

'•'Y/hen I see a phrase that fits in with my thinking, subcon- 
sciously it becomes part of my language.* 

"The similarities were noticed by a reader of the New York Times 
who saw part of Schorr's report in the newspaper. The reader, a New York 
resident who asked that she not be identified, called the Times and said 
she had -(borrowed) Brussel *s book from a library and, after reading it, 
was struck by the seemingly familiar words when she saw the newspaper 
account. 

"in his testimony, Schorr, a defense witness, was allowed by the 
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prosecution to read several excerpts from a four-page report that he had 
prepared on Sirhan after admini sterlng a battery of tests to the admitted ; 
killer of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 11 | 

The article, by Douglas Robinson, offered the following excerpts 
from Dr. Schorr's testimony and from the book: 

r, Dr. Schorr: Essentially, the more he (Sirhan) railed and 

stormed, the more the mother protected Sirhan from his father and the more 
he withdrew into her protection. ' 

w IJr. Brussel: And the more he stormed, the more the mother pro- 

tected her boy and the more he withdrew into her protecting arms. 

w Dr. Schorr: He hated his father and feared him. He would never 

consciously entertain the idea of doing away with him. But somewhere along 
the line, the protecting mother fails her son. 

K Dr. Brussel: The boy hated his father, yes — and, more im- 

portant, feared him. Therefore, he would never entertain the idea of |j 

doing away with the man . . . Then, somewhere along the line, the pro- % 

tecting mother may have 'failed' her boy. i 

‘•Dr. Schorr: She, vrtiom he loved, never kept her pledge, and now 

his pain had to be repaid with pain. Since the unconscious always demands 
maximum penalties, the pain has to be death. | 

‘•Dr. Brussel: She whom he loved never kept her pledge, and he I 

began to feel that she really didn't love him. Pain had to be repaid with gj 

pain, and since the unconscious always demands the maximum, the pain had p 

zo be death. I 

r '5chorr, in discussing the similarity between his report and f 
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Brussel's case 6tudy, said that 'my training was in intraphysics and so 
was his, therefore we think alike. * 

•"One phrase Dr. Brussel has used for paranoids, for example, - 
he continued, *ls champion grudge-hater . I liked the description so much, 
I've used it many times.'" ' 

*# 
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No One’s Looking! 



Has Jaequefina^Cennedy finally found a spot 
where she car/ hava privacy with her son? 
Recently they attended a baUgame, which 
John enjoys and on the Whole they ware 
able to watch tha game without anyone 
bothering them. Actually! ft bob nice Moth* 
or tikes tha game batter than the sonl 
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Perhaps you will think that I an mad, but I am enclosing 
therein a photograph from a Movie land Magazine, of date, 

August, 1967, which I discovered last week, of the Kennedy 
family. There Is no mention In the picture of Robert Kennedy, 
however. It looks like his profile directly In front of John Jr., 
and the child seems to be leaning forward to speak to him. 

However, the reason 1 am' sending same to you is the picture 
directly at the top of John's head, which looks so much like the 
murderer of Robert Kennedy, Slrhan Btshara Slrhan, that I could not 
believe It. Is It possible? Perhaps It is silly of me to think 
this, but I even gave this picture to several of my friends and 
relatives and asked them who It resembled, and some said beyond 
a doubt it was him. If it could be him, does this mean that 
he was following them for more than a year? 

I am employed by Memphis. If you feel that 

this is unimportant, please do not consider me as one of those 
"nuts" But I suppose If It were not for citizens passing on the 
bits and pieces of information that they have, your work would be 
double. Sometimes information that seems unimportant at the time, 
turns out to be very important. It is for this reason that I decided 
to. write. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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C, Los Angeles (56-156) 



SAC, Memphis (62-1605) 



dais: 3/25/69 



■object: keNSALT 



Submitted for the information and possible assistance of 
the Los Angeles X >f fice is a Xerox copy of letter received from one 



Attached thereto is photograph which she 
i from a "Movie land" magazine of A ugust If 



cates wasr t&aen from a "Movie land" magazine of ^ugust 1967, 
Her letter has not been acknowledged and this information is 
'being furnished to you for whatever action deemed necessary. 
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TO: SAC, OKLAHOMA CltZ (89-64) 

PROKj SAC, LOS ASOBLES (56-156) (?) 



V -S' . 






SUBJECT! KEH3ALT 

oot los amq: 







Oklahoma 




725/69 for- 



R • Oklahoma City alrtel to Lot 
warding PD-302'i concerning interview of 

. : - - *. . . ... 

V Enoloaed for the assistance of Oklahoma City It a. ' 
breakdown of the whereabouts of 8XRHAK B. SIRHAB for the period 
of midnight 6/1/68 until the assassination of Senator ROBERT P. 
KENNEDY shortly after midnight 6/I4./68. 

A review of the enclosed FD-302 f a Indicates 
picked up an individual whom he identifies as SIRHAB on 
or 6/1/68 at Rolls, Missouri* It has been established by inves- 
tigation that on 6/1/68 at 1:00 P.M. BIRHAB was at Corona, 
California, firing on the police pistol range, and later that ' 
same day, at approximately I4.OO P.H. to 5*30 P.M*, was purchasing 
ammunition at San Marino, California. The extensive investiga- 
tion conducted concerning SIRHAB has not ascertained that he 
ever belonged to any union*' \ • s - t 




The aeries of events as related! 
rise to a speculation that a conspir 
»e interviewed at length, al ong with 

1 to refut 



give 
hould be 





It would appei 

2^- Oklahoma City (toe. - 1)(AK) 
Angeles :■ 







, for reasons that are not 
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INDEXED 

SERIALIZED ^ / 
FILED __ . 
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LI 56*156 



clear, has attempted to interject himself Into this mat tar >' 

> . and with tha statements of tho Individual In question "having 
to swat a woman and two man in Los Angeles” create a conspiracy ‘ 

*- In connection with tha assassination* 

' * r ”' 

^ this matter should be handled on an expedite basis* 

as the current trial of SIRHAH B. SIRHAN is almost at an end. 
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FROM* 



- - ‘ - ' ---r * 1; % >; 

SAC# DALLAS 777 ^ ’V.; y.V vl‘; 

8AC# LOS AVOKLKS (£6*l56)(P) ; 



*• &‘j? 

.. .71 



SUBJECT* KBKSALT 

; 00 1 LOS ABOSLB 



The Los Angelea Folic# Department (LAPD), who are 
currently handling tho investigation concerning SIRHAH B* SZRHAI 
in connection with tho assaealnatlon of tho lata Senator ROBERT 



LU 



it 



F« EENNEXJTMiav^md^^^eguest that# If possible # a statement " " 
given the Dallas# Texas# Sheriff's Depart - 

went on 11 / 23/03 be obtained In order that the file In eonnee* 
tion with the present Investigation be complete * 



mm 
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The LAPD on 3/13/69 oontaoted one ^^■■■bf the ' 
Dalles# Texas# Sheriff's Department# who advised Chat he had 7 
located the interview In question and read portion^o^Jt over 
the telephone to representatives of the LAPD. fH^I^Bhdvieed 
tha^^^op^conld not be fun^ahe^vithoufc the approval of 

On 3/25/69lHHHHHA va * telephonlcally 
oontaoted by the LAPD and advised that he had the report in . 
question but declined to forward it to the LAPD* 

■ = The Dallas Division is requested^^^^ri^stsbliSbed * 
liaison sources, to determine if a oopy oyH|BB^itats- 
ment to the Sheriff's Offioe can be ssourea ror the completion 
of the files of both the LAPD and the FBI i n connection with the 
assassination of Senator ROBERT F* KENNEDY* Expedite. , 



I ^ *'* # m ' ■ * ^ ^ 2 m f* * ^ pi a ■ 4 •# * ^ ■ * ti i ' ■ 

i r >^- -2 Dallas (AM) ~ ' ' 

X-:<k- OP- Los Angels* ,* : V* /ft** 

^ -Kot«*- SfrgtefjSnt should be given to 

SU3 Unit,- when SEARCHED 

-obtained,^ INDEXED 

•' ' SEUL7.,!-..:f- 

FIL'D 
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UNITED STATES 



Memorandum 



: SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 



date: 3/28/69 



- SA AMEDEE O, RICHARDS, JR. 



■ubject: KENSALT 



hit) 






SUS Unit on 7/8/68. 



Interviewed by Lt. HERNANDEZ, 
e Los Angeles Police Department, 



or to that date/^Sgt . ALEXANDER interviewed 

connection with material being prepared ' 
by the Department, a copy of this interview was requested 
of the Los Angeles Police Department by this office. 

Sgt. FRANK £ATCi£EET-of the Los Angeles Police 
Department, SUS Unit, advised that he had rechecked j he t '0 

.files of the Los Angeles Police Department and thatJBgt. . 
ALEXANDER had n ot made a written report concerning his 
first intervlew^^BHH^II^^ anticipated a second 
interview. The second Interview was the one with %»t* HERNANDEZ 
and this office has a copy of this interview. 
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W33KLY SUMMARY #*2 

Re: The assassination of 

Senator Robert V. Kennedy 



' *“■ ’ Rote to editors: Because of the widespread interest 

In the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy In ' 

- r Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceedings 

in court, the Office of Los Angelos County District . 

’ , . Attorney Svelle J. lounger is publishing a weekly • : 

summary or the case. This is the L2nd sunmary, end . ^ > s *' : . 

■ - others will be for release on subsequent Wednesdays. .. ■ ■ 4 * 

JZ& . - V-.' .v .l . i > ..... 

V>c- MONDAY, MARCH 17 --Slrhan Blshara Slrhan, the accueed 

-■-v ./ ' • * ' - 4 *- , • ’ v* - - 

assassin of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, 'was almost a forgotten man 

•- .. ~ - S . • •■■■ •' . . , f . 1 

' at his own murder trial as a subsidiary trial shaped- up over the. . 
credibility of clinical psychologist Martin M. Schorr today, re- 
ported a Los Angelas newspaper (Times). 11 ' 

. ‘ After learning last Friday that many of Dr. Schorr's . 

etatenents about the - defendant 'were almost verbatim quotes from • 
another man's book, the prosecution began introducing relevant 
portions of the book, 'Casebook of a Crime Psychiatrist,' by Dr, 

James A. Brussel," es evidence, related the newspaper. 

It was indicated by Dep, Diet. Atty. John 3. Howard,. .one ; 
of three prosecturors assigned to the case by Dist. Atty. Svelle J, 
Younger, that portions of ths book not admitted Into evidence will 
then be brought out in continued cross-examination of the psychologist* 
'.f I.’: .. Schorr testified that Slrhan ahot Kennedy last June as a 
'qymbolle replica* of his own father. Schorr's analysis of Slrhan . 
was found to be almost an identical match to Brussel's hypothetical 
analysis of a Hew York killer more than a decade ago,* added the 
newspaper. . - .. \ _-V/ ^ 

Meanwhile, another Loe Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner), 

_ * » • ' . 

noted that a letter written by Schorr to Russell 2. Parsons, ode of 

* •«.. . 1 i * 

the three defense lawyers, r was read Into the record. It reported 
Slrhan hated his father and transferred this hatred to Kennedy*'’ 
Continued the newspaper's account: 

... *The wording of the letter writtwn in December of last 
year was similar to Brussel's language In the Psychiatrist-author's 
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description of a 1957 murder ease in Heir York. 

• Assoc is te prosecutor John Howard pressed Schorr on the 
possibility the psychologist nay have prejudged Sirhan. 

• The letter from Schorr to Parsons dated July 10 — - before 

Schorr interviewed Sirhan — said in pert: - - 

* 'Host Borders committed by basically passive non-violent 

* • *■ 

personalities are psychotic discharges of previously undiagnosed 

. ». 'a 1 *. i % ' *"• ^ ’■ - -** ' ** ' “i" . r • %. - ' * '• 

subtle but real schizophrenia. ' .* 

; J • - However, Schorr insisted he did riot reach any conclusions 
about the defendant's mental state until after he examined Sirhan.' 

J: V:-'j : -V i.- • . i . v > • ■> 

~y - TOZSDAT, KARCH IS Psychologists, including Dr. Orville 
Roderick Richardson and Dr. Kart in H. Schorr, today assessed Sirhan 
B. Sirhan ’as a man of diminished mental capacity,' according to a 
Los Angeles newspaper { Herald- iitaminer ) ; . ' r .. " * - - 

/ Dr, Richardson told the court that the defendant ‘appeared 

to be in somewhat worse Shape when Dr. Schorr tested him than when I 
tested him. 1 * 

The doctor tested Sirhan on July 20, 1968, about six weeks 
after Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was slain. Schorr examined Sirhan on 
November 25-26, 1968. y ^,V-. _ - \ 

• Reported the newspaper: j!. . 

■ ■ • ’Deterioration in Sirhan's thinking processes during the 

intervening months. Dr. Richardson said, showed up in the defendant's 
responses on the Bender-Gestault test, in which a subject copies - . 
various designs presented to him. 

;; , -the two psychologists told the court their findings to 

almost the same battery of psychological examinations: the Rorschach, 

in which a subject evaluates ink blots; tho ‘Jexler Adult Intelligence' 
Scale, which measures Intelligence; the Bender-Cestault ; the Minnesota 
Multi phasic Personality Inventory, in which a subject tells a story 
about a series of pictures. ■ - 

• Dr. Richardson, arriving at generally the same conclusions 
as Dr. Schorr, emphasised that he made his evaluation on the basis of 
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'content and sequence analysis, 1 or whet the answers said rather than 

* 

os the quantitative or statistical results used by.Dr . Schorr,’ 

2arlier today. Dr. Schorr concluded six days of testimony 
and under cross-examination admitted that he copied several passages 
used in his report from - X Casebook of a Crime Psychiatrist^ by Dr. 
James A. Brussel. - 

Reported the newspaper: •• - ~ - > : - 

“ . - » ‘-He said he copied the material because he wanted ’to use 

language that was alive and vivid to state what I had _so f uablingly 

^ , . • . - ' _ . m r 

stated in my earlier report. 1 ^ " 2 

’The borrowed phrasing, he said, was used* only to illustrate 
his findings from testing Sirhan end in no way influenced his evalu- 
ation of the defendant. / /„ - .. /■/.'<■ . : - 

•He said he knew nothing about the cases Dr. Brussel was 

describing, but liked the way the author described paranoid chars c- 

'• j ' .. ■ . . . ... • • . 

t eristics. • ; -r 

*• Pressed by Assistant District Attorney John J. Howard, 

Dr. Schorr said he often copies phrases from technical books and 
that, 'When I use language to describe what I have already written, 

Z don’t quote It (indicate by quotation marks). I don't claim - 

•r 

authorship for these.**; , • i l* • 

j . ***■ "-7. ’■ • ■ f" . 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19 — -Watching Sirhan Bishara Sirhdn 
every day, it Is sometimes difficult to remember he is a man, 25 ’ 
years old today,- Dave Smith, staff writer for a Los Angeles news- ...' 
paper (Times) wrote today. .; . A - ; 

Continues the article, in part: r ; ’ 

^ , i-* 4 ' • ■ ■ ’ft' r . V..-, •'.***■ * t-v . 5 V -V 1 ~ -i •* '« ■V*"'' ' . 1 *' ^ -£\ ’ 

'To many people, a 25th birthday iq a time to take stock 

‘ V 

on that first third of their lives which usually governs how the 
* rest will go. 

■ But to Sirhan, this milestone marks the virtual end of a 
life that was oddly incomplete, barely begun...;..-. 

‘He enters the courtroom with a jnmt; strut, smiles and 
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waves at hla Bother, Ilary, and brothers* Munir and Adel* and occa- 
sionally even nods a greeting to certain reporters whose stories he 
has read and been pleased with. 

■ He is elaborately polite to everyone in the court roo«, 
chopping up his sentences with a respectful 'sir* et every phrase* 
so that he is sometimes. difficult to follow as he thre.ads his deli- 
cate* courteous way through testimony on how he shot Sen. Robert F. .- 
Kennedy in the head at point-blank range but can't remember doing it. 

: He is on trial for his life* in what he reportedly regards 
as a purely political assassination, an act of patriotism to the 
Palestinian Arab cause* justified by maltreatment of Arab refugees 
like himself. . \y r/ Y"Yf''Y Y. 

■ - * ‘ ' '1 *t • -- ’ ‘ _ 

. * All the psychiatric evidence for both sides agres that . 
Sirhan doesn't want to be portrayed es a psychotic, but as a man 
with a mission. ... ; , 

’ Sirhan *s view of his -motive is thus a heroic one, and he 
is said to be gratified that many Palestinian refugees regard him 
as a national hero and eloquent exponent of their long-standing 
grievance against Zionism, jj, ;YYY : - / r *? : . 1 ' 

•What is striking about Sirhan* s view is its utter irrele- 
vance to the quiet Pasadena existence he has known for half his life. 

; 'In some twisted way that perhaps only psychiatry nay ever 
explain* Sirhan walked the quiet, shaded streets of Pasadena and 
grew to a meek, polite adulthood with bloody scenes of Arab-Ieraeli 
conflict raging before his mind'aeye.- - Y/ Y- - - , t ~ ~ Y 

’ '■ Concerning Sirhan* s inability to remember the events at 
the Ambassador Hotel, Smith notes that this is tjie keystone of 
Sirhan 'a defense theory of diminished capacity to premeditate. 

V • » 

’ His attorneys claim that the diminutive Arab was in a 
trance when he killed Kennedy, suffering a dissociative reaction to 
which paranoid schizophrenics are prone, abetted by degrees of drunk- 
enness* self-induced hypnosis, long-term rags at Zionism and short- 
term regeiat Kennedy's support of Israel. * - — ' 
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‘The prosecution counters that Sirhan T s alleged trance is 
part retrograde amnesia and part convenience. 

"Whether amnesia is feigned or a genuine part of Sirhan's 
mental illness remains to be proved. But the untested evidence of 
his Illness — from his childhood in Jerusalem to his own chaotic 
scrlbblings in his eollega notebook - testify to both a life of 

flight down blind alleys and to an iron prode that could not or 

•*, 7 v-.tf *-• - * 7 -.'7.. -r"r. ' * «*'*. i- ; ** ' 

would not aeek a way out.* : V, ;. T ’ ; - . - v. 

•' * ■. y? ' 

In court today* Dr. 0. Roderick Richardson* clinical psy- 

;* i . • . .• y* p * ■- . * ■ " 

chologist, resumed the stand and described Sirhan as a paranoid : . 
schisophrenic whose mental illness was : about as severe as you can 
get without being unchangeable.*; ; ' 

Be told tha court that he felt Sirhan had been acutely ill 
’ * for a year or two* before tha June 5 slaying, adding that when he 
administered psychological tests last July* Sirhan was then -getting 
worse. V • '" **.*’* _SV-^ 

9 The defendant, related Richardson, -was a very ill person 

who was descending further into mental illness.- Sirhan, he con- 
tinued, had not passed the point of no return. He was close to being 

■ ■ - - *«t ‘ s f * * ~ " .. 

Incurable, but at 111 capable of either improvement or regression. 

S The doctor said he felt Sirhan f s condition had worsened bf 

November* when ha was tested by Dr. Martin M. Schorr who, after slit 
days on tbs stand, admitted he lifted from a psychiatrists book - . • 
the language he used in describing Sirhan as a paranoid schisophrenic. 

• ’-On the whole*', reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Timas), . . 

\ *' * . ’ *- *- • r- . ’ 1 - _ 

‘-Richardson's conclusions tended to support those of Schorr* though -->» 



Richardson admitted under cross-examination by Dep. Dist. Atty. David 

V. ~ ^ A j •* . f ■ . - I*. . r- i 4 - p - ' . - . ' • " ‘ - * “ * ’ /* '* 

_ it. Fitts that he scores tests differently from Schorr* and would not 

have made certain conclusions that Schorr did* * • 

* . 

•In describing Sirhan' s paranoia* Richardson said he 
found Sirhan to be 'blaming, suspicious, wordy* power-oriented, 
judgemental and moralistic* in his* relationship with other people. 

•He said Sirhan showed signs of delusions* of omnipotence 

- * more -- 
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and grandeur and wishes to associate himself with symbols of pres- 
tige and status. Sirhan also felt himself the victim of unidentified 
Influences, Richardson testified. 

‘Richardson said Sirhan had a superior intelligence and 
likened him to a ’good engine out of tune 1 because of erratic func- 
tioning in his daily emotional life. 1 

_ The witness also declared that Simian's reactions to the 

’ Thematic Appreception Test revealed depressive, suicidal,, hostile 

rf” * " • ' . . • v _ . - , • , ** •_ ■ » * *m * . 

Tendencies heightened by anxiety over anything suggesting sax. . ' 

- ■' Said the newspaper: - - > V;' v> v. ' : ' 't S' 

■One reaction, to a picture oa a man and Woman in a bed- 
room, ’suggests a sexual problem,’ Richardson said. Sirhan inter- 
preted the picture as showing a man after he had either raped or ' 
strangled the woman. ’This emphasis on aggression and hostility . 
in connection with sex, * Richardson said, ’makes the sexual topic 
.. a frightening one* for Sirhan.^ 

* * ♦ 

THURSDAY, MARCH 20 — Sirhan 6. Sirhan premeditated the 
killing of Senator Robert P. Kennedy, but not in the ’mature and • " 
meaningful- way that must be proved to Justify a death sentence for 
first-degree murder In the opinion of a clinical psychologist and a 
psychiatrist, both of whom testified in the trial today. 

5 it. ;* < ' . ■ 

0. Roderick Richardson, psychologist, said that Sirhan's 
plan to. kill Kennedy *would be premeditation of the sort when a 
’ mental patient in a locked ward plans to steal the keys from the ' 
night nurse' and escape through the kitchen window.- 

■ ;t., * *' - ’ ’ • ■ 

Psychiatrist iric H. Marcus conceded that Sirhan was cap- - 
kble'of planning the slaying, forming an intent to commit murder and 
harboring malice aforethought. . ' " ‘ 

But, added Marcus, such plans arose from Sirhan’s paranoid 
view of himself as a ‘ savior of society,’ and in this context could 
not constitute mature and meaningful premeditation. 

Besides Richardson and Marcus, the defense called two more 



more 







Weekly Summary ;'42 
Pag* 7 - - 



O :. O 

- .*• v 

clinical psychologists, Or. Stephen J. Howard and Or. William Crain. 
The two were excused with little or no cross-examination, and testi- 
fied they examined raw data from fire psychological tests administered 
by Richardson to Sirhan. 

A Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported that aftjr ^evalu- 
ating the tests independently- they -reached the same diagnosis as 
Richardson: that Sirhan is a paranoid Schizophrenic and was in a 

.. - i . ‘ « 'r. k. i , ■ . - . . . 

state of diminished mental capacity when he shot Kennedy.! 1 . 

"y* *, ’*■ It was revealed for the first time in open court — hy 

’Marcus — that the prosecution's psychiatric consultant. Or. Seymour 
Pollack, also considers Sirhan a paranoid schisophrenic, added the ... 
newspaper.-- ’ . _ v . 

/.V - j . But, Marcus testified. Pollack also maintains that there 
Is no relationship between Sirhan' s mental illness and the cflma. 

• ^ i- • " . ■ ’ 1 • 

Marcus found Sirhan to he suffering from delusions of persecution, . 

, particularly political persecution, and said, I fail to see that 
logic' of contending there is no relationship between Sirhan’ 8 de- 
lusions and his ‘committing a crime directly related ' to his political 

views. V'S* ’^7 

. , ’ ■* . .f . ^ r ~ . * - ’ 

Dnder .questioning by Grant B . Cooper, one of the defense 
attorneys, Marcus admitted that he and all other psychologists end 
psychiatric experts in the case, including Pollack, had met on Teb. 

2 in Cooper's office to compare findings. . 

Reported the newspaper: - 

V ' *Jt was after that meeting, when all reports for both sides 

turned out to he in substantial agreement, that the prosecution and 

*. ’ • ' •• 

defense agreed to submit a change of plea, from Innocent to guilty, 
with the understanding tJwt Sirhan would receive a life sentence. 

Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker was willing to Accept 
the plea change, hut Insisted that the jury determine the penalty. 
Sirhan was unwilling to risk the death penalty at that time, so the 
agreement fell through. 

■ The defense went on with its origins! plea and the prose- 

•»* * 

cution was comnitted to try the case and attempt to dilute the effect 
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of psychiatric testimony that is corroborated by its own experts. 1 

During cross-examination by Dep. Diet. Atty. David S. Fitts 
today, Richardson was asked If Sirhan might hare slain the senator 
because he wanted to be regarded as a hero to the Palestinian Arab 
cause. 

Sirhan -was not grandstanding,' said Richardson. He con* 
ceded that some people could have seen themselves la a' hero’s role 
in the Arab-Israeli conflict and decided to kill on a rational basis, 
but not Sirhan. " W V J f "**• '* " ‘ 

.r ■ - % - r m ’ - - * 

- Richardson added that Sirhan’ 8 testa showed that his de- . 
cisions are not made on a rational basis but a psychotic one. 

„ As for Sirhan' s mental condition, Marcus testified that 
this became noticeable only after the defendant was thrown from a _ w 
horse in September, 1966. Soon after the fell, Sirhan, who had am- 
bitions to become a Jockey, quit his Job as an exercise boy. 

Noted the newspaper: ^ ' 

•Marcus said Sirhan did not suffer any brattto damage from 
the fall, but said the fall 'was the last straw. His career aspira- 
tions were finished and from then on he started going visibly 

* 

downhill.*' i ’ 

■i. 

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald- Examiner) 
related that the defense had reduced the number of its witnesses, and 

s- - 

quoted Cooper aa saying -We might as well wind It up. We're in good 
shape so why prolong it.' 

Added the newspaper: ; , ; . '"J ' ' - 

' 1 Cooper foresaw that the defense could conclude its ease 
by the end of next week. Only 24- hours earlier he had forecast a v 
timetable which would have lasted at least two weeks.- 

* * * *' * * 

FRIDAY, MARCH 21 — A psychiatrist, Dr. iric H. Marcus, 
said in court today that Sirhan B. Sirhan was deliberately made 
drunk in his cell last year for medical tests. . 

The defendant had to be physically restrained because 
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the alcohol turned Mb Into a - wild beast, the psychiatrist related. 

Slrhan, added Karcus, was given six ounces of gin in Ton 
Collinses, downing four in 18 minutes, - and you night say he went 
beserk.- 

Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Tines) : 

1 While drunk, Slrhan would not talk about his fatal shootlngT 
of Robert /. Kennedy last June, but spoke of Kennedy as If he were 
^ still’aliee,’ 'Marcus testified; V 'C’. i 

-r. . • "He said Slrhan numb led that *20 years is long enough for l . 

the Jews,' that Kennedy 'didn't have to help then, and 'The bastard 
(Kennedy) isn't worth the bullets,' when asked if he killed him. 

' Marcus said Slrhan was very polite When sober, but wties 
drunk yelled, 'Get that bastard out of here,* as Marcus, a Jew,* started 
to enter the cell. ' : j. . , Cr--* 

... -But later, Marcus said, Slrhan mistook him f or a brother eni 

' ‘ / ( ; . - * 

i » ■ „ . ** ■ , 

'asked me to take him home.* Marcus said he had the Impression Slrhan' 
thought he was St the Ambassador and wanted to be driven home. 

The defense which called Marcus to testify, contends that - 

Slrhan was Intoxicated the morning of June 5, when he shot Kennedy* . 

■ '* ‘ . _ 

/-• >' •' 'Marcus said Slrhan appeared extremely nervous and agitated 
^ When druiik in his cell and *t one point grabbed for his own throat, 
thinking he was choking. . . 

: v ’ ; ' ‘ ' * Marcus said Slrhan was given the alcohol to test his brain 

.'waves undsr the influence of alcohol... . . . *■ ' . 

1 Sarlier, Marcus conceded Sirhan night be lying or 'malingering 1 

in claiming he doesn't remember killing Kennedy. i. 

^ ■ ’But, Marcus added, he doesn't believe* so." '> - : 

Defense Atty. Grant B. Cooper today ' off ered into evidence . 
two of Sirhan 1 s high school historytextg in attempting to prove that 
Sirhan '-stay have begun vaguely planning an assassination as early as 
1962 or 1963, whan he was a Junior or senior at John Muir High School in. 
Pasadena,'' reported the newspaper. , xxpPS; '; * • * 

"*’■ In one book, where the' assassination of William McKinley Is 




■y-i 



. * - r\ 
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described as the third slaying of • U.S. president , Sirhan Mas alleged 
to have written, : Many more will coat. 

In the second book, on European history, Sirhan is said to 
have underlined a passage describing the 1914 assassination of Austrian 
Archduke Francis Ferdinand — the set which triggered World War I* 

'It was the Only underlining. in the entire text, 1 said the 



newspaper, :: - ' " * ' ‘ ? ■ 

Under cross-examination by Dep. Diet. Atty. David W. Fitts, 

r* i . \ .*.••• 

Marcus said Sirhan had told him at some point during the four psychiatric 
interviews stretching from June-October, 1966, that he couldn't remember 
the hours immediately before and after the shooting of Kennedy. 

* Iou don't believe it, do you? 1 asked Fitts'. 5 Yes, I believe 
it,” responded the psychiatrist. • 

■' -Marcus .said Sirhan might have developed a retrograde amnesia, 
which results 'when a person does something that causes so much anxiety 
that It is blocked out of s person's mind... In my experience, I have 
hardly ever seen a murderer who remembers what he's done. I think 
it's s bona fide amnesia, not malingering, ' • reported the newspaper. 

... Meanwhile, -another Los Angeles dews paper (Herald- Examiner) 

r ’’.v • ** - . . ' ‘ 

noted that Dr. Bernard L- Diamond, associate dean of criminology at 
the University of California, Berkeley, testifying today said that 
ha diagnosed Sirhan as mentally ill and suffering from schisophrenic, 
Sirhan was 'drawn like • magnet' to Kennedy, whoa he ad- 
mittedly shot. Diamond added. - t - - v - 

. Sirhan was said to ha.ve told Diamond that he laved and hated 
Kennedy. The criminologist said he came to accept the contradictory . 
conversation as typical of Sirhan, related the newspaper.'. - 

Continued the newspaper's report of the trla,l: , .. 

-Dr. Diamond, who said he saw psychological test results 
showing Sirhan mentally ill before he met the defendant, recounted 
what Sirhan told him about the night of June 4-5. 

'The story he related to me on the initial Interview iw 
essentially the story which he told on the witness stand,* he said. 



•' - •- v. 
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with the um * conspicuous omission* of events of the shooting or 
memory of writing in diaries that he wanted to assassinate Kennedy.’ 

• * * 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22 — A Los Angeles newspaper (Herald -Examiner) 

today, published an Associated Press story from Taibeh, Occupied Jordan, 

quoting Sir ban’s father as saying his son shot Kennedy because of the 

. .... ... ... - 1 — 
senator* » endorsement of Israel. r- ■' 

* - \ t ‘ ' * 1 

Vj'--:' • Sirhan Sirhan, Sr. , an olive grower, rejected testimony 

- *’?. r - ' ‘ 

given in his son's Los Angeles trial that the son may* have been - * ; 

’ mentally upset at the time of the slaying , 1 reported AP- “ . 7 - ‘ 

t . The father said, according to AP, • there is nothing wrong 
with Sirhan. He tries to tell the court why he killed Sen. Kennedy 
but they won't let him. ' 71';": •• 

If Sen. Kennedy had not said he would send Phantoms (planes), 
tanks and other military equipment to Israel, Sirhan would not have 
dose it,’ the father stated. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. JUitabeth Young Svens, 43, who was shot during 
the Kennedy assassination, filed a $351,000 Superior Court damage suit 
against Sirhan, according to the same newspaper. / ' ; * 

In the suit, Mrs. Evans also named 50 John Coes.; They 
include ' unknown persons 1 ' who may have conspired with Sirhan in the 
fatal shooting. Also named as Doe defendants are the manufacturers • 
and sellers of the pistol used in the assassination. ---. 
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Be tos Angeles air tel to Bureau dated 3/25/69* 

' BBt VEEKIY HEWS REJBASE FROM 
. r LOS ANQELES COUNT* DISTRICT 



«.r^ *- - A 



Attached herewith are two copies of an eleven 
page weekly summary of Information prepared for the benefit 
of the news media by the Bos Angeles County District 
Attorney's Office. This release Is dated 3/26/69 and Is 
being furnished for the information of the Bureau# 
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Ff&ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

' . ^.,. June 12, 1968 



mi shed the 

following information and requested that the source of 
information (hinself) be kept confidential: * 

About five weeks ago, early May, a short time 
after the shooting of K\zniL±Jm^Yll^ hr. .nJn.^Vt 
friends vea 

gcalls that one of the individuals^ 

individual 

not recau. other than a lives in JErlfinart, ** 

California. 

On this o c cg s ion , sod_llia_»£roup that he 
had received a long distance telephone call from friends in 
the las Vegas area requesting a contribution from him to help 
pay a one half to three quarte^aillion dollar contract to 
assassinate I1QBI3RT K&Tj!I 33Y at ed fr hafc the assassination 
was to take place if It appeared KEnHBDY was to gain the Demo- 
cratic Presidential nomination, and that California was con- 
sidered as the conclusive proof point of that probable nomination. 

^ragged that he had offered* $200 towards this 
contract.' Kc intimated that those friends were members of the 
"Mafia”. lie further stated that he told the people from Las 
Vegas that he could ‘probably drum up at least $50,000 to 
$100,000 jUlJ£§lii8&* Cal if ontia, area alone. 

advised that KS2H-TEDY has bccnlto Delano 
three tines in the past year. Prior to ltSH riuDY's visits the 
area was quiet and untroubled, however, since hie visits there 
have been riots, strikes, and picketing. 
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Ra Sacramen to f latypa 6/7/68 concerning Interview 



Record* at Lot Angela! fall to rafleet FD-302 ever 
received* Plaaaa forward* . ; . 
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NOTE: Hand ptini name* legibly; handwriting satisfactory for remainder. 
Indicsm |~~| Negative I | See below 



Subject's nine sad sUkses 



Address of subject 




Quittln of esse 

KENS A HUT 






Complainant** address and 
telephone number 




Complaint received 
r% Personal j | Telephonic 



Date 



.Time , 



li q, 
-O V 






Race 



Age 



l Sex 

□Male 
1 I Female 



Height 


Hail 


Build 


Weight 


Eyes 


Complexion 



Birth date and Birthplace 



Scars, marks or other data 
* 



Fact* of complaint 

Comp* advised that recieved letter from subject (copy 
attached) on 3/17/&9* Advised furnished original letter to 
Seecret Service, Los Angeles* 
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pst of all nay I ex^ldTh. 1 am not staking an erf or t to - t ^'^ s ' 
bring to Justice any one for the murder of Bobery Kennedy nor. that 
communist Hartln L. King--- because It was Justice that, they got . 
what they deserv edi but, I have the promise of a few certain newspapers 
that If I can OBICINAT my story in another paper that they will then 
allow me to have open space for the exposing of the piot^po hiave . 

taken over our country last summer all of which I will explain - t '£7%^ 
• further in this letter. Also, it will esta lish pyoof'as fco^ Why * 

wine was blank ina llrur L.BJ-— n© one on earth' haa this V-;#? 



^.^VJv.v.sjy letters which X sent out of pr son. Be. even sent- his negro leader^-.--*; 

from' the OS to the prison to "lecture on Cod" another coesnunlsb 
L-^';/ x ,pitoh-^-» and* they f ell for It and came to thb , US to march - In' the ^ V . 

■'>'iots--T? v. *'-’v ■. v**— y=_. x ' *£ * v fer‘ 

- . K 0 w--- the plot for the take over- — . r was to assist the f •>■{? 

^ 'group from Mexico and Cuba an American lady who was then a Kex lean 

to kidnap the grandson of L'.BJ and LUcy — : then, when hh . r and L'.BJ resign? 
v the ’oommunlst in the Pentabon would take over--- then, burning of v , vi-'- 
U sSIvS--'. the oltles wou d begin- — then--- the c lldren were to be dr oped on- *• 
cfo : £? - the White House dome a living fire torch--- at whliihYtVie the nation V, • 
■'* ; was to have been tied up in a strike by George Meaney- — and Bulther--'-' 

that Mr T Hof fa was in prison was to their advanate'ge’ and plot — £ ~ 
s* then , as the manus rlpt explains, they (communist Twer e tb fores \-A^ 
pV. £ v ; Congress to draft the services of . fiobert Kennedy .• Presa and 

w. Pulbright vice president — - then, the Unions were,. to be nationalised 
r m’- and the director was to be Meaney — Bui they was to be as si a tent 
* to Kennedy--- ( to guard Kennedy so as. to no allow all . party jobs V 

v . r :i 'r to go to his friends) Discontinue the C.1A» and put Helms fiver the 

P.3.1 and ABE FOBTAS the chief Justice * then take J* E ger Hoover 

Earl Warren. L.3J and H.L* HUnt of Dallas and put then in a concentrati 

v. -••■**. camp tn Wlokenburg. Arizona and we were then a communist natlon-- 

. Well. I got home and to ‘the. ted that 5C.OCO 

-■ - Ami €mnt ^ Vn ^ A^cr ' ether ~i5Ci 000 . - - ■ 
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When I reached hose I went to the F.SI and later 

some one contacted me an?. gave we living, money — I vent into hiding 
Until agter the Eesurectlo.c city was destroyed — - I' offered to 
£c though with my part but the F.3I agent In charge, **x .Whaley, \ ■ .r 

in 3 n uston said that it was too dangerous and he took over-—-' I . . ’■ 
even notified the ■ cf wheri the amunition was stcrel and all the 
deta Is--- all of vhlcn corresponded '•• 1 th tne data I had sent *-/*"7 

then of a secret attact by ar. on our Vest coast with a rented 

(§uupoeedly) submarine from Bsssia all of which was loading in ;» 77 - 

N rthern Japan and pascin,. in a certain area of the Sea of Japan * i *'V 

which caused the Puebla to go there and It was taken-— there was 
ample tine fur the captain to have gotten secret arterial and aaay- — 

45 minutes expired an?, no message was sent as was the report of 7 * 

the Mexlounpapers our papers have not related the same story. Our " 

saber Jets were from 7 minutes to 11 minutes away N_w you tell ;•-* 

me that the ship had to be taker. Vhen'my story is originated . 

as a paid advertisement, then T can later be Interviewed by the . cV‘ 

pres? and say r.uci and I will V. 

As you will read In the manuscript that X am making an *«/• 

effort to assist fir. loffa ^ell, please do not mention this T ■• 4 

manuscript to any one„because the Examiner might be frightened off , 4 - - 77- 
from publishing it. 0 t cf l£2 newspapers the Examiner was the * W‘-7*;- 
only .one who would publish this for me — There are those In the - ; V 

Teamsters Union who are double crossing; Hr. James Hoffa-^- I know 

many decent fine things a out Mr. Hof fa At the present the w ; -f 

men who are planning to take over and away from him j-he Union B~sb * V ; 

Job are those sponsored by the George Jleaney and Ruither of the 
other Unions so as to put another communist in the Union — toforce , }' * 
Mr. Hof fa out. I have had a contact from fir/ Hoffa from one who . 
visited her son and the son gave her a message for me. It was this — 

to add the story of fir. Hof fa (see new edition in the manus ript) /// T-’* 

so as to alert the teamsters to what Is happening- — - to pay any v l- ' 

fee necessary for the money with which to publish this manuscript. ... .f r. 

( 1 lost three homes wiped out my business — my new car--- and the 

neighbors who paid my ho,e payment were threatened by telephone -i. * ’V ... 

until the bank forHclosed on the property the Health department . 

ordered a bon fire made of all paper material In ' the house due to 

na/fdent^-y*- r 0 dents — Can you Imagine a three year old house and ' :: 

All^iurhlture brand new--- Upon returning to my home I visited r •; 7* 

my friends — there were those whos position forbid them from 1 -iV 

associating with me — ethers were wild that I should say there 
were communist In cur government* And. above all else* those who i />.’ 

t'onc£ loved and trusted said, "So what— -every thing Is communist 

these days it is fashionable — - ** T^ey wanted to hear nothlgn. It 

l#*beleived that Judge Wilson will grqnt another appeal to Hof fa 
if H&ffa has the support of the American public such as I havesuggested 
In this manuscript by and through telegrams — ^ 1 “ 

, . jj 0w j, ere j^ cw y Cu c ,* n help me . ELease ±a'<e thla ^nuBf.rlp 

to the LOS ANGLES HERCLD EXAfilKEH AI'O XW 3 C 3 _ 

letter I am inclosing I have inclosed a li tte^u^ne^iarfln. Please 

pay the cost of the publication and I pr'mlse so help 

me God to repay you every penny and a bonus as service charge of 5 <j£ 
of the money if you will do this for me, I am giving y ou, the a nswer 1 
service telephl e number because I do not have aphone— 

If there axe any questions, please .cal and leave wora rcr me 
call you and I will return the cull but I 1 " 1 1 cannot afford 





the cost of the telephone call at tills tine. 1 have been wiped cut. 
If fox any reason y-u cannot assist ne, then will you please return 
this material to me so that I will have it In ay possession.? I 
shall be eternally gmteful to you if you will do thlB — - If you 

cannot go tb the office cf the Examiner. then mail It with your 

check unless there are reasons for net doing so — - 



True this it to solicit funds to o.na le me to get my book 
ready for publication and to get me off my feet but the real - 

financing is out of Zurich T need operotin expenses right now- — 

the situation Is des. erate I shall be there go visit and speak 

with you at a later date and to thank you ^personally . I have arrange- 
ments with a few T.V and radio stations there to carry this on the 
air when once it a; , ears in the paper so as to releive them of llble. 



Thank you for reading this also, please excuse this poorly 

prepared letter but this is what havens when I attempt to relive 
this situation — It all seems to rush in on me — I cannot seem 

to coordinate my thinking and my hands ' 1^ makes me very nervous 

to relive this • 

.. (0H r Yes, JIM Garrison confiscated my original story and 
used it as his own and now he faces criminal chai ,;es when 1 g et •*: 
around to instituting chargesagainot him. He at no time Investigated 
anything , He is a fake and he arrested the wrong naan i 
when he knew that he was covering for one of his own friends — Shaw 
had nothing to do with this. 
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Friends, may I suggest that you not make this information avail- 
able to any member of the Brotherhood of Teamsters In that area 
because there are those who are presently opposing Hr. Hoffa who aren- 
as per my source of information, sponsored by the ailed ed communist * 
Buither and Heaney so as to over come the opposition of communism 

In the Teamsters Union Also, since the writing of this 

letter the Judge 0 ##r#y#er©e Mr. Hof fa has refered me to the WARDEN 

of the prison to obtain an Invitation to visit Nr. Hoffa This 

shows some type of progress in behalf of Justice and to fight 
communism, I have written for . this >e mission but. when It will be 
forth comming is yet to be seen. 

Also, please do not leave this material with any one at the 
office of the examiner other than with Glayls bailey personally, 

I am of the openion that she shares our feelings towards certain 

elements of the government at least the past administrations. 

IF YOU FEEL FOB SNY BEiSCfl CF YCUR CW\ r TUT YOU CANNOT 'ASSIST HE IN 
THI3 NATTER, THEN Will Y„U r LEASE RETURN THIS TO PLEASE DO. 

Remember I am trust lr. j_you^ I will g ive you a lovely write up strlckly 
on the merits of ycur^^H^HHH^BjBln my book or magazine publication. 

This can be prepared mat at a later date within 

three months — -- I will advise you of the time. Thank you. 
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CLASSIFIEir ADVERTISING 

1111 So. Broadway • to* Ang«1ei, Colif. 90054 




♦ 

February i*> 1969. 




Ve are in receipt of the revised copy of your manuscript and as nearly 
as we can'estinate before beinp set in type the cost for one time (we 
Suggest this be a Sunday} will be approximately $5ij0»00* 

Upon receipt of your remittance, we will schedule your order. 
Cordially, 
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LOb A- glee liercld Examiner 
L w s Angles • Cal • f oy . i 1 n. » 



arc requesting ceftain friends to visit your office 
and take you the fees for the publication of this manuscript, Again 
you will find the manuscript changed somewhat more than was the 
revised copy which I sent to you in Febuajy. This Is the /‘lnalallzing 
bit of work and I an pleased with th's, 7 Is reveslon will 4c much 
for pae and others. 

I realize tnat the price of h 5^0.00 was for the 
publication less the four additional y\{;es which are written In 

single space this will inert-ase the price I a sure, however, if my 

friends do not pay the total Including the additional fees for 
the added pages, then please bill far the difference. I an sorry 
to have been so delayed In havinf ser.t the money but the friends 
who assured re of the flnanc'^.l support to enable me to publish this 
manuscript are as yet in the Bahamas and vrlll not be returning 
until some tine in Aprils so, it is better than I accent the asslstence 
of these >eoile so as to expediate this publication. Tine ftas been 

of the essence with me and I new netd to nove faster I realize 

now that I was surely in shock from all this experience and that 
at first I could hardly think coherently. Thank Cod that I am 

alive. And thanks to the- good loyal Americans in this country 1 

am free to relate this story to the world. 

Will you have a good proof reader correct all spelling — please. ' 
It leaves me almost in tears to rewri e and live any of this 
awful experience. A t times I wish I could afford to forget It. : 1y , 

situation financially is desperate and . alec, I owe it to my 
country to relate the story. , ■ - 

Thanks for every thing 







' Date of publlcationi March 23» 19^9 Sunday — Will you please 
aeni me notice of the receipt of the money and that this will be 
published on this date so that I may notify the telereslon companies 



who are awaiting this announcement as tc originate th's story. Advise 
me by AlHMAIi letter as soon as :-os liable-- — p Webbs or 

seni me. a tele gram confirm ing the publication and 'date to 

v i a _ % Cd awI A a 



i am suve you w 



■!iar,l t Florida. 

gated to do this for me if ray 



friends visit you with the mcr.ey* 
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This is a" "pa la advertisement, ) 
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r .:r I am' the white American lady who was Incarcerated In a Mexican 






. r prison for five years after having been sentenced for a crime of which 
'* I was hot guilty. I was accused 6f falsifying a credit card, which I V- : i 
did not do, I was accused of this as a frame up when it was learned ' ; ; ^ 



that I had full knowledge of the plot to assassinate the late 



: * -l ... 

president of the United States, «r. John F. Kennedy; the governor 

. ’ i ' ’ ■’ . ' V 7 ■ . 

1-. of Texas, Mr, John Connelly; and, the Mr. Robert Gerald Story ’of Dallas. V 

■ f ' r . 

^ ^ : «r f . . 

I represented funds through a private sources for investments .In ; • . . j* - 
i v Mexioo and the Uni ted- States as a mortage broker — investor, hence'. 
ay presence In Mexico with this so called "very prominent group 
Ss. • ' of both American and Mexican citizens. - 

X • , ... 

i V I, had seen Lee 3»rvey Oswald In company with a strange looking dark • ,7^1 

VI v skinned person, his wife, and baby with a very prominent government ; 

v’* 

|iv , A . official in San Antonio , texas, the first Friday night In January 

rf>- ^,1 * r ‘v\. y I*- iv * -s.’* 

■ 1963; later I saw them in Del Slo, Texas on the following Sunday at. the.. . 

i*\ ... >* . 4-u-i. 

_f» •» ^ > , ■ . ^ r .‘ w 

office of a , supposedly, very prominent attorney .Later I was told by^thl : 

r ' ” ‘.j .' /■■■* ■ \ ■-. '* " ‘ ’ ‘•V s ’ l, '5" ~ 

i% . ^. 'attorney that this group was to Invade Cuba and pick off Castro; that- the 

V * — *- . ■ * . . . ■ ’ J . ' 1 - * ■ j? v 

■? ■> 4 » r>... , / '*•* ^ - 

1 .:;V " ' man who I had seen was the gunner. I requested to hear no more of this; 

| , sort of ^ thing because to kill Is a sin in any mans language. Later y ' f \ 

X:- ■?;■* ip in Mexico I was to have reason to meet Mr. Oswald and the strange /man .. 

f-.: \ v- y ■ 

V V' . » 'who 1 learned was a Cuban negro and that they were part or a plot 

'*■. !?v ‘-V- -fv' •• JC 

^ V which was paid for tar one of the highest politicians In the United *tates 

*. M >. fc ’ , ■■ / 

p _ _ , • » * J T .. ^ J* 

* ms per the report by word of motth by Oswald and others » that this plot w 

i ^ ¥ 

part of a consplrency with those of Mexico who were considered to 
r have been the highest in the political life of Mexico who. with the 



ir*r: tfy 



J.- 



« - » ■ ' 

Cubans involved, were working for financial gain and self-aggrandlzemen^ 



; r* 



: : • “ -**kr -*"■* feW 3 ***. '' raBf ,' ..' 

-- ** • •* v (fcy> ; 'v:V.;. :< 2'-- • *;»* *• rtl. )♦,. vr--* 

" v* ;r” ‘;\%r ' ■'•- ■ ~ •■'■■ j’A *-» '- .- ~ ■ - '-w- . ;V' l.-. ***... &.- *' • . .. 

,#i, ’ t ' t . !* * *.A ***■ ?' ’ — _ ' - V ^ .« .. ^ - * . ..^.v - » ,••*.’ ."- : , ■ - V ' * » 4 ' a , -V!* 1:1.' ji ^ 

, ' •* < T: V' -• ■ *: *r T - . *• i ■■«..>• i: -- - --v-* » »> V -i ';•* 

r .'7^- ■ ' as well as were all others except those who were forced Into 

jf ■ , s • '. ...;- • . V' ■' : , -• -• -.« • ' ’ t~ •' ■ " , r /_ 1 i ' ‘ .V - '■>• 

= -■ under threat of harm ‘to their loved ones in Cuba-*--— ©r as was Oswald ' 

■. • ' • .-• . ■• • ^ - ,• 

r i - ; threatened with the death of his mother. Hr. Oswald had refused. to \ - 

,-v ; . -t k, ••..•• •*• . *• , ,>•? 

actually kill any one j he had agreed only to set it wft with the help \ ; 

.. . * . . . ■=■:.' v 1, V: -x 

; ~ ' ! of the Chief Of Police of Dallas and a young "punk" named Lewis, as ■ 

* ‘ .. .• »'*■* . .• • • ■ • '• ?. ■ . -t ■ "; . t‘:A ~ * 

per the words of Hr. Oswald to me In person as well as told to me . r jr 

by the Cuban who was stabbed to death later by a certain American- 
: Mexican person Just outside my hotel room door and carfied away as ' 

1 t ‘ ' 

' if he was a drunk. There were eleven others killed that night who J -v ; 

; JL :•» 

- were residents of New Orleans and Miami , Florida as was the report to me 

K ‘ / . - ‘ ‘ ’ • • V *.* Vv? ? W- V \ : . f 

. . the following morning by Mr. Oswald who was so very harpy to see me 

;• . . - . . ■. ■ .. 

still alive, I did not see others killed* only the one manas related -^ 

. “* V;V. . j % 

. Vv> . herein. The Mexicans' who participated in this awful crime were not sa 

t \A. . ‘ ■ /: 

» V representlve of the true Mexican people* the country of Mexico, aa ^ 

such* the Cuban exiles, as such* nor the wonderful Dallas people as such* 

i': •- VH- 

\ * ?- The Cuban people have already suffered more than it would seem ? 






humanly posslable for Gods children to be required to suffer and lt ; ^y^- 

- ■ ■ ' • ;;; 






my deterclijft tlon to remove from off t^e unborned ge neration 
the Cuban exiles; the country ofKexleo, as such, all blame in 



1 J '■ . .. ','r 



this awful crime. Those whos names 1 will reveal in the book which 

'■ _ - ^ #. • r *f 1 

! ' ", ' lir; 

I have written will be required to account to their country for the 

• ' •• '• • ■•~7 1 

shame and disgrace brought to bear on the name of MEXICO in the secret 

whispers" that a foreign power did it", ——participated in this ’ / 

’ - - ' • . •• ’•*' - .. if Vv 

crime of all crimes against the United States of America. True it / '■> * 

' \ . ■:/ * . • • * 

was organized in Mexico in the final stages but it was American sponsored 



setpn in VasKington, Dallas, lan Antonio, Del Rio, M/ami 



, Nei^ ( 



Orleans 



and really cured In Mexico but returned to Dallas to *hatch". 



5 ^ 



it 1c a v'sp. 






- sJf , _ 



. * * x. .* * ■'» • k : . 1-4', L *\ 



(T5»i- 



^ •’" ■ • •‘ r xmx ~*z*wrii.K,r7\: .. 

J' .‘-i- J.ifi : *- .* ■ — * - ** v x -• •**■, > j ♦V— * -• V'lAti*. ■*{. ■ r- • — *- k '^ * 

• Perhapps It Was a wise deceslon by the WARREN COMMISSION in that a . A 

- little white lie was allowed to circulate rather than a half , truth ; . >. 

.. - - * • . 'V* •. ***? a ‘ ^ . 

wlch might have or surely would have done irreparlable damage ' to 

~ * ' * . - ■" t - • *. ' V? - 

* . _ ' / * ^ *■*, • « 

- the diplomatic relations between Mexico and the United States which 
• *■» ' } ' 1 . , 

has required more than one hundred years to establish. Surely was best 

• *-'• * 

; to have waited until the whole story could be related to the public 

. . ‘ 4 - - * ; | % * 

in which the whole truth can now be told. The trust in our good - ; * \ V 

*■ « •'» 

• \ . . v 

neighbor was not to be treated lightly for the purpose of appeasing ■ 
fear and - — horror stricken people who were unable at the time to 



have Judged between the right and the wrong. Time has passed and 



i~ 9 



our' nation is now able to accept the horrlable truth that not communist 
group murdered Kennedy but that it was an act of personal revenge and 



political face saving. My records will say that it was a Mexican 



* , f 

4 1 ' 1 > .t* 



Military artillery officer who was to have shot the first shot Into 



A the head of our president, the late John FjL Kennedy, and 1 have 






oomplete faith in my records and the source from which they came, : 

Lets face it, I was ohw who took Mr. Oswald to a Cathollcp^j^^st, I waa.A 

* .?■ 

the lady to advise the young Cuban at the tender age of seventeen to A.;*, 
get out of it any way that he needed to do it so as to not have such •*.; ' 

. ' " * *" I K ' ,_l * „ 

a crime on his hands— — two escaped and one was stabbed todeath t it V 7 

*«■ '■* *: ’•'jf A' ¥■ 

was X who has suffered and kept the faith to get all data to t&y country. 

• '• V •• A* •£* % 

This act by the Mexican Military artillery officer was not the direct - 

■ - /'• 

action of the Mexican government, as such, but was by the friendship 

■ '’A' ' •* t /;"■ ? 

of one very porminent Mexican official— the same attorney who £ros- -A' 

- •• "x ■ 7 j a 

ecuted me for the hotel was, reportedly, the one and the same who was ^ 

reolplcent of the pay off money now he holds a position of 

honor in the Mexican government. ■’ J,MVr J - ■ V: 



It was 1 who confiscated the now famous letters from the late Pres = •' 
ident, Mr. JOhn F. Kennedy to the Premier, Mr* Kruschev of Russia » 
the one letter from Russia (Kruschev) to Kennedy and the micro— nuclear 




f 



• » , -- - TT'-„: . # / .•*!:•». -TY*. ~ .•}!■•' V«v V 

sound tape of the so called Kassel Settlement between Kennedy and Russia 



* . ** ** . ' - >* ♦.* r/ 

’• r *- f 



at which time there was no settlement i It was at this meeting the 



Asian war was plotted and assured and for why- 



-At ho time did 



Bussla agree to remove any missels- — - this picture was taken be- 

- * . j £■ 

tween the folds of the American flag in the office of the president. | 
All data was sent to the U.S. to the address of an important United 
Sates Official before the date May 1969 at which time the assassination 

was Originally planneA ay efforts and the efforts of Oswald and 

the Cubans. who did not want the plot to reflect on the Cuban exiles,.' 



V _ ^ 

cooperated In our effort to stop the assassination for the month 

* . . ' ,1 \ 4 * *i. f 

of May as a second attempt In the assassination after the first one' 

‘ -* - 

- - *>*'* / 

In Miami in 1962 had failed-— as per my understanding is that ^ \ 4 . y 

■ ■ * y. •* * * - \ . 

the attorney from w el Rio embezzled the pay off money in part- — ;^;v' 

. _ • ^ \ *i »''* - .* 

*nc money no ehoote*. There were six assassians exclusively of the 
part that Mr. Oswald was forced to play in this.- — - this was then , .r 
changed from a pistol plot to a rifle plot due to the scientific 
•hooting required, Mr. Cswlad and the -either eBren from the U.S. had an 

’ . M 

* * 9 !* ■, *. 

Idea that they would be shot because the latter plot did not Include the 

> ' , / -,.rj 4 

original particiants. How strange is sin and crime — - as per my ./' ' 1 

. ' . ' 

reports, one of the assassians was one and the same who was ' 'fcbntSaclfed' 

Vt W- 

by a ceftaln person to kill the teamster boss, Mr. Jimmy Roffa.ln Ji* 

^iS^^when Mr. Kennedy was campaigning for the President of the US.*— - 

It was. Mr. Hoffa only that the Kennedys feared In my book I relate 

,-* r >; . *. • *- ' • -. i 

.the story of the loyal American, Mr. Jimmy Hoffa and his fued over U.S.' 

\ 7 * 

loyalty with the Kennedy family. • , 




- Itv» 
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Z have made every effort to contact Mr* Janes Hoffa* the Teamster 
Bobs* who la Incarcerated in a Federal Prison so as to have cer- 
tain data made available to him which la takendafron my business 
records In addition to the two receipts that I have 

whleh I feel will serve a useful purpose to Mr* Hoffa* . The re- 
ceipts are those of a letter which I posted to him out of Hex loo — - 

REGISTERED LETTER RETURN SIGNATURE REQUESTED Thftse receipts 

are the results of my having read In a Mexican newspaper on March 
2*1967 that he was requesting assistance from any reliable source 
through or by an affidavltt that would help him for which he was 
or there were those who were doing so In behalf of Mr* Hoffa* af faring 
a reward of $200,000.00 for ouch an affidavit. Despite the reward 
offer, X was happy to assist Mr. Hoffa. I prepared the affidavit 

and posted It on the same date March 2,196?aand addressed it 

to the Honorable, Mr. Ffiank Wilson, District federal Judge In 

Chatanogga, Tenn. In which I Inclosed a letter to the Judge 

Wilson explaining why X was incarcerated in a prison in Mexico in 
that I was framed — ect* and that X had sent other letters in the 
ehrly stages of the trial to Mr. Hoffa at his teamster office in 
Washington and that I had had no replyi so, would be be so kind 
as to make a photostatlo oopy of these pages of the affidavltt , 
available to the attornles of Mr. Hoffa and to the Mr* J. Edger 
Hoover • director of the F*B«X« X explained that simutanlously 
with my testimony at a later date In behalf of Mr. Hoffa would the 
good name of that all Amerloan and Iqyal person to his country, 

Mr* Hoover, be cleared of any and all blemish as to why the late 
President, Mr, John Kennedy threatened to dismiss him — all of 
which as per my report and source of information, was In connection 
with the fates that he refused to allow more of his F.B.I men to 
undully harass Mr. Hoffa in an effort by the Kennedy family to i 
have Mr* Hoffa put away In prison because of personal jffid.f? revenge . . 
t)8 well as that Mr* Hoffa was the only man fefcred by %. Kennedy 
in his so called plot to eventually make the United States a nation 
with a dictator to say the least# ( BX virtue of the position of 
Mr* Hoover he eannot make any statements in his own behalf so as 
to remove all blemish from off his perfeot name and record but X 
can surely do so and X will do so in the publication of my book— 

I LOVE YOU, USA,*) 

X explained to the Jude Wilson the reason that 

X was Incarcerated in the Mexican prison and that as per one source 
of my information of the plot to assassinate the late Fres* John 
Kennedy was from one who was the very man who I must present to 
testily* also, in behalf of Mr* Hpffa but to present this man to 
the court At that time was. Indeed, exposing this man to pro- 
.'*• - mature danger for his life because it was this same person who X 

- planned to present to the H^use Of Congress to testify that he 
heard L*BJ relating the plans to have Kennedy murdered and why# 
that this same man was the source of much of my information in 
that he related having heard the President, then the Vice Fres. 

Mr. L.BJohnson also relating the story of the plans pf the Kenndy 
boys to put SOffa away for good anyway that they could "dsrtgfti *— — 
and why. Tftetfefore, in the interest of Justice, would the Judge 
be so kind as to allow Mr. Hoffa to renaln out oh ball bond until 
after Kay 1968 so that I could present myself and witnesses in behalf 
of Mr. Hoffa. X pleaded with the Judge to do this In the best in- 
terest of the nation* After having sent this letter in question to 
the jUdge Wilson X had no reply ox any kind* later Ate s e X re* 




celvea the receipt— •fcfcnowledglng receipt of the letter and 
signed by one of hie deputy clerks on March 6th — 1968* I felt 
better and thought that all was well* Kdfso — - I learend when 
Z returned to the United States that no knowledge of such a letter ' 
was of record as best as I could ascertain the facts* Z called the* 
attorney Hr. Buff illna and later wrote a detailed report of all 

faots as b£Bt as posslable In view of thefact that Xwas Still sons 

what In shock from ay experience ln//)exlco* I had no reply froa 

Rr* BuffAllne Z wrote also o to others and among them were three 

pther attornles— — one In Memphis, Tenn who oourtlously replied 
and thnaked ne for the Information but said that he wqs unable 
to assist me-- — then# later I was able to contact the Hf. pBank 
fcpgano, attorney* In Tampa* P^orlda - — first by telephone and 

later by letter again I received a courtlous reply that he 

was unable to assist me* do far X am unable to obtain asslstence 
In this matter* 

I read In the papers after returning to the US. that the 
Mr. Wilson* JUdge, had denied the appeal of Mr. Hoffa on Karoh 6,1967 
beoause as* he said* he had received no new evidence In the Hoffa 
case and was* therefore, denying the appeal* Also* on MAroh 9*196? 
the ball bond was cancelled and Hr. Hoffa began serving time* 

Z approached the attornles with the proposition that X enter 
a suit In court to protext toy Interest In that X had lost the re- 
ward money- — so, I felt that Z wanted to petetlon the court to 
protest my Interest In that #r. Hoffa should be restored to the 
status which he In joyed at the time the affldavltt was received 
by the oourt until what time the court could ascertain whether or 
not my material might have aided him In his fight f or „h 1 s victory* 
Also* X wanted to take the position that In effect, Nrdge Wilson 
was no Judge at all in that he automatically disbarred, himself 
Instantly when he supposedly* confiscated the material — affidavit* 

which was sflot to Mr. Hoffa the oourt — In his oarei 

so* he had no power* as such* to deny the appeal as an acting 
Judge* nor was he In power* as such* to have cancelled the bond 

of Mr. Hoffa by virtue of his own disbarment so* In effect* 

Mr* Hoffa had been undu.lly harassed and dlscrlmintaed against 

by the Judge and according to all this* Mr* Hoffa was lntltled 

to protection under the Supreme C^urt ruling concerning mental 

or physical crullty that the sentence was invalid and Mjt, Hoffa 

should be acqulted* BU going through sty own case for my own pro- 
motion* X would actually assist fir* Hoffa indirectly because* as ; 

X understand It* he has exhausted all recourse In his behalf to 
receive another appeal befote the- courts* 

I have written to the JUdge Wilson since X have been home 
at what time 1 pleaded with him to grant me a letter of permlsson 
to visit Mr. Hoffa in prison to discuss ay evidence In his behalf 
so that I might be guided by the advise of Hoffa* Becently 
1 senf auoh a request aealn bf Registered mall — - I have had* 
mo reply from the J b dge Vlkson. X am now considering contacting 
the President of the NATIONAL AS50CAITI0N OP JUDGES 88 * for 
further asslstence in this matter* The purpose of my relating 
this story In this advertisement is the hope that hr* Hoffa will 
learn of my wishes to assist him and that he will be in position 
to contact me froa the prison and advise ne as to the beet manner 
to pursue this situation In which Z find myself in„ray efforts to 
see that Justice is done in our Anerlean oourts. No one knows 
better than do Z the value of an honorable court proceedure and 
honest and falrplay for all* X have heard that the Judge * Kr 

Wilson Is 'One of the finest judges- — - men In the nation* It 

this be £rue« then what happened in the herebefore tofered to 



Instance concerning Hr* Hof fa and the affidavltts which were surely 
there In the courts— receipt for which I can produce at any tine 
to sustanuate my story and charges- — --(Head my book I LOVS YOU 
tTSA, and you will learn of the long range program to remove Hr, 

Hof fa from the position of acting /NJthority with the Unions and 
put him in prison so as to control hlta when the tine cane by the 
Kennedy s«-- much of which was related to rae from the very mouth 
of Hr* Joseph Kennedy in the autumn Just prior to the election 
of his son John— and who paid for the campalhn program and 
how John was using the Democratic party to get In the White House 
but that he was. In reality, not a real Democrat UH but who 
and what he was and his motives and the real Interest in the third 
term — *and hew he was first to have killed Hof fa and why he 

changed his mind then that ‘'Hoffa would serve a better purpose 

in prison Sfhen the time esme^ — he carried a mighty power with 
those Union boys and that was valuable and to keep UNTIL THE 
TINE CAi-lEi'Sure enough, in some manner ' and through some sort of 
programing, some one surely "latohed on to Hr, Hof fa with a real 
charge," 1 feel that today unddnrthe different situation that 
now exist that if the trial was retried and the witnesses of Hr, 
Kennedy were assured immunity agAlinat criminal perjury chrages 

they would change their stories — Why do we not all send a * 

telegjaa — - millions of them’* to the JtfJge Wilson thanking him 
that he might decide to release Hr, Hoffa on bond so as to allow 
Hr* Hjffa to better be able S&J5T otex fc his 0X0 interest while 
free to cheok out all this ddSfv^Cf every loygl American and 
teamster would do this, I feel assured that ardge Wlslon would 
find the political strength to carry on as he Just might like to 
be atle to do — —and then we will have no reason to f##M#4hc 
seek further asslstence from the National Judges Association, 

Hr, Hoffa befriended me on In a business deal — - If I can 
be that one to return to say THANK YOU—- then as was there only 
one to return to even thank our Lord Jsus for all his tender care 
and goodness, then, dear Lord, let me be that one, THere Is 
nothing wrons with the Democratic party that the truth and under- 
standing which I have to offer will not heal **e are not a devlded 
nation in reality— wo are , Indeed, a confused and bewildered 
nation who is seeking the answers and the truth of how , why and 
who concerning many serious Instances in our country. Let us re- 
member that as many Bepubllcans Voted for Hr. Kennedy as did the 
Democrats and It cannot be placed upon the shoulders of the Democrats 
for all the administrative failures under Hr. Kennedy— if the 
•HAN had been chosen for the Jo&- — then it would have been 
the now ^resident, Dick Roxon , which would have avoided all this 
situation In whfcch we find ourselves now* I am a Virginia Democrat 
but in the election with Kennedy and Nixon X was for Nixon— and 
I worked for Nixon in the last campaign as best that I could— 

Nr* Humphreys Is a wonderfully callable man but He carried a heavy 
load- — he had a monkey on his back and It «£e him up. Without 
that aon^&I really feel that he would have won— next time 
he must leave off the big long star monkey branded L.BJ — or was 

It too much bull carrying the brand L,BJ 

After ay arrest it was necessary $hat I regain silent until 

what time I felt it was wise to talk then I oontatted many 

Senators and congressmen as well as publishers — of those who 
I con ta toed was the Senator, "r. Itussel L 0 ng who apparently, 
parlayed this information to the prosecuting Attorney, Jim Garrison, 
in the efforts of Hr. Long to assist me.T^en I began reading 
ay work in— — — — - * cr^- - y 




the New Orleans nespapers and thank 3 d God that some one was going to 
assist me. I then wrote several oth?r lenghty letters to Mr. Garrison 
and later read tne context In print but rewritten-— only to learn later 
that Sr. Garrison had no ententlons of assisting me— while I seen- 
inly rotted in prison* he was using my work to his own advantage and 
not sending me even the money for tne stamps. I make, a letter here 
in available to show that 1 was In contact with the Federal Bureau of 1. . - 
Investigation and that the material sent to then Is of record as herein 
recorded. C^tc. i 

It is I who brought back to the United S'tates the master plan of the 

f 

confaunlst for a take over last summer* As many prisoners were contatced 
In prison to align them for marching in the United States so was I 
conatoted by a former American who was obtaining her doctorate Alt 

the University of ^exico she showed me pictures of supposedly damage 

done by the Americans inVlet Nam, ect— - at what time she made every 
effort to hypnotize me Into working for them--- a communist group 

that are the most dreaded group In all Cuba to this I agreed and 

was "taken In by her she felt sure that I was hypnotized.— the 

crux of this was that I was to be joined In the U.S by certain ones of 
her group and to later participate in the kidnapping of the grand son of \ 
the first fajrfcly* and the mother Lucy — this was to force L.BJ and rt r. 
Hpapftreys to resign; then the flreo across the nation were to begin — - 

a 00000000 nation wide strike to tie up all shipping, railroads and 

*. * 

any and all other work was to be put into effect— then the grand- 

■ 

son and Lucy were to be dropped a living fire torch upon the White House 
dome- — - at whfchh time the communist were to demand that Congress 
mee6 for the purpose of declaring the Viet Nam war at^ dose; at 
the same time the communist were to force Congress to draft the services 
Of Bobert Kennedy as president; Sent; tor William Fulbright, as Vice 

Fres. and announce to the nation there would be no election ###0 
in N 0 vember-— j^sloutaniously there would be several other high 



government officials elected. This Is. the story as told to me by the 
lady whos address I have and who was to direct my by phone ilfonce I 
was In my country. There were certain government officials who are 
loyal Americans who were to be ptnfined in concentration camps in 
Wlekenburg. Arozona. This is but half the story — - I was assisted 
in getting out of w exieo on :<ay 9th p 1968 and I reported this to 

the manager of the Federal Bureau of In vestigation on Hay 10th 

and on hay 11 I became frightened for the First fa.lly and sent the 
telegram to them personally for fear that due to not alarming the 

AS 

family* the F.3. I might not relay thestory to them-—- I less than r 

^ ’ * 

one month there was no more Robert Kennedy — - — I had a wonderful 

FOURTH of J t ,ly I didn't have pepermlnt candy nor watermelon but 

I had peace-- I heard the silence of Houston-— that lovely cl ty 

I knew that my own dear Norfolk was safe and sound and all the good 
Americans of every creed and color were safe and sound — — no 25000 
Lgtln Americans had joined the 5P *000 American communist in nesurection 

city because ^esurectlon city had been swiftly and quietly make a \ • 

** »■ ■* 

thingo tf dlstruction — — before the sleeping world It was destroyed 
in the early part of the night with enough military power to take 

over if need ed - Letit never be said that any enemy can take over 

our eountry# I felt like a modern - 3 aul nevere w The communist are 
commlng, the comunlat are commlng and please belelve it, they are. 

here."* _ 

- v * 

■ While in Mexico I lost all financial security— I have no family— 
I cannot beoone reestablished in my vorfc with a prison re cord 

I have served my country I am now requesting the nation--- all 

f ' rwii* 'i! 2 y - 

the people of the free world to asslt me < i -w aao^ y by sending to me 
donations of sums of money to the address trovlded herein. I have 

permanent financing for the book which 1 have written to be financed 

status 

through another source when once I have Itt in the g aUajya to finance — - 



0 




However this requires acerteln amount of immediate expenltures 
before the prospectus is ready to ena le me to obtain -the financing. 
Whatever is sent to ne will be appreciated. 

Send your contributions to me at this post oddice Balling address. 
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(Priority) 
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TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES <56-156) 
FROM: SAC, MIAMI (44-1880) (RUG) 
RE: ' KENS ALT 



COWTAWEb 

,S ^CLASSIFIED 

o E ™!K ERE SHOm 



Re Miami airtelto Director and Los Angeles 
dated 3/11/69, as above. 
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v'l reflecting that 
conspiracy 
matter. 




ed Information in Insert form , 

d n o information of any possibW7?J 
or its members in captioned 




they [C ] 

are^till not knoWtfTO him, afid no Information has ever 
been received about them. No information had ever been 
received or learned about SIRHAN B. SIRBAN prior to tbe 
assassination of the lat e-Senator KENNEDY, and his name 

raantj s 




has never been mentioned i 
presence, as ever having any conned 

CD Los Angeles (RM) 
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DETROIT DETROIT 


DATE IMV**TlftAT» w* FCAIOD 

3/27/69 3/22 - 3/26/69 


TITLE OF CASE “7~ H 


ri^ktwade ir [rr^to e 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

m kK . 


REFERENCES: Detroit telephone calls to San Francisco, 3/22/69. 

' and 3/24/69. 

Detroit telephone call to Sacramento, 3/24/69. 



Son Francisco teletype to Detroit , 3/25/69. 
Detroit teletype to San Francisco, 3/26/69. 



- P - 



LEADS 



SAN FRANCISCO 



AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: 

Will follow and report Federal Grand Jury proceedings 
re subject. 
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DETROIT 



j AT MARQUETTE, MICHIGAN; 

1. Will follow and report prosecutive action against 
the subject. 

.2* Will secure CP literature in subject’s possession 
at time of apprehension, 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

Information copies of this report are being furnished to 
I*>s Angeles and New York in view of their investigative interest. 



- B* - 

COVER PAGE 



J9 

O 



^r 

o 

DE 25-36295 



was not available; and he recommended prosecution? however, could 
not authorize because he was without authority for the Western 
District of Michigan. TRUMBAUER, therefore, suggested that ZABGLIN 
draw up fe details of the complaint using his authorization. 



Attorney 

jail. 




advised of Assistant United States 
stated subject will be placed in county 
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3/22/69 Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan^ n. ^ Detroit 25-36295 
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3/22/69 



thU dxunini coAtaint uMw recemmendeflent «w noduikni et the FBU p t» Pie properly .el the Ftl md to loontd to tour opener* 
hand tu tontenH or* *oi to be tfUIrfouVrd outside j#t» ape no- 
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.Dote dictated. 



3 / 22/69 



thu dowwwii contoiat M«\*t r*comm*t«JoHofi» *w tondwiloTU *f IS* FBttt b tS* property ol IS* W and b loan*4 r* your • 9 *Btyj 
bond (btOAlonbac* *ol I* b* Attributed whldi f*w *fl»ncy. 
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At this point he was (deed his parents* names and he advised 
he did not want, to give any more background information , thus 
he was not asked for any further background inforvjgtipiLi- This, 
at 6 :00 PM-im d he was returned to custody of 
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On March 24 , 1969 r this matter was ac^.n discussed 
With Assistant United States Attorney MILTON J. TRUMBAUER, who 
expressed the opinion that the warrant based on his authorisation 
of March 22 , 1969, should issue from the Western District of 
Michigan. TRUMBAUER recommended $5 r 000 cash or surety bond and 
specified' that personal bond was not recommended. 

Accordingly > a complaint was filed by SA 
at Grand Rapids on March 24, 1969, before United States commissioner 
ROBERT G. QUINN, JR, , and warrant issued same date charging subject 
with violation Title 50, Appendix, United States Code, Section 462. 
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the filing of a complaint charging the subject with failure to report 
for induction on January 23, 1969. Authorized complaint filed 
before United States Commissioner R]^^^^^^GOLDSMITH^Sari 

Francisco, on March 25 , 1969 , by SA ■HHHHIHmHiHI. ® /£- 
charging subject with violation of Title 50, Section *\>£, ror 
failure to report for induction on January 23, 1969. Warrant 
was issued by United States Commissioner and bond was set in the 
amount of $25,000.00 corporate surety. 



The United States Marshal, San Francisco, was notified 
and will forward necessary papers to United States Marshal, 

Western District of Michigan, on March 25, 1969. Assistant United 
, States Attorney BANCROFT indicates. he will attempt to take case to 
Grand Jury in approximately one week. 



At Marquette, Michigan* 

Subject not arraigned on San Francisco warrant pending 
appointment of counsel; however, a detainer was placed against the 
subject based on the warrant. 






My latdst put-on, is tht?t I have bubonic plague, &id 1 -offer freely to 
show my large swollen boublee, black and distasteful round my groin 
to petite young drug-store counter-girls. 




1 am reading A Raw Youth by Dostoyevski, but I am losing my touch with 
kultumy (thate french for porno graphynl convince them allj— culture 
that ie t I belive Kultumy ie Russian for culture, but 1 may be wrong, 
but it doesn't really matter* A Raw Youth has all the typical scenes, 
bunch of youth turks discussing the Russian Soul, Religion and having 
fentaBtlc woman -prdieins. 

s . 

Of course. It was rather obvious, but no less a surprise that Johnson 
is not going to run. After about three months of reading the TiaeB 
from Cover-to-oover I am bored by news, and realize that whether or not 
1 know anything about It Just effects my ability to make a mockery of 

events in conversation. Johnson would have been clobbered if he 
had tried to go around making speeches.. He knew he was beaten. Now 

all the american will love him, because he turned out to be such A Nice 
Man. t If Mrs Johnson had only not been a Bterile bitch and could have 
plugged out a baby at election time Johnson would have won. 

I convice all around me that I am for Nixon. In fact I am for'dTricky hick 
beacuee if he gets in the US is finished. It would be a pleasure to read 
every day how he would screw things up. Pour years of delighting over 
this incredible shit-brain. A pity that he probably won* t make it. 

Another Kennedy to resolve the most blatent problems of America* I 
expect that the pentagon will have Bobby asBaslnated as well 'sometime, 
that would be interesting. Lets have it in Lob Angeles this time. 




If Nixon only wasn't so stupid looking the women would vote for him, and 
of course he would be elected. But that face is Just too ridiculous. 

You should see him when he is trying to be serious and sincere. 

WeSll all be up the crik with Tricky Dick 

The fact that the Yeetham war is all sewn up, or seems to be, with 

all the american smiling, and completely oblivious of the henous crimes the 

have comnittdd, leaves us draft dodgers in a curious position. 

Mowwgen asked I can't use the old stand-by, that the War is Immoral, 
and I have to say that, War Or No War, America Stinks, which doesn't 
shund too good, really. 

i 

I begin to have a pimple-fetish. Having no more of my own to worry about 
-I fester upon other peoples pimples. Pimples are fascinating. 

I plan to find someone with a good crop and make some pictures of it to 
Bend to all my aquaintences for Christmas cards. My sick imagination 
Is so fertile that there are not enough holfiiays in the year to satisfy my 
craving for nafcazifcy notoriety. I shall have to take into account 
the Rindft ones soon. 



Eventually a huge interracial, non-sectarian, co-ed mob will assemble 
outside my house with torches screaming for my blood. 

In fact rather than dream of this day, which is toonobviously 
unhealthy, I will try to keep being Jusi. simply incorrigible on a private ' 
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( Priority ) 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 

SAC, SACRAMENTO (62-76) (RUC) 



SUBJECT: KEN SALT 



AU/ 
hlC / 



Re Los Angeles eirtel 3/28/69. 



Inasmuch as the information furnished by 
as not deemed to be of evidentiary value jWhen taken in 
1968, no 302 was prepared. 






(JJ)- Los Angeles 
l - Sacramento 
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(Priority) 



BAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 
SAC, DALLAS (175-9) (RUC) 
KENSALT 

00: LOS ANGELES 






Re Los Angeles airtel to Dallas dated J/27/6 

Dallas files reflect by airtel dated 1/23/64, 
entitled "LEE HARVEY OSVAUf, aka, IS - R - CUBA”, Los 
Angeles file 105-15823, Bellas f urnishe^ copy 
a by 

11/22/63, In D: ■ 1 lias 

set forth lyu^^^^^^TTngeles at Beverly Hills, California 
to lntervlem|^^^B^Kor any information he may possess 
regarding the assassination of former President JOHN F. 
KENNEDY, LEE HARVEY OSWALD or JACK RUBY. 



Los Angeles 
as 
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{ Priority ) 




SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 

AC, BOSTON (44-646) (RUC) 

KENSALT 

(00: LOS ANGELES) 

Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau, 8/5/65, Los 
Angeles teletype to Boston, 4/3/69, and Boston teletype 
to Bureau and Los Angeles, 4/4/69. 

Enclosed for Los Angeles are 23 copies of an 
PD 302 reflecting investigation conducted by the Boston 
Division. A 
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FOR FURTHh,.WFORMATl ON 
Call: "Jerry Littraan 
News Secretary 
626*3888, Ext. 82396 



RELEASS: Wed., April 2, 1969 

After 10 a.m. 



V 11KLY SUMMARY fib 3 

J-x;: The assassination of 

Sisaator Robert F. Kennedy 

Note to editors: Because of the widespread interest 

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceedings 
in court, the Office of Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Evelle J. Younger is publishing a weekly 
summary of the case. This is the 43rd summary, and 
others will be for release on subsequent Wednesdays. 



MONDAY, MARCH 24 — Through self -hypnosis, Sirhan B. .Sirhan pro- 



grammed himself “like a ..computer ’ to assassinate Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, 
J--in Douglas, staff writer for a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) 
wrote about today's -trial. 



'This is the conclusion of Dr. Bernard L. Diamond, Berkeley crimi- 
nologist, 1 - the writer added, as the doctor today climaxed two days of testi- 
z.c:rj by reading his opinion. 

The doctor's summary, as published in a Los Angeles newspaper 
(’.limes): - * 

,5 The combination of events which led to the assassination of 
Vc^ert F. Kennedy by Sirhan, I think, started with Sirhan Sirhan’s exposure 
; violence and death in Jerusalem in 1948, and it continued with his immi- 
(. option to the United States, the development of his mental illness in which 
h: whole personality altered and he became preoccupied with revolution, 

' i VLence, destruction, paranoid fantasies of glo*y, power and becoming the 
i \ 'lor of his people * 

'As his delusional fantasies grew bolder, his fanatical hatred and 

L / 
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fear of the Jews increased with each radio and television broadcast con- 
cerning the tension in the Middle i&st, while in real life, Sirhan was 
withdrawing into a ruminative, brooding, isolated sense of failure and in- 
significance. To improve his mind and to gain control, he hoped, over his 

personal destiny, he read mystical books and subscribed to and studied the 
- # * ' 

Hosicrucian correspondence courses in self-hypnosis and mind power. 

"He practiced his lessons diligently to the point where he became 
frightened by his own magical, supernatural powers of concentration. He 
actually believed that he could stop the bomhers from reaching isyael .-and 
thereby save the Arabs, simply by willing the death of all who would help 
the Jews.- 



(The reference to the bombers concerns the senator’s backing of 
sending 50 planes to Israel). 

f, His experiments in inducing the magical trances worked better 
than he realized — they worked so well that they frightened Sirhan and con- 
vinced him that he was losing his mind, that he was going insane. Repeat- 
edly, he would practice his lessons doing all that his correspondence courses 

4 

prescribed, looking in the mirror, thinking thoughts of love and peace, only 
to emerge from his trance — a trance that he did not really believe had 
actually happened — to find his notebook filled with incoherent threats of 
violence and assassination. 

’•He knew it was his writing, but he had no knowledge or recollec- 
tion of writing them. He concluded he was crasy and he feared to let anyone 
know what was happening. He thought they would lock him away in a mental 
hospital. 



more 



Weekly Summary #43 ( 

-He sought^he remedy in his books on mysticism and the occult, 
and he daydreamed of the power of his gun, taking every opportunity on many 
different days to shoot it, firing hundreds and hundreds of shots as if 
each shot would somehow make up for his every growing sense of helplessness, 
ioportence and fear of loss of self-control. 

’With absolutely no knowledge or awareness of what was actually 
happening in his Rosicrucian and occult experiments, he was gradually pro- 
gramming himself, exactly like a computer is programmed by its magnetic 
tape , programming himself for the coming assassination. In his unconscious 
mind there existed a plan for the total fulfillment of his sick, paranoid 
hatred of Kennedy and all who might want to help the Jews. In his conscious 
mind there was no awareness of such a plan or that he, Sirhan, was to, be the 
instrument of assassination. 

■ It is my opinion that through chance, circumstances, and a suc- 
cession of unrelated events, Sirhan found himself in the physical situation 
in which the assassination occurred. I am satisfied that if he had been 
fully conscious and in his usual mental state he would have been quite 
harmless. 

4 

But he was confused, bewildered and partially intoxicated. The 
mirrors in the hotel lobby, the flashing lights, the general confusion — 
this was like pressing the button which starts the computer. 

■ I agree that this is an absurd and preposterous story, unlikely 
and incredible. I doubt that Sirhan himself agrees with me as to how every- 
thing happened. 

Sirhan would rather believe that he is the fanatical martyr who 
by his noble act of self-sacrifice has saved his people and become a great 

' more — 







Weekly 
Page 4 

hero. He claims to be ready to die in the gats chamber for the glory of the 
Arab people. 

•However, I see Sirhan as small and helpless, pitifully ill, with 
a demented psychotic rage, out of control of his own consciousness and his 
own- .actions, subject to bizarre dissociated trances in some of which he pro- 
grammed himself to be the instrument of assassination, and then in an almost 
accidentally induced twilight state he actually executed the crime, knowing 
next to nothing as to what was happening. 1 

Diamond related in court today that .Sirhan, under hypnosis, filled 
in this picture of the hours leading up to the shooting: 

After having four Tom Collinses at various political parties at 
the Ambassador Hotel on June 4, Sirhan went back to his car to go home, but 
felt -dizzy, drunk, sickish-tired. ■' 

He opened his car door, saw the pistol on the back seat and thought, 
-The Jews will steal my gun. He tucked the gun under his belt and returned 
to the hotel for some coffee to sober up on. 

The defendant wandered around the hotel until he found a coffee 
bar located in an alcove between the Embassy Room, where the senator was 
speaking, and the Colonial Room, where the senator headed after the speech. 

Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) on Diamond f s testimony: 

■ The alcove was walled with mirrors, and Sirhan became confused 
with the brightly lighted chandeliers reflecting in the mirrors, and the 
crowds of people, ultiplied by the dozen in the floor-to-ceiling looking 
glass. 

• He had several cups of coffee with a girl -- described as brunette 
and beautiful — and Diamond said Sirhan Vas absolutely consistent in denying 
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that there was any thought of doing anything, with his gun. ”■ 

Diamond added that he discounted the possibility that Sirhan 
might be faking mental Illness, saying that among paranoid schizophrenics 
like Sirhan, their chief wish is to ’fake sanity, rather than insanity, * 
because they don’t, want to be thought of as psychotic,' reported the 
newspaper. 



Continuing his testimony, the psychiatrist cited one previously 
undisclosed family scene, which he said, contributed heavily to Sirhan T s 
mental deterioration. 

In the summer of 1957, Sirhan’ s father, Bishara, and brother, Adel 
were digging an irrigation ditch around a tree, while Sirhan skipped in the 
mud. 



After warning Sirhan to stop, Bishara started to beat his son, but 
was stopped by Adel. Bishara, Diamond said, stormed into the house and told 
his wife, Mary, that she must choose between him or the children, because he 
demanded to be master of his house. 

She chose the children. Diamond said, whereupon the father took 
the family savings, returned to Jordan and has not been in touch with his 
family since. 

The doctor also revealed he once considered using sodium pentathol 
— "truth serum — on Sirhan instead of hypnosis, but Superior Judge 
Herbert V. Walker ruled this out. 

' “ It was explained that he made the ruling after learning that in 
rare cases a subject could die from the effects of sodium pentathol. 

Judge Walker felt that the death of Sirhan, a Palestinian Arab, 
from a dosage of sodium pentathol administered by Jewish doctors — DiarnoT** 
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• psychologist Jlric Marcus and psychiatrist Seymour Pollack — would create 
endless political controversy, reported the newspaper. 

* * * 

TUESDAY, MARCH 25 — The Sirhan trial was continued until Wednes- 
day as the prosecution asked for time in which to study yesterday f s testi- 
mony by Dr. Bernard L. Diamond. 

According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-iSxaminer), the pros- 
ecution, headed by Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton, and including 
Dep. Dist. Attys. John Howard and David N, Fitts, were not prepared ‘to 
attack Dr. Diamond’s story* today. 

They won the 24-hour reprieve from Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker - 



in order to study the testimony before beginning cross-examination. 

Added the newspaper: 

• Part of the reason for this delay was the mechanics of the Sirhan 
trial. Unlike the other psychiatrists and psychologists in the case, Dr. 
Diamond prepared no written report. 

‘The official record of Dr. Diamond's testimony was not available 
to the prosecution until 10 p.m. Monday from the office court repdrter. ,; 

* * * 



more 



Weekly Summary #43 
Page 7 





WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26 — Sirhan B. Sirhan was in a '-dissociative 
state” — a sort of self-induced trance — the nigit he shot Sen. Robert 
F, Kennedy, a defense psychiatrist, Dr. Bernard L. Diamond, testified 
today under cross-examination by Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts. 

One Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) reported that 
Dr. Diamond told Fitts that Sirhan 's practice of self-hypnosis was a 
warning signal 'that should have led to the young Arab's commitment to 
a mental institution before June 2, 1968 — the day the^prosecution 
contends Sirhan staked out the Ambassador Hotel preparatory to shooting 
Kennedy early the morning of June 5. '* 

The newspaper published this account of the questioning; 
n, Q. — On June 2, Sirhan wasn't commi table?' 

K, A. — I, for one, would certainly have recommended his 



commitment. ' 



*'Q. — But he hadn't done anything wrong at that time?' 

i 

11 A. — No, but I would have been very alarmed by his note- 

* . I 

book and his psychic experiments. For a paranoid to use self-hypnosis 
and write such things in his note books is a warning signal that 'no 
psychiatrist could ignore. 

r - ' Sirhan was a very dangerous individual,' Dr. Diamond con- 
cluded." 

Regarding Sirhan’ s dissociative state, Fitts asked the psy- 
chiatrist v/hat evidence he had to support the doctor's contention that 
Sirhan had had similar experiences previously. 

"Ujere is one thing," Diamond said. "I'm satisfied from the 
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descriptions, and from what I observed when. I had him under hypnosis 
that he had been in that state before.” 

Earlier, Diamond testified that Sirhan would have, been dis- 
orientated and incapable of planning his own actions. 

Here is part of the story published in another Los Angeles 

- ■ .* > ■ 

newspaper (Times) j 

•‘Fitts suggested to Diamond that Sirhan 1 s mother, Mrs. Mary 
Sirhan, and his brother, Munir, might have told defense investigators 
and psychiatrists *vhat they wanted to hear 1 about Sirhan' s mental state, 
believing it would work to his benefit. 

"Did you take into consideration (when you interviewed them) 
the Sirhan family's willingness to be helpful generally ... to look 
for excuses for his behavior? 1 Fitts asked. 

"Diamond said that, to the contrary, he often found the 
Sirhans unwilling to discuss many elements of their history, particularly 
anything related to Sirhan f s father. 

"Fitts pressed the same point. 

»' Don't you get -the impression that she (Mrs. Sirhan) was 
laying it on a little bit when she discussed the horrors of war and 
the effects of the war on her son? 1 the prosecutor persisted. 

"Diamond protested that suggestion. 

•"It is impossible to magnify the horrors of war, 1 he retorted. 
*1 definitely do not think Mrs. Sirhan was 'laying it on. 1 
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‘•At this point, the 25-year old defendant glanced anxiously 

» 

at his mother and brother, who were sitting in second-row seats in the 
courtroom. 



Fitts produced a transcript of a February 2 meeting between 
Diamond and other psychiatrists and psychologists, and asked him to read 
a portion. 

Diamond was quoted in the transcript as stating "the whole 
Sirhan family alternated between the grossest kind of evasion and decep- 
tion and a kind of suggestible state of telling you what you want to 
know." 

The prosecutor asked: 1: Didn’t you make that statement?’ 5 

Diamond said he had, but that the statement had been taken 
out of context. 

The Sirhans were evasive, he said, ’-'only about a particular 

kind of information and certain events.” 

At this point, Fitts inquired: "If they were evasive and 

deceptive about one thing, might they not be evasive and deceptive 

/ 

about others?” 

Said Diamond: ''The answer to that would be obvious, Ur. Fitts, 

if you would only allow me to tell you what they were deceptive about. * 
Reported a Los /ngeles newspaper (Times): 

"After much wrangling about whether Diamond should be able to 
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explain that one matter, he managed to 6 ay that they were only evasive 
when discussing the head of the family, Bishara Sirhan. 

•‘In another tart exchange, Fitts charged Diamond was dodging 
his questions about what triggered the shooting at the Ambassador. 

"Fitts drew the concession that Diamond believed that Sirhan 
in his normal state, even though he was a paranoid schizophrenic, would 
have been harmless had he not gone into a dissociative state. 

"'To explain this crime,' he said, 'you have to go back to 
Jerusalem in 1948, when Sirhan was a child and study the whole series 
of events since then.'" 

Fitts said he accepted this, but asked whether the actual 
shooting had been triggered by a dissociative state brought on by 
drinking and by mirrors and bright lights in the hotel. 

The doctor again refused to accept this and remarked, "I 
won't let you put words in my mouth and say I said what I didn't say. 1 ' 

"Doctor, I don’t know why you're dodging me," Fitts said. 

In further testimony. Diamond admitted that Sirhan lied on 
the witness stand v/hen he denied prosecution witnesses’ testimony that 
he practiced rapid-firing at a San Gabriel gun range last June 4. 

Diamond said Sirhan lied because he feared the truth might 
reveal the depth of his emotional illness. 

Concluded the newspaper (Times) story: 

"Fitts, through several questions, sought to elicit from 

w- ♦ 

Diamond an admission that Sirhan had 'concocted' his story of the 
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assassination to put himself in a favorable light. 

"But at that suggestion. Diamond smiled and said that if 
Sirhan had concocted his story, it was a story T that couldn't possibly 
help him. He was willing to admit he killed Sen. Kennedy, hated him 
and carried out the assassination to prevent him from becoming president 
and keeping the bombers from Israel.'- 

•’Fitts then quoted from Diamond's summation of his own testi- 
mony, where Diamond said, '1 agree that this is an absurd, preposterous 
story, unlikely and incredible.' 

"Fitts asked Diamond who he 'agreed' with. 

"Diamond smiled again and replied, 'I agree with the public 
and the world.'" 



* # * 
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THURSDAY , MAR^27 — The defense in the Sirhi®B. Sirhan trial 
rested its case today and one Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) 
predicted "the matter could go to the jury within 10 days.' 1 

After hearing from 29 witnesses, including seven psychologists and 
psychiatrists. Grant B, Cooper, one of three defense attorneys, read. 



for the first time in the jury’s hearing, the transcript of a Feb. £25 
chamber session in which the defendant accused Superior Judge Herbert V. 
l/alker, who is presiding, of "railroading" him into the gas chamber. 

"Having underscored that blowup, Cooper dared the vray for the . 
prosecution to begin rebuttal testimony tomorrow, n noted another Los 
Angeles newspaper (Times). 

Today, two of the prosecution attorneys, John E. Howard and David 
N. Fitts of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office, sought 
unsuccessfully to open rebuttal with a 12-minute color film of Sen. 
Kennedy’s speech last June 4, minutes before he was fatally shot. 

Reported the newspaper: 

"Howard argued that the film would show that Kennedy's speech 
contained -nothing that could be construed as a 'triggering mechanism 1 
for the dissociative emotional state in which the defense claims Sirhan 
killed Kennedy. 

"After strenuous objection from Cooper that the film was immaterial, 
Judge Walker concurred, on two grounds: 

"(1). that no one ever claimed Kennedy had said anything that night 

that precipitated Sirhan' a alleged trance or even claimed that Sirhan 
had actually heard the speech, and 
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*'(2) a filn f we happy, victorious senator^uld have an in- 
flammatory effect on the jury outweighing the file's possible value . i: 

.Jjt for testimony, Dr, Bernard L. Diamond, psychiatrist, conceded 
that Sirhan's story of milling Kennedy raises the gravest problems of 



credibility- and reads ’like a script that would never be acceptable in 
a Class B motion ’picture,’ However, Diamond made it clear he believes 

it. 

In brief re-direct examination by Haile Zola Herman, another defense 
attorney, Diamond admitted he has termed his psychiatric findings on 
Sirhan as : en absurd and preposterous story, unlilcely and incredible. 

In my opinion, this is the ultimate absurdity — too illogical, even 
for the theater of the absurd. * 

The doctor also said that when he entered the case, he had no idea 
he would find evidence of -voodoo thinking- or ’’mail-order mysticism” 
and self-hypnosis involved in the slaying of Kennedy. 

Reported Dave Smith, Times staff writer; 

,; The absurdity, he said, was that such superstitious elements could, 
through the killing of Sen. Kennedy, ’affect the destiny of this country 
and the entire v/orld, * ' 



-As Diamond concluded this statement, Howard asked, ‘hid you just 



read something? * 

’’’Yes,* said Diamond, 
to, vhen did you write it?' 

••'Late last night,* Diamond said, 'about midnight. • 

w 

‘‘The prosecution has clearly shown, without expressing it verbally. 
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its disaffection for Diamond's vivid, eloquently worded expressions on 
Sirhan' s mental illness, which Diamond has read in court from prepared 
statements. 

"Shortly after Diamond, a full professor of law, criminology and 
psychiatry at UC Berkeley, was excused from the stand, it was read into 
the record that he served as the star defense psychiatric witness without 
fee." 

Also testifying was Ceorgene Seward, a USC psychology professor, who 
was called on to evaluate two "batteries of psychological tests admin- 
istered to the defendant by two previous witnesses, clinical psycholos 
gists Martin li. Schorr and 0. Roderick Richardson. 

Dr. Seward said she agreed with the two that five different tests 
combined to portray Sirhan as a paranoid schizophrenic. 

Reported the Times: 

"At one point Dr. Seward said Sirhan' s reaction to one test indi- 
cated the possibility of 'latent homosexual tendencies.' 

"At that point, Sirhan glared at the doctor, leaned over to defense 
attorney Russell Parsons and snapped, 1 1/hat kind of a son-of-bithc do 

t 

they think I am?' 

'•Howard, cross-examining Dr. Seward, attempted to draw from her, as 
the prosecution has doggedly tried to do with six previous psychiatric 
experts, admissions that Sirhan' s responses to the tests could be con- 
strued as normal for a person in his circumstances. 

- B 3ut, as with the prior witnesses, Dr. Seward would concede that 
one question or another might be open to different interpretations, but 
that the main direction of all tests, taken together, pointed to' a clear 
case of schizophrenic reaction, paranoid type.' 
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. “At one point^pf.^ said that ‘any good clini./^P 
nental illness on the basis of only one question or even one test, but 
on the total picture. 

"Howard chuckled and said, ‘Yes, but a poor lawyer has to go through 
these tests one at a time. ' 

u Br. Seward admitted that three of the tests administered to Sirhan 
have been criticised within the profession, but she defended their use.* 

The final witness for the defense was George DeVos of UC Berkeley, 
a psychologist and cultural anthropologist, who testified that he also 
examined Schorr’s and Richardson’s tests and arrived at the same diagnosis 
of paranoid schizophrenia without knowing they had. 

Reported the Times: 

"Like Dr. Seward, Dr. DeVos admitted that the Rorschach (ink-blot) 
test has been the subject of some criticism, but said he didn’t doubt its 
validity and added that he had never seen a case of anyone successfully 
faking interpretations of the inkblots.” 

Noted the Herald-Examiner: 

"Nearly 5000 pages of testimony have been taken in the case which 
has so far cost Los Angeles County almost 0400,000.-' The paper also 
stated that 86 witnesses had been heard by the jury. 

Keanwhile, it was learned that Saidallah Sirhan, 36-year old brother 
of the defendant, v/as in serious condition in a Pasadena hospital after 
being struck by a car while crossing a street. 

He was X-rayed for possible basal skull fracture and a broken right 

leg.' 
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The driver was not cited and police said the incident appeared to 
he a normal pedestrian-car accident. 

Last July 7, Saidallah Sirhan reported that he was shot at twice 
on a freeway, but was not injured. The assailants were never apprehended. 




* * * 



more 



Weekly Summary 
Page 16 










FRIDAY, MARCH 28 — Dr. Seymour Pollack, USC psychiatrist, took the 
stand today at the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan "in rebuttal to testimony of 
defense psychologists and psychiatrists that Sirhan is so mentally ill he 
is incapable of ‘maturely and meaningfully premeditating murder,’" accord- 
ing to a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Lxaminer) . 

Politics — not mental illness — drove Sirhan to shoot Sen. Robert 
F, Kennedy, Pollack told the court, stating, n I consider Sirhan to be 
mentally disturbed. But I believe his assassination of Sen, Kennedy was , 
motivated by political reasons that were highly emotionally charged." 

The doctor said he spent about 40 hours interviewing Sirhan and his 
family, and close to 200 hours reviewing all materials about the defendant, 
“about 10 times ,, the normal amount of time spent in criminal psychiatric 
investigation, related the newspaper. 

Dr. Pollack said he believed Sirhan to have a "paranoid personality," 
and that he has exaggerated notions of persecution. 

He disagreed v/ith his defense contemporaries, however, that Sirhan 
developed his mental illness at an early age. Despite the fact that 
Sirhan witnessed the horrors of the 1948 Arab- Israeli Uar as a child in 
Jerusalem, the doctor said he "incurred less, rather than more, emotional 
disturbance" than did many other Arabs. 

Continued the newspaper report; 

"Sirhan *s mother protected him, the psychiatrist explained, and 
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'except for the fact he was a frightened child, there was no other 
evidence of peculiar behavior. * 

"Sirhan arrived in the United States at the age of 12, he said, 
as *a hopeful, Idealistic, well-behaved young man. 

” * I found no evidence of paranoia in Sirhan during his child and 
teen years, * he said.’- 

Pollack indicated the paranoia began to develop in Sirhan’ s early 

“ ■* 

20’s, triggered by the death of his sister, Ayda, and the arrest of his 
brother, Sharif, who was charged with tampering with an auto. 

Added the newspaper’s story as related by i-'iyrna Oliver, staff * 
writer: 

“Prior to the psychiatrist’s testimony,, prosecution attorneys called 
handwriting expert Lawrence V, Sloan to discredit defense claims that 
Sirhan wrote threats on Kennedy’s life while in a state of self-hypnosis. 

"Sloan said, after comparing the written threats in Sirhan* s diaries 
and 'automatic writing’ which Sirhan did in his cell after being ^hypnov 
tlzed by defense psychiatrist Dr. Bernard L. Diamonds, that Sirhan was 
not ’under a state of hypnosis* when he scribbled, 'RFIC must die, die, 
die. » 

"District Attorney’s investigator George V. hurphy, Los Angeles 
Police Dept. Sgt. ,-Adolph B. Helendres and LAPD Sgt. Frank J, Patchett, 
who spbnt several hours with Sirhan after his arrest, were also called 
to testify that the defendant was sober when he shot Kennedy. 
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— ,: Sirhah’s attorneys, in trying to prove he was in a state of dimi- 
nished capacity at the time of the shooting, have said he was self- 
hypnotized after his arrest for the June 5 shooting. 'His demeanor was 
that of a sober man. ,H 

Judge Herbert V. V/allcer today announced that there would be no court 
session on Monday, March 31, because of the death of former President 
Dwight D. EisPhhov/er. 

• Said the judge: “Certainly this man (Eisenhower) was one of the 

greatest Americans of our generation. He certainly deserves all the 
respect we can afford him.” 
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On 4/4/69, 




vat re -interviewed at Bristow, Oklahoma. 



he was positive that he picked up the 

Individual he belie^^^±j^£e SIRHAN SIRHAN at about 1:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, 6/1/68. flHHB*** shown the chart setting forth' the 
activities of SIRHAN B. SIRHAN which indicates that he was In Los 
Angeles, California , at 1:00 p.m. on 6/1/68. 
that he is positive of the date and noted that^^^^WT 
impossible for the person to be both places. commented 

he had never seen a photograpr^^ni 




at this point that he had never seen a photo g rap! 

ras to -interviewed on 4/8/69 

shown a photograph of SIRHAN B. SIRHAN. 



IRHAN SIRHAN. 




while the photograph looked somewhat lik^tn^^ffiT^fflr^n^pTcV 
up, noting particularly the same type of hair, he felt that ji< 
must have been mistaken and tha^tn^oerson he picked up eoul 

litel^Wer 



picked up could 
not have been SIRHAN SIRHAN. pointed out that the 

person he picked up was deflniteT^nvor 5_!_6_ 1/2** in heigh t, and 
noted that SIRHAN SIRHAN is only $*3". d 

that , in view of the difference in height and the tac^tnat SIRHAN 
was definitely placed in Los Angeles on the day he picked up the 
individual, he felt he must have been mistaken as to the identity 
of the hitchhiker. 
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On 4/^Z69-th^ah&£p graph of SI RHAN B. SIRHAN 
«ai shown to which time she advised this 

individual lookeo somewna^iikft the person she and her >. ’• .^v 
husband had picked up but noted that sh^could not say 
whether or not. they were identical* ^■■HHPfioted v; : 
that the per son that they pic ked up fleffllllely was taller; 
than 5*6'*. feels that she and 

her husband i^^^wsfare^a^to the identity of the 
individual that they picked up and noted they were both . 
extremely shocked at the death of ROBERT KENNEDY and : - . ^ ' 
may have let their imaginations get the better of their . 
judgment, • v/f-o, •; &«£***,* ’ r. r - : >ir :■ > 

: In view of the above, ho further inquiry concerning 
the individual picked up by thefl|HH|is being made by v - 
the Oklahoma City Office, -Vt .* : 
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RELEASE: h*ed. , April 9, 1969 

After 10 a.m. 

iTsaxY smiiAi-rr ,?44 

He: The assassination of . * 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy 

Note to editors; Because of the widespread interest 
in the assassination-.of Senator Robert. F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday , June 5, 1968, and proceedings * 
in court, the Office of Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Evelle ' J. Y 0 unger is publi shing a v/eelcly summary 
of the case. This is the 44th summaiy, and others will 
be for release on subsequent Wednesdays. 

iiOIJDAY, LARCH 31 — An Associated Press story published in 

today* s editions of a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) said 

a ‘‘three-cell suits is being prepared for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan at 



a state medical facility in case he is convicted of murdering Sen. 




Robert F. Kennedy and sentenced to life imprisonment, a state official 
said Sunday. 

11 Sirhan *s large quarters, now being walled off, will have a 
kitchen-dining room, a bedroom, a living room and a lavatory with shower, 
said Philip D. Guthrie cf the California Adult Authority. 

11 The cell, which Guthrie said would protect the occupant from 
other prisoners, is at the California iiedical Facility at Vacaville, 
near Sacramento." 

- - Sirhan is accused of first degree murder in the assassination 
of Kennedy. If the jury convicts him of that charge, it will choose 
between death and life imprisonment as the penalty, related AP. 
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Continued the wire service story? 

“If given a life sentence, Sirhan would be sent to the medical 
facility for ’indefinite confinement — many months or even years, 1 
a standard procedure for prisoners with mental problems, Guthrie said. 

“'We’ll need some reading of his frame of mind and we 1 11 also 
want to assess the reaction of other inamates. ' 

•‘Guthrie added that the California Adult Authority is asking 

* 

the Legislature for special legislation so Sirhan could be held at 
Vacaville if he receives the death penalty instead of being sent, as 
state law requires, to Death Row at San Quentin Prison. 

“He attributed the request to 'questions brought up about 
Sirhan* s mental condition' and Sirhan 1 s 'notoriety. ' 11 




TUESDAY, APRIL 1 — Sirhan B. Sirhan, who is on trial for the 
slaying of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy "flew into a rage u today when a pro- 
secution psychiatrist in effect called him a liar," reported a Los 

f 

Angeles newspaper (Times). 

Dr. Seymour Pollack testified that he didn’t believe the defend- 

% 

ant "really couldn't remember writing in his notebook of his intent to 

* 

kill" the senator, related the newspaper. 

Continued the news story: 

- •- “Pollack said he regarded Sirhan* s claimed amnesia as 'an 
attempt to avoid the serious consequences that could result if the note- 
book was attributed as evidence of his premidi tation to murder Kennedy. 1 

•* »• * r 
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"Though Pollack did not use the word 'lie,' Sirhan quickly 
grasped the import of Pollack's testimony and jumped to his feet, shout- 
ing * Your honor, sir...! 1 

"Four hus)cy deputies jammed the tiny Palestinian Arab hack into 
his chair as Superior Judge Herbert V, Walker warned: 'You settle down 

or I'll do what I told you I'd do:,"' 

(In February, during another outburst, the judge told Sirhan 
that he would be gagged tna tied in the courtroom If the outbursts con- -, 
tinued. ) 

Sirhan didn't settle doum today, and told Russell £. Parsons, 
one of three defense lawyers, ,; I Told the truth and I don't like him to 
call me a liar. ,s 

The judge called a recess and ordered the jury to retire as 
four deputies ushered the defendant out of the courtroom. During the 
15-minute recess, Parsons calmed the ruffled defendant, and the trial 
resumed following an apology by Parsons on behalf of his client. 

Pollack continued that he believesSirham wasn’t telling .±hfc 
about his alleged amnesia regarding the notebook writing. In earlier 
testimony the doctor said he didn't believe Sirhan was suffering psychotic 

delusions when he shot the senator. 

— * 

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) rela- 
ted the following: 

“Defense lawyer Emile Zola Berman claims that the psychiatrist. 
Dr. Seymour Pollack, reported to Dist. Atty. Evelle J. Younger that 
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Sirhan was mentally ill — suffering from paranoid schizophrenia -i Then, 
according, to Berman, Dr. Pollack changed his mind and his report,^ 

"Pollack said he thinks the defendant is ‘a developing j>a^anam 
personality, ' but his diagnosis stopped far short of the . testimony of 
seven defense psychiatrists and psychologists who unanimously diagnosed 
Sirhan as a paranoid schizophrenic, “ reported the Times. 

Continued the article: 

"Pollack said he felt Sirhan* s mental illness fell under the 
classification described as ’psychosis, non-psychotic. 1 He described 
this as a condition in which a person may exhibit psychotic tendencies 
in a clinical sense. 

"Although he said Sirhan showed paranoid tendencies. Pollack 
said he found no evidence of paranoid delusions or of organic brain 
damage — v/hich the defense has never claimed — nor had he found evi- 
dence of 'peculiarity* in Sirhan *s sexual fantasies or of 'bizarre 
thinking* in his attitude towards (former) President Johnson, former 
U.N. Ambassador Arthur Goldberg or Sen, Kennedy, 

"In his notebook, Sirhan had written over and over about two 
girls he had known slightly, and he also wrote of his desire to assas- 
sinate (former) President Johnson and Goldberg as well as Kennedy. 

"Pollack said Sirhan* s feelings toward these people were not 

- • 

delusiohary, but based on political disillusionment and a resentment 
of what he believed was hypocritical in American policy toward the 
Palestinian Arabs and the Israelis." 
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? Sirhan regarded Kennedy's activities as a sellout to American 

$ 

iL Zionists whose votes he needed, and 'vith this attitude toward Kennedy 
^ in mind, Pollack said, Sirhan didn't believe he should be punished for 
killing such a person, because the killing was politically motivated 

» < 

and justified, in Sirhan' s -l:iew, n reported the Times. 

C 

[ r Continued the newspaper: 

|: I don't believe Sirhan expected to be caught,' Pollack said 

r. . 

^ "Pollack said Sirhan has shown no remorse for killing Kennedy' 

t-T 

but that Sirhan has had 'some conflict' about the idea of killing another 
human being. It is his belief that Kennedy betrayed the Arabs, Pollack 
^ J indicated, that enabled him to feel no remorse for his act. 

"Pollack conceded that Sirhan’s claimed amnesia could also 
. ^ be a retrograde amnesia rather than a deliberate lie. Metrograde amnesia, 
Fri he said, is a form of amnesia that develops after an event, when a person 
*\ cannot bear to face knowledge of what has happened. 

_ i ■; k * 

"Pollack said he also believes Sirhan' s account of his activi- 
i ties up to the time of the killing, with one exception. *1 believe, 1 
f " r \ said Pollack, 'that he went to the Ambassador Hotel with the conscious 
j intention of. billing Kennedy. 

SI "The psychiatrist also conceded that 'it is probable that 

fej Sirhan -had a few drinks' the night of Jvme 4, at political victory 

parties at the hotel. The defense claims Sirhan 's shooting of Kennedy 
was done in a dissociative trance partly induced by drunkenness. 
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"Pollack said he thinks the possibility that Sirhan night have been in 
a dissociative state or self-induced hypnotic trance when he shot 
Kennedy is •extremely remote.' He said Sirhan 'killed Kennedy because 
he hated him for what he stood for’ and because Sirhan wanted to call 
attention to the plight of his people. 

"In answer to questions by Dep. Dist. Atty. John E. Howard, 
Pollack said he believes Sirhan was not suffering diminished mental 
capacity at the time of the shooting, but was quite able to harbor malice 
aforethought, form the intent to kill and reflect on the consequences," 
concluded the article. 

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) re- 
ported that "the defense suffered a major blow in Dr. Pollack’s testimony 

"The defense contends that Sirhan 's mental capability is so 
badly impaired that he lacked the ability either to premeditate Kennedy's 
fatal shooting or to comprehend the gravity of his act. 

"If the jury of seven men and five women credit the defense 

theory, Sirhan probably will be spared the death penalty* If the jure:'” 

* 

believe Pollack, the diminutive Jordanian immigrant could face the gas 
chamber*" • 

\ VEDNESDAY, APEIL 2 — Value of psychological testing and 
psychiatric terminology "came under attack" today in the Sirhan murder 
trial "as the defense launched what it promises will be a harrowing 
cross-examination" of the prosecution's psychiatric witness, reported 
a Los Angeles newspaper (Times.) 



. •*,* 



> W* ^ WU ». A 9 Irc2_ J « -C | %.%■ \*. 

more ~ 




1 \Ieekly. Summary £44 
Page 7 



L 

j 



o 



t 1 



o 



jl 

| In his third day on the witness stand today, the witness, 

• Dr. Seymour Pollack, said he did not believe, as the defense has con- 
tended, that Sirhan was in a dissociative state or hypnotic trance when 
he shot and killed Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 

Agreeing that Sirhan is mentally ill, the doctor "steadfastly 
avoided terming him a paranoid schizophrenic, as seven previous psychia- 
trists and psychologists have called the defendant, 1 * said the newspaper. 
Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) reported that 
* 4 Grant B. Cooper, one of Sirhan' s attorneys, challenged an earlier state- 
ly | ment by Pollack that the defendant was only slightly mentally ill. 

Cooper read '-the psychiatrist's Feb. 5 report to Dist. Atty. 
Evelle J. Younger, in which he described Sirhan as 'psychotic. ' 

. "The report said in part, ' . ; . In my opinion the killing of Sen. 
t l Kennedy was a political assassination by a psychotically disturbed 
■ defendant. ' * 







,; Dr. Pollock told the court, however, that he meant Sirhan --- • 
'psychotic' not 'clinically psychotic. 1 

"The psychiatrist said a psychotic was a person suffering from 
psychosis,' a term used by me in the broad sense meaning that an indi- 
J 71 viduaL may have within a long continuum a mild or minimum to severe 
degrees" of personality disorganization. ' 

w * Clinically psychotic,' he said, meant 'clinical evidence — 
something you can see or feel or interpret — of minimum to maoor 
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evidences of mental impairment . ' 

« Jousting with Cooper over semantics, Dr. Pollack indicated a 
■ 

person could suffer minor 'psychotic' symptoms and still be able to 
plot a murder, but that those mir.or symptoms would not make him 'clini- 
cally' or measurably psychotic. 

"Dr. Pollack also admitted, prodded by Cooper's questions, that 
it is 'possible' that Sirhan would have demonstrated greater psychosis 
if he had had more time to examine him. 1 ' 

Pollack said that he had spent about 25 hours with the defendant 
betv/ean last June and Feb. 1, "and admitted that he later wrote that 
longer sessions would 'probably' uncover more serious signs of psychosis," 
related another Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

Continued the newspaper: 

15 'This defendant is on trial for his life,' Cooper interrupt 
'If you felt it was probable that you would find signs of psychosis, don't 
you think you should have asked for more time with him?’ 

"Pollack, obviously angry, replied that the chief defense 
psychiatrist, Dr. Bernard L. Diamond, had become 'angry and resentfip.'- 
at Pollack’s reluctance to divulge his conclusions" at a Feb. 2 gather- 
ing of psychiatrists and psychologist and that he had therefore not 
sought further meetings with the defendant. 

Reported another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner): 



more 




«*• 




r 



* 






Veekly Summary #44 O O 

Page 5 

'•Cooper sought further to discredit Dr. Pollack's diagnosis of 
Sirhan by questioning the interviews with witnesses of the shooting on 
which ouch of it was based. 

"Dr. Pollack .admitted that the lay witnesses, themselves in- 
volved in an emotional situation, ’could easily miss the diagnosis of 
psychosis. . .unless they had had special training,' 

'•He also conceded that equally qualified psychiatrists could 
look at the same symptoms in a patient and draw different inferences 
from them, but insisted, 'our inferences are generally more than less 
likely alike . ' 

• l Dr. Pollack said he 'gave less weight' to psychological test 
results than to personal interviews with Sirhan and others because the 
'total picture* did not bear out what the tests indicated. 

"He said he felt Sirhan’s Arab background may have influenced 
his responses to the tests, causing exaggerated results of psychotic 
signs. " 

Meanwhile, a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) today offered addi- 
tional information on facilities being planned for possible use by §irhan, 
"if and when" he reaches the California medical Facility for prisoners at 
Tacaville. * 

’ " Reported John ICendall, staff writer; 

"He (Sirhan) will be under the direct supervision of a guard 
24 hours a day and his meals will be prepared individually, probably by 
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; a guard. 

V, "Prison officials are afraid the little 25-year old Palestinian 



Arab might be killed if he were to mingle with other prisoners. 




"M/e have unconfirmed grapevine reports that there are inmates 
that would want to kill him, 1 said Phil Guthrie, information officer 
for the State Department of Corrections in Sacramento. 

" • Probably we have never had a more notorious case, if v/e get 
him. VJe have an obligation to keep people in, but v/e have an equal 
obligation to protect them. * " 

Guthrie, related the newspaper, "disputed that Sirlian was to 
receive a red carpet treatment. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 3 — In his fourth day on the witness stand, 

Dr. Seymour Pollack, prosecution psychiatrist, said today “that when 
he wrote his first diagnosis of Sirhan B. Sirhan, he thought Sirhan 
would never be tried for the killing of Robert F. Kennedy, according 
to a story in a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) . 

The newspaper related that Pollack wrote a “confidential n re- 
port on Feb. 5 to Dist. Atty. Evelle J. Younger in which he described 
the defendant as a “psychotic ... suffering from a borderline schizo- 
phrenia with paranoid and hysterical features.*' 

The report was written after a Feb. 2 meeting between Pollack 
and psychiatric and psychological consultants to the defense who agreed 
that Sirhan was mentally ill. 

Said the newspaper: 

“On the basis of that meeting, the defense and prosecution 
agreed to a plea of guilty to first-degree murder with life imprison- 
ment. But after Superior Judge Herbert V. Ualker rejected the agreeme* + 
and ordered the trial to proceed before a jury, defense attorney Grant 

V 

■*. Cooper charged Thursday, Pollack wrote another report, in which 
Sirhan 1 s mental illness was described less boldly. 

"In a 30-page report dated i-iarch 21, after the trial was already 

2& months along. Pollack termed Sirhan ‘a developing paranoid personality. 
~ «* 

Today, Cooper asked the doctor if he hadn't believed on Feb. 5 
that Sirhan would never come to trial, and Pollack replied: U I was led to 
believe that, yes. 1 ' 



1 1 » 
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Cooper also asked Pollack if he hadn’t also believed that tirs 
Feb. 5 report would never have reached the defense, and Pollack denied 
this. He said he knew it 'would have been entered in testimony if the 
case had come to trial. 

The defense attorney then asked why Pollack's Harch 21 report 

did not term Sirhan a psychotic, and Pollack replied that he had intended 

only to discuss Sirhan' s motive in killing Kennedy * not his mental state 

when he did it. _ 

Pollack insisted today, "I have said all along (in direct 

testimony) that I considered the defendant a borderline schisophrenic." 

Continued the newspaper* story: 

"Cooper challenged Pollack, insisting he had never used that 
term on direct examination by the prosecution, and Pollack agreed he 
may not have . 

"Pollack insisted that he stood by the diagnoses in both his 

< 

first and second reports and insisted they were not conflicting. 

"He denied implications that he had sought to minimize his 

earlier findings, in which agreement with defense arguments on Sirhan : ;*i 

* 

mental condition seemed more apparent. 

-"There were several heated exchanges as Cooper and Pollack 
parried for points in what essentially was a semantic argument. Pollack 
explained time and again that psychiatric ’labels' in court cases are 
often misleading. 
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“Cooper returned to a previous statement of Pollack's that if 
he had had more than 25 hours with Sirhan he might have unearthed more 
definite signs of psychosis, but that on the basis of that limited time, 
he had not found strong symptoms. 

“Citing Sirhan' s alleged delusions of persecution and his 
fantasies of destruction and death, mostly to Jews, Cooper asked if 
Pollack might not have seen these delusions if he had spent more time on 
the .case. 

“Pollack, obviously flustered, admitted 'If this is a criticism, 

I accept the criticism. 1 

"Noting that several psychological tests had unearthed such 
delusionary thinking, Cooper asked if perhaps the tests hadn't got farther 
beneath Sirhan 's surface than Pollack had. 

"Pollack, his voice rising to a shout, said they might have, 
but only 'as they applied to psychological material, not as they , applied 
to reality. ' 

“He explained that tests showed what Sirhan' s inner reality 
was like, but that he judged Sirhan' s mental state on the basis of his 
outward behavior." 

The newspaper noted that Pollack said Sirhan believed it was 
good 'end right for him to kill Kennedy because of Kennedy's support for 
Israel. Cooper asked if this v/asn't delusional thinking, and the psych- 
iatrist said it wasn't. 
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Added the newspaper: 

'■‘One key point in much of Pollack's testimony was his conten- 

* 

tion that Sirhan had shown no outward symptoms of psychosis. Sirhan' s 

.. . <■ 

notebook writings of l*is intent to kill Kennedy, his mystical experiments 
with Rosicrucianisa and Ms violently anti-Zionist political views. 

Pollack said, were not by themselves, considered separately, symptomatic 
of psychosis. 

"Cooper made it obvious that he felt these matters should not 
be dismissed one by one as unsymptomatic, but considered together, in 
light of psychological tests to which Pollack said he also gave less weight 
than eyewitnesses' descriptions of Sirhan’ s outward behavior. 

"With obvious anger, Cooper asked Pollack, 'Could the killing 
of Sen. Kennedy be considered a symptom of paranoid schizophrenia? ' 

"After a long pause. Pollack said, 'Yes, it could.' He began 
to amplify his answer but Cooper cut him short. f 

"Testimony ended Thursday on a dramatic high point as Cooper 
declaimed from Pollack's Feb. 5 report: 'I believe that Sirhan' s mental 
illness was related to his act of assassination in that his paranoid con- 
victions went beyond those of a normal personality in the average citizen. 

'•^This mental illness should be considered a substantial miti- 
gating -factor on the issue of penalty.' 

:t "Cooper skipped one portion for brief questioning of Pollack, 

then went back, minutes before adjournment, to read the omitted portion: 



! 
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'"Should a conviction of murder of the first-degree be obtained, 

I hope that Sirhan is able to avoid the death panalty and is sent for 
treatment to the California Medical Facility at Vacaville. * 

Pollack acknowledged that, 'as you Jmov/, I am strongly opposed 
to capital punishment for moral and ethical reasons."’ 

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) reported that 
,; a new picture of Sirhan in the days immediately following Kennedy's 
fatal shooting also emerged. 1 ' 

The newspaper was referring to a report of Dr. iiarcus Crahan, 
County Jail physician, who examined the defendant on June 6 and 7. 

•Crahan wrote the following, which was read into the record, 
according to the newspaper; 

”(i-jy) intervieiirs revealed an unconcerned young male. .. entirely 
pleased with himself. . .showing no remorse, no regret.” 

Crahan said he found Sirhan, whom defense psychiatrists insist 
was suffering from acute mental illness. at the time, ”alert, wary, im- 
passive, unconcerned and well directed.'* 4 

At the time, according to Crahan, Sirhan believed Kennedy still 
lived. ..that the shots had not been fatal. 

* 

Then an attorney visited the young Arab and told him of Kenn^iy'*' 
death. After this, according to Crahan: 

‘•Sirhan appeared exhausted and complained he had had no sleep... 
His attorney had no doubt told him his victim had expired. This may have 
accounted for his exhaustion. 1 * 

The same newspaper indicated Sirhan told Pollack he believed he 
should receive a sentence of 1; a couple of years 11 for Kennedy's murder. 

'■He felt that was all the act deserved, if anything, 11 the psych- 
trist said. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 4 — Dr. Seymour Pollack, psychiatrist for 
the prosecution in the Sirhan B. Sirhan case today said the defendant 
told him several times that ,! he was through with the whole damned thing. 
He was through with psychiatrists bugging him and. he wanted out. He 
wanted to plead guilty. " ♦ 

Pollack related that these incidents, like similar outbursts 
after the murder trial began, were * temper tantrums in a paranoid 
individual . " 

The doctor told the jury he did not believe Sirhan was faking 
the tantrums. 

Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) on today 1 s session: 

"In final cross-examination, defense attorney Grant B. Cooper 
ashed Pollack if he felt Sirhan had shown inappropriate responses for 
a man in his circumstances — overracting, smiling at serious moments 
and paying little attention as the possibility of a death penalty v/as 
discussed. 

"Pollack said he had not seen ’the degree of inappropriate 
response we see in a psychotic person,' but said Sirhan’ s responses 

* 

were more ’impulsive and volatile* than those of a normal person on 
trial for his life. 'I suspect he wishes he could control himself better, 
Pollack said." 

Pollack said he had seen a lot of the defendant and confided, 

”1 have actually gotten somewhat to like Sirhan. He may still think 
I'm an s.o.b.". 
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Iii further questioning, Cooper asked if Pollack still 
believed that although Sirhan is mentally ill, his illness was not so 
severe as to diminish his mental capacity to maturely and meaningfully 
premeditate Kennedy ' s death. 

Reported the Times; 

"Pollack replied that he did believe it 'with reasonable 
medical certainty. ' 

"Cooper asked if he believed if 'beyond reasonable doubt' — 
a condition on which a first degree murder conviction must be based, 

"Pollack said he regarded 'beyond reasonable doubt' as a moral 
judgment which he, as a doctor, did not feel qualified to make. 
'Reasonable medical certainty, ' he said, is a medical judgment which 
does not equate with the moral concept. 

"Under redirect examination by Dep. Dist. A tty. John E. Howard, 
Pollack read at length from the transcript of a Feb. 2 meeting between 
psychiatrists and psychologists for both the defense and prosecution. 

"It was after this meeting, at which there was general agree- 

% 

ment that Sirhan v/as mentally ill and to some degree, that the defepse 
and prosecution agreed to change Sirhan' s plea to guilty, with an 
understanding that he would be sentenced’, to life in prison. 

"However, the agreement fell through and the plea remained not 

guilty. 

"The transcript of the meeting revealed a sharp dispute between 
Pollack and defense psychiatrist Bernard L. Diamond, who expressed 
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irritation at Pollack for not revealing his conclusions about Sirhan 1 s 
mental state . " ! 

Yesterday, Pollack contended that Diamond had given him to 
understand he could have no further interviews with the defendant after 
his last interview on Feb. 1. 

However, the newspaper pointed out;* 

"...the transcript showed it was Pollack who first suggested 
that it would be of little further value for him to see Sirhan again. 

On Thursday , Pollack had testified that if he had had more than 25 hours 
with Sirhan, he might have seen clearer evidence of Sirhan' s alleged 
psychotic symptoms. 

"Diamond, on Feb. 2, told Pollack, ’I do not feel, Seymour, 
that you have played fair. 1 Diamond said Pollack had 'evaded' and 
'quibbled* while defense psychiatrists and psychologists had made full 
disclosures, and said Pollack had 'misused the conference* by holding 
back his opinions. 

"Pollack insisted, at that meeting and in his testimony this 
week, thar at that time he had not come to any conclusions. 

"But he confirmed that two days after the meeting, on Feb. 4, ' 
*■*'» dictated’ an 18-page diagnosis in a confidential memo to the district 
attorney's office. 

"At that time, Pollack confirmed Thursday, he had not thought 

the case would corns to trial. But after Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker 
ordered the trial to proceed before a Jury, Pollack wrote another report 
on March 21.“ 
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ADDITION TO WEEKLY SUMMARY HA 
?.s: The assassination of 
Senator Robert F. - Kennedy 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2 — The cost of the Sirhan trial to date is 
veil in excess of $830,000, according to a report in a Los Angeles legal 
newspaper (Daily Journal) quoting Supervisor Kenneth Hahn. 

He said, "this undoubtedly is the most expensive trial in Los 
Angeles County history and certainly will cost $1 million before It is 
ended. Any appeals will add to the expense." 

Hahn broke down the cost as follows: county, through Feb. 28, 

$449,767; estimated county costs for March, 030,000; additional Sheriff's 
Department costs not audited, $100,00; estimated Pasadena Police Depart- 
ment costs, $30,000; and Los Angeles Police Department, 0208,829* 

Continued the official: 

4 

"Although it is unfortunate the people of Los Angeles County 
to pay for the expenses of the case, the trial is worth every p* - *" 

"If it reveals the truth of what happened that night last June, 
If it guarantees Sirhan Sirhan justice, then who can say the cost is not 
justified." 
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After 10 a.m* 



WEEKLY SULEIART #45 

Re: The assassination of 

Senator Robert F- Kennedy 

Rote to editors: Because of the widespread interest in 
the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in Los 
Angeles an Wednesday r June 5, 1968, and proceedings in 
court, the Office of Los Angeles County District Attorney 
Evelle J. Younger is publishing a weekly summary of the 
case. This is the 45th summary, and others will be for 
release on subsequent Wednesdays. 



LOUDAY, APRIL 7 — Dr, Leonard B. Olinger, instructor in 
abnormal psychology at DSC,, said today in court that he disagrees with 
two previous clinical psychologists’ diagnosis of Sirhan B. Sirhan as 
a paranoid psychotic with schizophrenic reaction. 

According to one Las Angeles . newspaper (Herald-Examiner) , 
©linger "believes Sirhan is not seriously mentally ill. So concerned 
did he become by claims of defense alienists that the young Arab does 
suffer serious mental impairment, he volunteered his services to Dep. 
Dist. Atty, John Howard." 

Continued the newspaper: 

*As Dr. Olinger sees Sirhan: 

■He' Is... relatively intact. . .hardly impaired, gifted in certain 
imaginative ways, capable of seeing the overview, proceeding in a highly 
organized method, giving a harmonious kind of performance. 

I SEARCHED INDEED . 

APR 21 1969 

FBI — LOS ANGELES 
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There is an indication that there is 30 m© measure of 
control over emotions, good ability to make judgments, even if these 

do not correspond to the judgments of other people, remarkably little 

, • 

distortion of the material or of the individual's perception of the 
outside world. • .Despite his fundamental differences in political views, 
ho holds to them on the basis of ideas, notions and value systems that 
ere important to him. . .There are some indices of character disorder. 

Host indices are of neurosis. ..especially hysteria and obsessive compul- 
sion. There are few indices of schizophrenia (divided personality) • * 
"Asked to pin a specific label on Sirhan, Dr. Olinger summed 
up* *Ke would be a borderline schizophrenia with principally neurotic 
features... suffering from pseudo-neurotic schizophrenia. 

"Howard then asked the psychologist if on June 5* 1968, when 
Sirhan admittedly shot Kennedy at the -Ambassador Hotel, he had the 
capability to ►meaningfully and maturely premeditate and carry out the 
killing, * ' 

"Hr. Qlinger replied: 

^Tba (psychological) tests strongly suggest that he could. *■ 

let a report in another Los Angeles newspaper (Times), Olinger 

* 

told the jury he believed that the two previous clinical psychologists, 

Dr 3 . Bartin LL Schorr and G- Roderick Richardson, approached Sirhan with 
^ * 

preconceived notions of what they should find, knowing they were testing 
the man who killed Kennedy.. He also indicated the pair "subsequently 
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Interpreted test data In Uglit of their expectations, " said the newspaper. 
Continued the article: 

■In disputing Schorr’s diagnosis, Olinger said Sirhan vas not 
showing paranoid tendencies but common sense when he gave affirmative 
answers to these true-false statements: 

■’I know who is responsible for my trouble.’ 

•'I an sure I am being talked about.’ 

* *1 have been in trouble with the law.’ 

■*I have enemies who wish to harm me. * 

■•I tend to be on guard around people who are friendlier thaii 
I expect them to be.’ 

»*I feel uneasy indoors-’ 

■As Sirhan had been jailed since June 5 » Olinger said, his 
positive answers to a77 these indicated that he 'had good contact with 
reality’ and that his suspicions weren't paranoid but all too true." 

(The Los Angeles Herald-Examiner noted that Olinger "added that 
it was his belief that neither Dr. Schorr nor Dr. Richardson had given 
sufficient weight to the fact that Sirhan has been jailed for several 
months and faces a capital murder charge in evaluating his tests. 

(■Sirhan has not seen the sun, nor the outdoors since early 
last June when he was transferred from the County Central Jail to an 
isolation cell in the Hall of Justice.") 

- Continued the Times report: 
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■« . ..the- effect of 01 i nger ' a testimony on the Jury, while 
difficult ta determine exactly, was harrily galvanizing. For more the:* 
a month, they have listened ta such psychiatric verbal shorthand as f C- 
grime response,* r small animal movement, ' 1 inanimate movement, 1 'large 

human movement, * 'pure form response, ' 'large H and small fm, * 'large F 

* 

f 

end little c' and *TH column. r 

•It is debatable how efficiently the Jurors have been able to 
translate such arbitrary terns in their meaningful emotional equivalents, 
art the mere effort has exacted a toll that was apparent Monday as they 
listened to still more of the same with faces that ranged a gamut of 
expression from boredom to stupefaction, 

wQIinger enunciated what he termed the 10 basic precaution; t r 

* 

be observed in administering psychological tests — two of which, he mode 

clear , he felt Schorr and Richardson had violated. 

The se were 'the law of parsimony, or Occam's Razor* — giving 

the simplest, most factual interpretation of data — and the 'Procrustean 

« 

Fallacy.* This last derives from Greek mythology, in which the rpbbsv 

Procrustes thrust his victims into a bed and then stretched the short t/.v.-S 
to fit the bed or lopped off the tall ones at the head or knees. 

•Ripples of amusement alternated with mutters of confusion in 
courtroom, as testimony translated into talk of how this or that interpre - 
tation was *fitted for a Procrustean bed. * 

% 

•Slrhan, meanwhile, seemed frankly disinterested for most of 

the day.* 

La cross-examination by Grant B. Cooper, defense attorney, 

Olinger said he contacted the District Attorney's Office and offered con- 
sultation. 

Later, Chief Dep. List. Atty. Lynn D. Compton "told reporters 
that Olinger had not wanted to testify, but later agreed after he had 
examined the defense consultants' test results," reported the Times. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 8 — Both the prosecution and defense rested 
* 

today in the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan, the accused assassin of Sen. 

Robert F. Kennedy, as the final prosecution witness, Leonard B. Olinger, 
psychologist, completed testifying. 

As Olinger, the 90th witness, spoke, Sirhan, according to a 
Los Angeles newspaper (Times) "betrayed not a flicker of interest as 
defense counsel Grant B. Cooper finished cross-examination. " 

The newspaper added that Olinger was the last of 10 psychologists 
and psychiatrists to testify and his “opinion differed sharply not only 
with the eight expert witnesses for the defense but also with the pro- 
secution's star witness, psychiatrist Seymour Pollack. 

Related the newspaper : 

•Defense testimony painted Sirhan as a paranoid psychotic 
with schizophrenic reaction, unaware of and unable to control his actions 
when he shot Kennedy last June 5 • 

* 

•Pollack termed Sirhan a paranoid personality with a borderline 
schizophrenia but held that his mental illness did not reduce his capacity 
to maturely and meaningfully premeditate and carry out murder. 

•Olinger, while agreeing with Pollack that Sirhan was not a 
▼ictim of diminished capacity in his planning of Kennedy 1 s death, diagnosed 
Sirhan as a 'pseudo-neurotic schizophrenic 1 — which he said is not a 

recognized clinical label? for real psychosis but a mere descriptive term 

* 

for a condition much less serious than even Pollack had found. 
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•dinger flushed frequently under a blistering cross-examination 
by Cooper, who sought to draw an admission that Olinger solicited his 



way Into the case only last month, 

•dinger said he telephoned the prosecution shortly after 
psychologist Martin II, Schorr began testimony. Olinger said he dis- 
agreed with inferences in Schorr r s testimony he had read in the newspapers. 

■Citing Olinger* s own testimony Uonday about the care psychol- 
ogists must take in interpreting clinical tests. Cooper asked if Olinger 
hadn’t violated his cwn precautions in forming attitudes about the Sirhan 
case on the basis of newspaper accounts. Olinger said he hadn’t. 

■Citing dinger’s testimony that Schorr and other psychologists, 
blowing whose tests they were evaluating, might have interpreted the tests 
In a way that matched their preconceived notions about Sirhan, Cooper 
then asked Olinger if he hadn’t also known in advance whose tests he 
was interpreting and whether he hadn't been slightly influenced by that 
knowledge. 



••Some,’ said Olinger. * 

•Cooper also launched an oblique attack on Olinger’ s professional 
qualifications as compared to those of defense witnesses, two of whom. 
Cooper noted, were professors of psychiatry at USC and UC Berkeley. 

Olinger is a part-time instructor in abnormal psychology in USC’s extension 
division. V 

1 *Cooper asked repeatedly why Olinger had phoned the prosecution 
rather than the defense, and Olinger replied, n I believed I could be of 
help. • 
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■•Mot to the defense,' Cooper interjected. 

■•Not particularly to the defense , 1 Olinger said. 

••To the prosecution?' Cooper asked. 

••Hot particularly to the prosecution, 1 said Olinger. 

■•Then whom did you believe you could help?* Cooper asked. 

••I thought I could help justice,' Olinger replied. 

■•In giving information to the prosecution? 1 asked Cooper. 

••In this case, yes, 1 Olinger said. 11 

The newspaper noted that !, 01inger's appearance was the capstone 
of more than a month's obscure, technical psychiatric jargon, in which 
both the defense and the prosecution waged a hot v/ar of psychiatric . 
attrition. 



•The defense sought to command the jury's respect for their 
case by stunning them with expert witnesses of both solid and/or glitter- 
ing reputation and with no fewer than six clinical psychologists who 
corroborated and confirmed yet again the findings of the others. 

The prosecution chose, with its two experts, to try to deflate 

f 

the defense theories with sober, logical outlines of verifiable fact. 

In cross-examination of defense experts they inched painstakingly, some- 
times maddeningly, over and over the same tiny technical points. 

■The stated aim was to find and enlarge weak spots in the 
ornate psychiatric facade erected by the defense. 

■But the more li ke ly aim appeared to be to thoroughly sicken 
the jury on all psychiatric testimony, pushing jurors from confusion 
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through boredom aisd to such exasperation, that they might wave aside 
all expert testimony and weigh*, the case solely on these facts: 

*That Sirhan hated Zionism and its allies, wrote of his 
intention to kill Kennedy, did so and isn't sorry. 

•As the prosecution prepared its final arguments, Chief Dep. 
Cist, Atty. Lynn D. Compton confirmed v/hat has been common knowledge 
since early February — that the prosecution will not press for the 
death penalty for Sirhan. Nor will they ask the jury not to impose it . u 

Today's session in court took place only in the morning, die to 
an in-chambers meeting on Judge Herbert V. Walker's instructions to * 
the jury* 

Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner): 

•Cist Atty. John B. Howard said that part of the delay was 
caused by procedural matters and part by a disagreement over proposed 
instructions to the jury. 

•While neither side would comment on the disagreement, there 

t 

were authoritative reports that the two sides were split as to the fine 
details of the law of 'diminished capacity' in California. The defense 
of diminished capacity is the core of Sirhan 1 s case* 

“Tha law- provides, in effect, that if the jury believes Sirhan 
lacks the mental capacity to 'meaningfully and maturely' premeditate 
and carry out Sea. Kennedy's killing, he cannot be sentenced to death 
even though, he admits the slaying. A battery of defense and pro- 
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secution psychologists and psychiatrists have said he lacks this 
capacity. Hr. Ollnger and psychiatrist Dr. Seynour Pollack have testified 
that in their opinion, he does have this capacity, 

“Guided by the law as it ir. given then by Judge Valker, the 
jury will make the final decision. 

“Judge l/alker has been at work on his instructions to the jury 
for the past several weeks. However, each side has the right to offer 
additional suggestions to the jurist at the close of the case. 

“Lawyers* summations and Judge Walker* s instructions are expected 
to take the remai nd er of this week. It is now expected the jury will get 
the case ilonday. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9 — Sirhan B. Sirhan is being depicted on 
posters distributed by the Palestine Liberation Organization “as a heroic 
Arab commando," according to William Tuohy, Beirut correspondent for a 
Los Angeles newspaper (Times), it was reported today. 

•Circulation of the posters," wrote Tuohy, “adopting Sirhan as 
a member of the Palestinian cause, is the most significant development in 
the Arab reaction to the Sirhan trial, sources here (Beirut) say. 4 



•The trial has been widely reported in the Arab press and 
followed closely* 



•However, tecs' tsa of a decision by Arab governments to adopt a 
hands-off policy an. the Sirhan case, very little editorial comment has 
been made about the trial. 

"One of the few occasions when Arab editorialists complained 
tame when psychiatric testimony at the trial suggested Sirhan had killed 
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Kennedy while mentally deranged. 

~-r- « 

* 'Sirhan is not a madman,* argued one editor. 

•‘There has been an awful lot of testimony at the trial in 
LifS Angeles about Sirhan' s sanity,* says one veteran Arab affairs 
specialist here (Beirut), 'but if you go into one of those Palestinian 
refugee camps in Jordan, you will find a lot of people with the same 
mental makeup as Sirhan. 1 

■The commandos hope, in their widely distributed posters, to 
capitalise on the extremist viev/ that Sirhan was acting rationally on 
behalf of the Palestinian guerillas — to wipe out a hated enemy." 

In court today, the prosecution in the Sirhan B. Sirhan case 
conceded th*t the accused assassin of S e n. Robert F. Kennedy is sick, 

"but not so sick that he could not plan, cooly, carefully and for a long 
time to murder" the senator, a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) reported. 

•Opening the summation of the prosecution's case against the 
-year old defendant, Dep. Dist. Atty. David N. Fitts told the jury 
of five women and seven men: * 

■♦The state will urge you to return a verdict of murder in Idle 
first degree . * 

•In an Impressive four-hour summation delivered entirely without 
notes, Fitts .waved aside psychiatric theory and marshaled an imposing 
chronology leading up to the June 5 shooting of Kennedy on the eve of 
his victory in California's Democratic presidential primary. 
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•As he plied up the Tacts one by one, Fitts said they showed . 
a consistent, developing premeditation to murder Kennedy . n 

At one point, reported the newspaper, Sirhan erupted with 
»He*s lying, he p s lying, he's lying , n as Fitts said the defendant delib- 
erately left his wallet in his car "to avoid identificatIon n after the 
Ambassador Hotel shooting. 

Defense counsel and security officers plopped Sirhan back into 
his chair, quieted him and then ushered him out. After cooling off in 
an adjacent room for 20 minutes, Sirhan came back to the court room and 
listened quietly but intently as Fitts continued the summation, the same 
newspaper related. 

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Lxaminer) published high- 
lights of Fitts r summation as follows: 

•This trial commenced on Jan. 7. We have now passed the three- 
month anniversary. We have heard the testimony of some 90 witnesses. 

But I suggest to you that for the last three we have departed in some 

measure from the basic premise of this trial — murder. 

* 

* 

■murder, and I r IX read it,, is the unlawful killing of a human 
being with malice aforethought. 

t-Ialfce may be either expressed or implied. It is expressed 
when the killing is done outright. It is implied when the killing results 
from an action Involved with wanton disregard for human life. 
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- •I suggest what we are dealing with In this case is expressed 

caiice,* 

Fitts then related what took place on June 5 at the Ambassador 

Betel* . 

Continued the summation by Fitts as related in the newspapers 

*ifaltce — let r e ge back: to that word. It Is expressed when 
there is manifest intent unlawfully to kill a human being. We have an 
individual recognizing his target, rapidly approaching the target and 
firing eight shots. 

•What could be clearer than that? 

•What you will be concerned with is whether this individual 
could know that this was a vrong thing. Malice in this way implies the 
doing of something not socially acceptable, the doing of something wrong. 

■ *You will be concerned with whether or not this defendant at 
that time was able to appreciate that firing bullets into the head of 
another individual is a thing not generally approved of in our community. 

•Did he know if that was a good thing to do, or a bad thing to do? 
It Is no more complicated than that. 

•the state has asked and will continue to ask that you return 
a verdict of murder in the first degree. 

•The theory of murder is that Slrhan Sirhan premeditated and 
deliberated upon his intent to act. That Involves intent to kill. The 
Intent to kill is something that the defense will, let us say , concede. 
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•It is t he issue of premeditation and deliberation that the 
defense is primarily concerned. Premeditation and deliberation, as 
dtistingui shed between firsthand second-degree murder, mean some kind 
6f decision-making process about: the act. It is the weighing of argu- 
ments pro and ccn, rather than acting on rash impulse. 

•The law envisions the possibility that an individual may harbor 
salice aforethought, they (the law) know the thing he is doing is wrong 
but he acts so quickly without making the decision as to how he is going 
to act, so that there is no premeditation. 

•The lav does not prescribe to you to what extent an individual 
eight weigh and premeditate before a calculated goal to kill is formed. 

•The lav says this will depend on the situation., and the indivi- 
dual — that a cold, calculated decision to kill may be arrived at within 
minutes or seconds, depending on the circumstances and the individual, 

‘ *In this case, the people suggest to you that the cold and calcu- 
lated decision to take the life of Robert P, Kennedy had been arrived at 
long in advance of Sirhan r s arrival at the Ambassador Hotel. * 

"The facts in the opinion of the prosecution lead logically to 
the conclusion that this defendant did not act in a rash or impulsive 
manner at the time he fired the bullet into the brain of Robett F. 

Kennedy at the Ambassador Hotel. 

■With respect to his state of mind, we are asked to accept when 
the defendant tells us he first intended to go to the Ambassador Hotel 
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because of the Rafferty party.. Some time in the past, he and Kathleen 
Rafferty had been. in. school*, together. There is no suggestion that 
Kathleen Rafferty would have: been, glad to see Sirhan and one would 
suppose that some' years had- passed since they had been at school together 

’fllrr.* Sirhan is - 25" years old. He isn’t the only young protester. 
£ view with alarm- the protests of the last few years. They alarm me and 
£ wonder' what' v/fH- happen- a. few years from now when these protesters take 
our' places? 

tfg£rhsrc. ,, £ view is shared by many. He is not the only one who 
£sf disillusioned'.. Hi's illusions are shared by many. They are not dis- 
illusions — - illusions,, perhaps.. 

’’Sit he has an. absolute right to have opinions not shared by 
the majority.. It id all right to entertain ideas that this is not the 
best of all possible worlds,. 

rt In any event,, this- is iirv Sirhan. He felt rejected at the 
Rafferty party.- 

f 

"He is something of a longer,". He doesn’t want to stay where 
fee is not wanted . 

’’Ih the light of that, and if Sirhan hated Kennedy as has been 
made clear „ and if he felt he wasn’t wanted, why did he stay there? 

"Bit stay he did- 

" rt Erem the point of view of the assassination, it doesn't make 
any difference whether the senator was going to the Colonial Room first 
or the Ambassador Room first - 
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fir- cSfe? wAy* oi* the? other*}, he? was? going both places* 

*11 sugg fi*st- it? was? no: fortuitous circumstance that Sirhan waited 
ijf* aP piacfc: where? aft? oiie'- flice? or' another the senator would pass and become 
sP target.- 

the? loglb? points? to this — his hatred, the notebooks, his 
Visiting the ranges,- his? rapid- fire, his inquiry at the pantry, the loaded 
$}ff- iSr- hx's heTt,. the* mini>mag; ammunition, the conduct of the defendant, 
H3?tf statements' after his arrest,; the cute way he avoided identifying him- 
Seif.* 



rf NdWwfth- respect? tcs the? defendant's state of mind. His testi- 
iSohy* is replete* with what f consider to be lies, some of it demonstrable, 
£5m& hot,- 

tfj&y&hfrtg; In this C^se which would appear to indicate that this 
WSS premeditate d or deliberated murder is denied by the defendant, regard- 
lOSS df Who said it? —■ even by those Who are trying to help him, who ad- 
VahOe'd his test interests in this case . 

rftfO believe* that the defendant is not divorced from the reality 
Of his position- SS a defendant in a murder case. 

has bean Suggested that this defendant exists in a delusional 

States 



"*@K0 defendant has always had the hope to get away with this, 
ha fcn<5wS soma people don't like what he has done. This hope is alternated 
with despair/ 
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•It is conceded by bom sides that iir. Sirhan is not a well * 
man.# The question is how sick is he? The question is what does * mature 1 
mean? The question is what does 'meaningful' mean? 

* 'Mature r — aid enough ta procreate, ripe for picking. Does 
it mean you must hare the global view of the world of a great sage or 
pMlospphef? What exactly is 'mature'? 

•What is 'meaningful'? Bow much is the individual required to 
read into his contemplated act before it becomes meaningful? 

•Bo individual after mature and meaningful reflection would 
commit murder. 

•let murder is commonplace in our society. What are we do do 
with individuals who commit this? 

•We deal in a society that is still grappling with the solutions 
to the problem of crime, still grappling as best it might with what can 
be described as criminal responsibility. 

•We admit Sirhan is les3 than the full man. How much lesfe I 
don't know. He is the man you have seen in court, the man who testified 
on the witness stand eagerly. . .with flair, with intelligence somewhat 
unusual in criminal courts if you accept my word for it. 

•The question is, that given the degree of mentall illness or 

diminished capacity if you will that Sirhan has, he yet had the ability 

to harbor malice and maturely and meaningfully, whatever it means to you, 
premeditate and deliberate on what it means to take the life of a fellow 
human being. That is your 30 b . n 



* * * 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 10 — The three defense attorneys for Sirhan. B. 
oirhan, Grant B. Cooper, Russell E. Parsons and Dalle Zola Berman, today 
offered their summations in the case calling for mercy tempered with 
justice for the young Arab. 

According to a report in a Los Angeles newspaper (Times) , Cooper 
told the jury; 

■We are not here to free a guilty man. He is guilty of having 
killed Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. Ve are not asking for an acquittal. 

■On the facts of this case — whether Ur. Sirhan likes it or 
not — Hr. Sirhan deserves to spend the rest of his life in a penitent- 
iary." 

Continued the newspaper: 

■Cooper, in a detailed explanation of the various aspects of the 

law that Superior Judge Herbert 7. Valker will give the jury to judge 

the facts by, said that on the basis of both evidence and law, the 

defense r will ask you to return a verdict of murder in the second-degree. 1 

§ 

■Such a verdict. Cooper stressed, would still enable the jury 
to sentence Sirhan to life in prison. 'Because of the conduct that brought 
him to the bar of justice In this case,' Cooper said, " I wouldn't want 
Sirhan Sirhan turned loose on society. * " 

Another Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) published 
excerpts of remarks by the trio of lawyers and quoted Cooper, in part, 
as follows: 
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•I propose to discuss with you the law and to attempt to help you 
If I can with what the law is in this case and then to do my dead-level 
'best to apply the law to this case. Not with the idea of turning Sirhan 
Sirhan loose... but to put it in proper,., and intelligent perspective. 

“Let me explain, how your instructions will come';.. Both sides 
prepare their conception of what they think the law is. We submit them 
to his honor. ..his honor has the last word. He tells us what law he is 
going to give you so that when we argue the law to you we will state it 
truthfully. 

“First, I think you should know what the presumption of inno- 
cence is. If after considering all the evidence you entertain reasonable 
doubt as to whether it should be first-degree or second-degree murder, .1^ 
believe his honor will tell you that it is up to you under the law to give 
the defendant the benefit of reasonable doubt, 

“If there is doubt in your mind as to whether it should be 

murder in the second degree or manslaughter, it would be your duty under 

« 

the law to return a verdict of manslaughter, providing that you entertain 
reasonable doubt. 

“A reasonable doubt is not mere possible doubt... It is... you 
the Jury say that you cannot feel an abiding conviction to a moral certainty 
a moral certainty is all that is required. 

“You have been bombarded with the testimony of experts. An expert 
witness 'is a person who has special skill, knowledge or training. . .You 
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should consider their background of experience and education and the 
credibility of the education. You are not bound to accept the testimohy 
of any expert* 

•On the real, only issue you have before you as to whether or 
not the defendant had diminished capacity, the only way that can be 
established is hy circumstancial evidence. That is the guts of the whole 
case, the whole sole isSue in this case. 

"You are not permitted to find the defendant guilty. . .unless 
the proved circumstances are not only consistent with that the defendant 
is guilty of the crime... but cannot be reconciled with any other rational 
conclusion. If the evidence is susceptible to a reasonable interpretation, 

one of which points to the defendants guilt and the other which points 

* 

to his innocence, it is your duty to reject that which points to guilty 
and accept that which shows his innocence. 

"Let's take motive. Can there by any question in anyone's mind 
but that his motive was political? 

"Wieit we t alk about crime, we talk about the elements of prime. 
Murder has the following elements: There must be the intent to kill. In 

first-degree murder, it must be willful, deliberate and premeditated and 
it must be the killing of a human being. Motive is not an element. 

"Was it a mature motive; was it a meaningful motive? 

•Let's take excerpts from "things you have heard over and over 
again. To do away with the government and declare anarchy. Is that 
mature thinking? Is that meaningful thinking? 



more — 



• '->• ‘ 

. Weekly Summary #45 

Page 20 

^Tri his pronuriCimento , he wrote; *1 advocate the overthrow of 

. - - - « 

Current President of the United States of /America. I have no definite 
plfiriS yet,- hut will sce*t compose some, 1 Is that mature thinking? Is 
that fieani rigful thinking? 

’•'jfctl murder which is wilful, premeditated and deliberate with 
fflSlfce aforethought is murder in the first degree. 

*SGsu may assume , * .-and from my point of view it would be illogical 
.‘ttf Suggest that this wasn't a Wilful, deliberate and premeditated murder. 

*£ut what 1 want to point out you have wilful, deliberate and pre- 
meditated' killing in manslaughter . . .That is the law. 

*Seiiherste means formed or arrived at... weighed or considered 
find against' the proper course of action. 

# fhfi word 'premeditation 1 ’ means thought over, before-hand. 

*Thfi law doesn't undertake to measure premeditation of delibera- 
tion, t .the true test is not the time elapsed but the extent of the mature 
find meaningful reflection. The cold, calculated decision may be arrived 
fit in a short time, ' 

^Remember, ..the elements; To form specific intent to kill; 
premeditate end deliberate} reflect upon the gravity of the contemplated 
act. 

•If you find that the defendant's mental capacity was diminished 
to the extent that you h&ve a reasonable doubt whether he did meaningfully, 
Wilfully premeditate and deliberate. . .you cannot find him guilty of murder 
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In tile first degree. The instruction goes on with respect to harboring 



malice. 



“The next thing is malice aforethought. If there is malice afore 
thought, it is not manslaughter. It has got to be a decision between the 
two degrees of murder. 

■One other instruction that we discussed at length when we ex- 
amined you... that is the individual opinion of each juror. The people 
and the defendant are entitled to the individual opinion of each juror. 
Each one of you is supremo in determining the facts. Tour powers are 
equal even above his honor, in a jury trial. You are the judge of the 
facts. 



■The reason we have 12 jurors is so that we have 12 individual 
opinions. You must agree before the verdict can be reached. 

■You have told us, you will recall. . .that you would not compromise 
dust for the purpose of arriving at a verdict. . .just so you can get home 
earlier. “ 



The same newspaper also published excerpts of comments made by 

4 

Parsons, including remarks on the defendants life and his family. 

Some excerpts follow; 



■If I may go back to ilrs. Sirhan and her son, she did the best 
she could with this boy. 

■He was hurt out here at the race track. He loved horses. The 
frustrations mounted up until this fellow didn't know what he was doing. 
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we are: with ar perfect example of a man who is sick. In 
■ati^ field* they hardly* refer to persons as being * insane* anymore. If 
pOU 1 ever had' a perfect- case,: you had it here. Here 1 s a man who wants to 
eta&id- ujr and’ fir® the: lawyers: wft<r are trying to help him. 

tfffisu-’ Haver' seen- him,- One moment he appears to be smart as a 
Whip.* The next he: can’t tell right from wrong. 

*1 would like this verdict to spell out in every hamlet, in 
every Arab- desert and all ever* Europe, that a man can get Justice in 
ifeerfCdv 'That ie neither* life imprisonment nor the death penalty, because 
this ease doesn f, t warrant It.. £T<jt for this poor, sick wretch, no matter 
What He did, 

••let as make sure that throughout the world, that in every hamlet, 
■are people know that in America, you can get Justice, whether it is in 
iSssiss'ippi or* in £es Angeles, 

*Xt is going to take a little courage to return a proper verdict 
fft this esse, & little courage to see that Justice is done. But it can 
and must be done, . ' 

*lt will go down in history." 

the same newspaper also contained these excerpts from the summa- 
tion by Servian i 

#1 want to talk to you specifically about a thing called trauma, 
Trauma is a blow or an insult — trauma to one f s personality, a blow to 
what makes a person become what he is. 
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•"I'm going to talk to you about the traumatic, events upon 
Sirhan’s personality. From a young boy to the 24-year old man — what 
it was, step by step, that put him in the posture which created the 
tragedy that blighted our nation. r * 

He then cited Sirhan’s relations with his father' and mother, the 
death of his sister, his flunking out of college, his accident at a horse 
ranch. 

Concerning events at the Ambassador Hotel, Berman said, according 
to the newspaper: 

"There were bars... and mirrors in the Venetian Room. That is 
pretty much of the nitty-gritty in this. There were mirrors everywhere 
he turned. Mirrors in his home, mirrors in the hotel. 

"It was by mirrors that he induced self-hypnosis or — what is 
that term the doctors use — a dissociative state. 

"We have no way of knowing over how long all of his drinking 
took place, but we do know that Sirhan began to feel his drinking and 
decided it was time for him to go home. * 

"He went to the car three blocks away and suddenly found he was 
too drunk to drive. 

"He saw his gun in the back seat and picked it up. He returned 
to the Ambassador to get some coffee. 

"All through the theme of the prosecution case is premeditation 
and planning. Ue have checked this every way we can. 
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‘One thing is that Sirhan was alone. There was no conspiracy 

"■ * 

here, no helpers here, nobody backing him up, no reward for money. This 
was his act alone. 

‘You must remember that v/hen .Sen. Kennedy was making his speech 
to his followers in the Embassy Room. . .he was to go to a large overflow 
crowd in the Ambassador ballroom on the floor below, and the route to be 
taken wotQil never have taken the senator and his entourage through the 
pantry. 

•At the last moment, somebody changed his mind. There could not 
be any possible knowledgeable waiting for the senator, where Sirhan could 
take a position where he would have a pot-shot at him. 

•I take this up because it has to do with the inference that 
Sirhan was lying in wait. . .waiting for a crack at Kennedy. This does not 
and cannot fit the facts in this case. 

•This freakishness changes the whole history of our country and 
possibly of the world." 

* * * , 
more — 

FRIDAY, APRIL 11 — If the prosecution in the Sirhan case "get 
what they want" — a verdict of first degree — "the only remaining ques- 
tion will be one of penalty — death or life imprisonment," according to 
Ron Einstoss, staff writer, in a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 

* " * Continued the article: 

"That decision would be made by the same jury in a separate 
penalty trial. 
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"Both the prosecution and the defense at that time will have an 

opportunity to submit additional evidence and offer arguments. 

- / • 

H The prosecution* s presentation would focus on any matters which 
tend to aggravate the crime. 

■The defense, on the other hand, would seek to get before the 
Jury anything which might mitigate — or favor — Sirhan* s position. 

■A major factor during the penalty proceedings may be the proposed 
arrangement early in the trial which would have permitted Sirhan to plead 
guilty to first-degree murder with life in prison. 

•If Sirhan is convicted of murder in the first-degree, that might 
be the best weapon the defense has to save Sirhan* s life. 

■Because of this, defense attorneys Grant B. Cooper, Guile Zola 
Berman and Russell E. Parsons most likely will attempt to bring the matter 
to the attention of the Jury, possibly by someone from the district attor- 
ney f s office — perhaps even Dist. Atty. Evelle J. lounger — to testify 
about the plea bargaining. 

■This could present an awkward situation to the prosecution and 
it already has led to reports that Chief Dep, Dist. Atty. Lynn D. Compton 
and Dep. Dist. Attys, John E. Howard and David N. Fitts will not 'demand* 
the death penalty. 

■But the death penalty is seldom demanded anyway. Usually, in 
proper cases. Juries are 'urged* to bring in such a verdict. 

■The prosecution, however, may even find it difficult to go that 
far because it once was willing to settle for life. 

■When Superior Judge Herbert Y. T/alker rejected the plea agree- 
ment, it opened the way for the Jury to hear all the evidence in the case. 

■And that Jury may now decide without any urging from the pro- 
secution, at least in so many words, that the only penalty for the heinous 
crime of assassinating a possible President of the United States is death. 

"If the Jury votes the death penalty, it could be reduced to life 
in prison by Judge Ualker. But a verdict of life imprisonment is binding 
on the court. 

■All sentences of death are automatically reviewed by the State 
Supreme Court." 
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fRIDAY, APRILS — In court today, Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. 
Lynn D. Compton began the prosecution's final summation, and will con- 
tinue on Monday. 



He termed the case "highly overcomplicated* by psychiatric 
expertise and jolted the jury, composed of seven men and five women, when 
he raised this question, according to a story in a Los Angeles newspaper 
(Times) : 



•Did Robert F. Kennedy, a young, highly successful man at the 
peak of his career — a former U.S, attorney general, a senator from New 
York and a candidate for the presidency of this country — did he breathe 
his last breath on the dirty floor of the Ambassador Hotel, there with 
the mops and the dirty dishes, did he leave a widow with 11 children, . 
because he favored U.S. support of the State of Israel or because he was 
a substitute father image in some Oedipus complex in Sirhan’ s mind?" 

The newspaper related that the ''defense has offered both theorJ 
as partial explanation of the Palestinian Arab's motive in killing Kennedy 
last June 5. . -** 

Continued the newspaper: 

•Compton, his voice disdainful as he waved toward a blackboard 
bearing the names of 10 'so-called experts' -- psychologists and psychia- 
trists called to testify for both sides — said he had thought of erasing 
their names as he rose to speak, but then changed his mind. 

I. hope,* he added, ' that I can erase them all from your con- 
sideration. * 
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“Compton said the psychiatric testimony had been so confusing 
and conflicting that *1 can be frank to admit right now as I stand here 
that I can’t answer the question of what Sirhan’ s real motive was.* 

■Referring to Dr. Bernard L. Diamond’s- testimony that Sirhan 
was in a dissociative state induced by the combination of intoxication, 
rage and a self-induced hypnotic trance from staring into hotel mirrors, 
Compton said, with thinly veiled contempt: 

■*3f you believe Dr. Diamond with his mirror act and believe 
Sirhan was in some kind of trance, so that he didn’t know if he was on 
foot or horseback, then it would be inhuman to punish him for anything 
at all. 



■’But if you don’t buy it — like I don’t buy it, and like (deputy 

district attorneys) John Howard and David Fitts don’t buy it — then there's 

nothing left but plain, old cold-blooded first-degree murder. * 

•Compton implied that the precise definition of ’mature and 

mea n ingful* premeditation that has been so much a part, of the defense esse 

is not a legitimate concern to the Jurors because, he said, his office 

deala with about 35*000 felons each year, and in the premeditation behind 

$ 

all the 35*OQQ crimes* ’none of it reflects mature and meaningful Judgment.’ ~ 
Compton’s remarks were made after a four-hour summation by Grant 
B. Cooper, defense attorney* who urged the jury to find Sirhan guilty of 
second-degree murder and sentence him to life imprisonment. 

Continued the newspaper: 

*is ha had on Thursday* Cooper stressed that the defense did not 

_ * 

feel -Sirhan ’should be given a medal for what he did’ — or, indeed, that 
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fee Should! •‘ever fee turned loose on society. ’ 



Cooper argued, the facts in the case and the applicable 
lav make a first- degree verdict inappropriate. 

•Cooper said the defense also would not ask the Jury to return 
a manslaughter verdict — - even though, he contended, the evidence could 
warrant ft — feecause he felt that such a request would simply not be 
discreet in this case. 

•Cooper said the Jury could accept the facts as stated by the 
prosecution, ignore fehe claims of hypnotic or dissociative trances, and 
accept the evidence of 'premeditation that goes back to at least I-Iay 18 * — 
three weeks before the killing — — and still would have to consider whether 
£irhcin f £ plans were mature or meaningful. 

•Concluding his lengthy summation. Cooper told the jury, ’I'm 
the last one to speak on behalf of this defendant. When I sit down no 
voice will be raised again in his defense... We pass from our shoulders to 
yours the responsibility and the proper fate of Sirhan Sirhan, 

Late this evening, according to another Los Angeles newspaper 
(Herald-Examiner) , the "trial went into extraordinary session.*, in order 
to excuse * a juror whose father had died. 

Ronald 0. Evans was excused by Judge Herbert V. Walker "and the 
Special trial session was held in an armor-enclosed auxiliary courtroom 
In the Jail facility atop the Hall of Justice. Sirhan was present and. 
no Stranger to the room v/here the preliminaries to his soon-to-end murder 
trial took place. 



f 
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■Evans, a teKphone company switchboard installer, was not immed- 
iately replaced. Judge Walker said that a successor to the juror would 
be chosen when court convenes ilanday morning. , 

■California law requires that a successor to a trial juror be 
chosen by the spin of the wheel. 



■Evans was the second casualty in the Sirhan jury. The first 
was XHLI computer programmer Lawrence K, Morgan, who was dismissed when 
he suffered a bleeding ulcer and had to be hospitalized.” 

ISeanwhile , a young woman who killed herself early this week 
was identified today as a go-go dancer who figured briefly in the Kennedy 
assassination, police said. 

She was Kathy Fulmer, 23, found semi-conscious Monday in a motel. 
She died of an overdose of Seconal a half-hour later. 



Said a Los .Angeles newspaper (Times): 



■Miss Fulmer came forward when investigators were seeking a girl 
who wore a polka dot dress in the Ambassador the night the senator was 
shot. She wore a polka dot scarf' and had been at the hotel. 

■But, as the investigation developed, nei£h6r~ i-liss Fulmer nor 

t 

any of several young women wearing polka dot garments at the assassination 
scene had any bearing on the case. 
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FROM! SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-I56) (?) 
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' Re Los Angelas alrtel to Bureau dated 3 / 25 / 6 $. 

REt WEEKLY WEWS RELEASE FROM - 
LOS ANOELE 3 COUNT! DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 

Attached herewith are two copies of a one page - 
weekly summary of Information prepared for the benefit 
of the news media by the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney *s Office* This release is dated 4/9/69 and is 
being furnished for the information of the Bureau* 



Also enclosed are two copies of a twenty-nine 
page weekly summary of information dated 4/16/69, . * 
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TRANSLATION FROM GERMAN 



The envelope, postmarked 11/30/68, 4018 Langenfeld, 
addressed to FBI, Washington, D. C. , U» S s A. , bears the return 
address of:- 



) 




H8 Langenfeld 
Koelnerstr. 82, M6(?) \ 
Krankenhaus 



A a 
Li c 



^Langenfeld 

41/29/68 



Gentlemen: 




is unknown to me. 
gray, slit eyes, fre( 



herewith file criminal charges against two killers who 
ial candidate Robert F. Kennedy. The names j , 
are not their real names. Actually one of them i.V- 
tho nameyof his accomplice, unfortunately, \ 

description is as follows: blue A 

aEout 185 cm. (6 1 2") taU. Un- • 



fortunately, I cannot furnish you . more information. 



Very truly yours, 




signature ulegibie; 

* 






Translator’s note: The writer of this handwritten communication] 
is possibly a mental case as evidenced by his return address which is th^t 
of a hospital in Langenfeld. » 
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UNTI ED STATES GOVeWwEN' 

Memorandum 

to : SAC, Los Angeles ( 



: SAC 

/ nii*. 



from Director, FBI 



subject: KEN SALT 



(56-156) 



(62-567) 



date: April 16, 1969 



Be Legato Bonp^letter dated 3 
slip dated April 7JL1969. 



v 

—5^60 an 



and your routing 



j BefepSnce Is made to Bureau letter to Legal, Bonn 

S dated 12-13-^6^, a copy of which was transmitted to the Los 
' Angeles Office. This communication dealt 
\flC jarkedll-30-68, Lagenfeld, Germany, signed HIHHHHiH 
^HAA copy of the translation is attached. € 






Beferenced communication of 3-5-69 and the enclosure 
f" thereto, co ny of w hich wa 
certai ns to 
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Enclosure ' 
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n connection with 
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SWJAUZEO^Lrffuo^ 
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— rei— LDS ANGELAS 



Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 





.FD-JI m*». $-22-64) 
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Dote: 4/16/69 



Transmit the following In 
y,„ AIRTEL 



(Type <a plaintext or code/ 



(Priority) 



I 

.L. 



TO: SAC', LOS ANGELES (56-156) 

FROM: SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (62-1957) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: KENSALT 

00: Los Angeles 

Re Los Angeles letter to Indianapolis, 3/21/69* 

Enclosed for Los Angeles Division are 44 copies 
of FD 302s reflecting interviews with JAMES D. NlCP^and 
CHARLES D. WHIJtf at Saint Melnrad, Indiana. 

Los Angeles Division is requested to advise 
Indianapolis if below-listed persons are to be interviewed. 

As extent of investigation conducted by Los Angeles not 
known to Indianapolis, no interviews with below-listed in- 
dividuals being conducted. UAC - 

OtF 

At Saint Melnrad College t/ir 

Saint Melnrad, Indiana . Jr\ * 





CP - Los Angeles (Enc. 44) 




au- yi^ 



ISEARCHEO. 

1 SERIALIZED- 

APR 2 11969 

FBI— LOS ANGELES 



Approved; 



: - t - r - 

u Special Agent in 




Charge 



Sent 



-M Per 
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Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



cm 



.... 



F B I 



Date: 4/22/69 



(Typt in plaint cxi zr rose, 1 



AIR MAIL 



(Priority/ 



SAC,* INDIANAPOLIS (62-1957) 
SAC, LOS ANGELES (£6-156) (P) 



PROM 



SUBJECT : V KENSALT 

00 ; LOS ANGELES 



(l) Re Indianapolis airtel to Los Angeles 4/16/69, 
received 4/21/69; (2) re Los Angeles airtel to Indianapolis 
3/21/69; (3) R© Detroit letter 1/14/69 requesting interview of 
JIM N1C0; (4) re Philadelphia letter 12/26/68 requesting inter- 
view of CHARLES WHTS. • . 



The policy that has teen followed since the inception 
of this investigation is to present a full, complete investiga- 
tion concerning all persons who might be in a position to have 
observed or noted some detail of the assassination of Senator 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY. Accordingly, it will be necessary to inter- 
view all of the persons set forth in Indianapolis airtel of 
4/16/69. 



S In addition, Indianapolis should also Interview JOHN 
pyfz,uho is set forth in the interview of JAMES D. N2C0 on page i 
tfoncernlng the Individual described by NICO in an pTfort that so 
identification may be effected. 

A closing report is being submitted in this matter 
following the decision of the current Jury as to the penalty to 
be imposed upon SIRHAN 3. SIRHAN, and these Interviews should all 



Indianapolis (AM) 
Chicago (Enc. - 1)(AM) 
Portland (Enc. - 1)(AM) 
Washington Field (Enc. 
Los Angeles 



hr- 



- * 

$ 
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INDEXED — 
SERIALIZED -Ay 
FILED £? 



Approved: 



M Per 



Special Agent In Charge 
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bo conducted promptly, as these reports are disseminated to 
local authorities. 



For the information of Washington Field, there is 
enclosed one copy of FD-302 o^JM3I£^5^WHITE, who menti^ns^ 
on page Z one JOE HIGDEN of Apartment 

Washington, D, C., as being present in the Embassy Ballroom 
at the Ambassador Hotel on 6/5/68. Washington Field is requested 
to contact Hr. HIGDEN as to any information he may possess. It 
will not be necessary to Interview WALTER SHERIDAN, also men- 
tioned on page 2 of the interview, as your office has previously 
submitted results of interviews of Mr. SHERIDAN. 

Washington Fi^^^^^^anuestedtoho^Lthe interview 
.. of KENNETH F. FUSSELL, Washington, 

&)Cr D. C., in abeyance until advice I^receivecnrOT^Xndianapolis 

as to whether or not FUSSELL was in the Los Angeles area at the 
time of. the assassination. 



For the information of Chicago, there is enclosed one 
copy of the interview of CHARLE^^^JHIT^whlclj^QT^^fiee 2 re- 
flects the names of RUSS DAVIS, Chicago, 
Illinois, and KATHY CWIK as beingactiv^ii^n^TEfliraDi campaign, 
This lead should be held in abeyance until advice la received 
from Indianapolis as to whether or not DAVIS and CWIK were in 
the Los Angeles area at the time of the assassination. 



" For the information of Portland, there is enclosed ~ • 
one copy of the Interview of JAMES D. NICO, whi 
^^sl^o^agraph, identifies one JIM C. BAILEY of 
^mi^Portland, Oregon, as being conversant with an Indlvi 
ment^ned by. NICO who he felt was not acting in a proper manner 
concerning the assassination. Portland should request of Mr. 
BAILEY all data which might lead to the Identification of the 
individual in question. 



Indianapolis is requested to conduct interviews of 
persons mentioned In referenced Indianapolis airtel, and also 
JOHN FUTZ of Fowler, Indiana, and to advise Los Angeles, Washing- 
ton .Field and Chicago as to whether or not the individuals men- 
tioned on page 2 of the FD-302 of CHARLES D, WHITE were In the 
Los Angeles area at the time of the assassination. The files 
at Los Angeles reflect that WALTER SHERIDAN was in the area. 
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and he has been previously interviewed* 

All offices are requested to handle this matter as 
expeditiously as is possible, inasmuch as a report is. expected 
to be submitted within the next two weeks. * 
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AIRTEL 




AIR KAIL 







v- . " • . 'i _ .*.'5. * v* • /"•' . 

TQ l SAC , CWCINHATI ' ‘ ^ ' ■* ’ 4 " v '> V “ ‘ ‘ 

TROHj RAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) (7) 

SUBJECT I KEN SALT 

. - . 00* LOS ANQ5LE3 



Re Indianapolis latter to Lee Angela a 2/5/69 And Los 



Angel** alrtel to Indianapolis 4/22/69* 

RSI LARRY DAJJKr 

Dayton University 
Dayton, Ohio 



r- v % t‘. .■ 



r i - . • . “« •, ■ 

■-f. - i S 

* - - ^ » 



Cincinnati la requested to adviaeifcen results are to 
be expected. Records at Los Angeles do not reflect interview 
has yet been received. --v , 

«- . » ^ " ... -v’.r ; 

Indianapolis letter of 2/5/63' ref lec ted Interview of 

JOHN FTJETZ, who is apparently Identical with the individual 
mentioned in the Interview of JIM Nico by your office. It Is 
requested he be recontacted, as set out in Los Angeles alrtel 
of 4/22/69 to clarify the RICO Interview. 



for your Inforaation, on 4/23/69 31RHAI B. SXRHAX 
received a death sentence for the murder of ROBERT ?• KENNEDY 
and will bs sentenced additionally on 5/14/69 for other shootings 
at the Ambassador Hotel* . 



Los Angelas la attempting to eono this matter 

fully Immediately following 5/14/69 oburt a ance. 



2 - Cincinnati (AN) 
idlanapoll 
>s Angeles 



^ WJ4IU AUUKVA \<U1 / 

Indianapolis (62-1957HAK) 

/VI 

# t5. , , 





r 'j 



SEARCHED 
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SERfAUZED Ag 
filed 









Nr. BE BUDA Indicated that CLARK is sch 
on Saturday 4/5/69 at hla office at 
s Angeles, telephone 

The above information la furnished in the event 
It la considered desirable to continue efforts to Interview 
CLARK, in captioned matter, 

*Mr. DE BUDA furnished considerable additional Inf or 
nation regarding recent conversations with DORALD CLARK In 
which £LARK Implied a knowledge of and Interest In Black 
Militant activities. This Information is be/ 
memo suggesting consideration of 
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0: MEMBERS OF THE PRESS, RADIO AND TV 

ricais JERRY LITTKAN, News Secretary for the 

Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office 

OBJECT i WEEKLY SUMMARY RE: KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 

«CE: APRIL 18, 1969 



s the Sirhan trial nears its conclusion, this is to inform you that 
ie weekly summaries will soon he discontinued. 

s you know, this office has prepared the summaries since early June, 

3d v/e are now interested in how the media made use of the information. 

juld you be kind enough to make some comments in the blank space below, 
idicating what use you have made of these summaries? Please mail your 
raiments to: Jerry Littman, News Secretary, District Attorney, Room 620, 

ill of Justice, Los Angeles, California 90012. 

lank you. 



i 



Your Name 



Affiliation 



Addre s s 

City Stat e Z IP 
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NEWS RELEASE 

Office of the District Attorney 

600 Hall of Justice 

Los Angeles, California 90012 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
Calll Jerry Littman 
News Secretary 
626-3888, Ext. 82396 

RELEASE: Wed., April 23, 1969 
After 10 a. a. 



WEEKLY SUMMARY #46 

Re: The assassination of 

Senator Robert F. Kennedy 

v, ote to editors: Because of the widespread interest 

in the assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy in 
Los Angeles on Wednesday, June 5, 1968, and proceedings 
in court, the Office of Los Angeles County District 
Attorney Evelle J, Younger is publishing a weekly summary 
of the case. This is the 46th summary, and others will be " r 
for release on subsequent Wednesdays. 

MONDAY, APRIL 14 — Fifteen weeks to the day after the murder 
trial of Sirhan B, Sirhan began, the case went to the Jury, after 
Superior Judge Herbert V. Walker gave one hour of instruction in the 
law. 

The Jurist told the seven-man, five woman Jury they have four 
possible verdicts: 

Guilty of first-degree murder, guilty of second-degree murder, 

. * 

guilty of voluntary manslaughter or acquittal. 

Jurors elected a foreman, then deliberated in a Hall of Justice 
room for about an hour, and returned to their hotel. They will deliberate 
from about 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, "adhering to the shortened court day 
Judge Walker has been observing because of the need for heavy security 
whenever- the courtroom is open," reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Times). 
Continued the newspaper: 

"The trial reached its end Monday morning with Chief Dep. 

Dist. Atty. lynn D. Compton urging the Jury to scrap all psychiatric 
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•testimony — ♦throw ’em all out in one tig bag 1 — and decide Sirhan *s 
fate with * plain common sense and good logic.' 

"Compton told the Jury it was Charles Dickens who once wrote, 

4 ‘ 

'The law is an ass.' Compton added, r I think the law became an ass the 
day it let the psychiatrists get their hands on the law.' 

"He scoffed at defense contentions that Sirhan was a paranoid 
schizophrenic dio suffered dissociative trances. Sirhan, said Compton, 
was simply 'cuiiing and vicious.* 

"Sirhan, who chewed persistently on a hangnail and listened 
quietly as Compton spoke, fared better in Compton's summation than did 
the psychiatric profession, 

•Compton ridiculed point after point, doctor after doctor, and 
the lengthy expert testimony which painted Sirhan as too sick mentally to 
meaningfully premeditate the killing. 

"Referring disdainfully to two batteries of psychological tests 

r 

given to Sirhan, Compton said: 

"'I say reject the tests, put 'em out, because it would be a 
frightening thing if the decision in a case of this magnitude turned on 
whether Sirhan saw a couple of clowns playing patty cake in an inkblot, 
or kicking each. other in the shins.'* 

"If expert testimony could always be believed, COmpton told the 
jury, then cases could be Judged without Juries at all. 
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"Compton told the Jurors he regarded them all as Average 
people* and urged them not to overcomplicate their decision because of the 
formality of the 3$ month- long trial. 

"Compton said, he, like the defense, wants * the world to know 
that Justice is possible in this country,* and added: *The verdict you 
'eturn — which we urge should be first-degree murder — will be Just as 
Just as any other verdict.* 

"Such a verdict carries only two possible penalties — death in 

Jie gas chamber or life i: .risonment. Compton didn't specify a preference 

i » 

’or either. 

"Compton said the only issue for the Jurors to decide was whether 
drhan's defense of diminished capacity to maturely and meaningfully pre- 
teditate and carry out his act is a valid one. 

"Judge .Walker opened the morning, sesion by instructing ; the 
iUiy to disregard Compton* s previous statements about diminished capacity 
n Friday. * 

"Judge Walker told the Jurors that it is *a doctrine that is 
eing developed* and applies to crimes where specific intent to murder 
s proven. Compton had referred to diminished capacity in connection 
ith crimes that Judge Walker said were unrelated to this. 

"Compton said Sirhan himself, in 'fencing* on the stand with 
is cross-examiners, provided the clearest evidence that he didn*t suffer 
rom diminished mental capacity, but rather showed unusual alertness. 
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"Citing psychiatric testimony that Sirhan* s mental illness was 
ne that was causing rapid deterioration from its beginnings until now,, 
•ompton virtually snorted; 

■'If he was a vegetable on June 5, he should have been a gibber- 
ng idiot by the time you saw him on the witness stand. * 

"But he was no such thing," Compton said. 

"Compton said psychiatrists and psychologists 'don’t belong 
ere in the courtroom on the issue of guilt or innocence' and added, 
rhey can't tell you from showing Si Then a lot of pictures and inkblots 
a NolSember, or whenever it was, the kind of mind he had on June 5. 

"He likened the psychiatric defense to 'sort of a double-play 
>mbination — Sirhan to Schorr to Diamond' and said this combination? 
ilways throws to first base. 

"He dismissed (clinical psychologist Martin II.) Schorr per- 
inctorily, saying 'He gets all hung up on family relationships and 

f 

ithor images.' He reserved special contempt for the performance of 
JC Berkeley psychiatrist Dr. Bernard) Diamond. 

"Compton said a prosecution psychiatrist based his opinions 
i the testimony of witnesses, but 'the ubiquitous Dr. Diamond, the walk- 
g lie-detector, the handwriting expert, the gun expert, the psychologist 
d psychiatrist, ’ implied that all other witnesses either knew nothing 
were lying 'until (he) Dr. Diamond, descended on the scene. 

•'He did it with mirrors,' Compton said of Diamond's testimony 
at Sirhan had experimented with self-hypnosis with mirrors and inadver- 
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:ently put himself into a trance before mirrors at the Ambassador Hotel 
Last Jure 4, Just before he shot Kennedy, 

"'I think Dr, Diamond is completely and thoroughly discredited 
tnd deserving of no consideration at all,* Compton said. Then he added, 
speaking of the entire psychiatric profession! 

nf Their whole reason even for being is to find something wrong 
r ith someone. And what better way to foist their theories off on the 
orld than in the courtroom?* 

"Compton said the Jury should not be swayed by the fact that it 
as Kennedy who was shot to death, but added, *Gn the other hand, you 
annot divorce your thinking from the fact that it was Robert F. Kennedy 
ho was murdered because that was why the crime occurred.* An ordinary 
Itizen, Compton said, would not have incurred Sirhan's hatred. 

"Compton concluded: 

“*The psychiatrists say that if you hate a man and kill him, 

ou are mature and responsible, Ladies and gentlemen, we ask you: DonVt 

■ 

ut a premium on hate. * * 

Juror Robert G. Bans was replaced today because of the death 
f his father. The replacement was George A. Stitzel, a pressroom fore- 
an for the Times. 

* * * 

TUESDAY, APRIL 15 — The seven-man, five-woman Sirhan Jury 
jgan the second day of their deliberations today at 8:17 a.m. and worked 



i 
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>n the case until shortly before 4 p.m. , when they were bused back to 
heir heavily-guarded quarters in a Los Angeles hotel (Biltmore) . 

Reported a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner): 

“The Jurors have the exhibits in the case with them in their 
inth- floor Hall of Justice Jury room. So far they, have not requested 
he reading of any of the more than 10,000 pages of the trial record. 

“Their only request, according to Bailiff William Polhemus, 
as for a piece of chalk and a light bulb. 

"Polhemus said the Jury was surprising to him in its accord, 
e explained that often during the heat of deliberations Jurors have 
allings out which result in the formation of intra-jury cliques. 

“Jury deliberations are, of course, secret. So far the only 
ling known of the conduct of the 12 is that they elected systems 
lalyst Dr. Bruce Elliott foreman." 

Meanwhile, another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) published 
? tails of a system "set up so the Jury can communicate with the court-, 
>om. Three sounds of the buzzer from the ninth-floor Jury room to the 
.ghth floor courtroom will signify the end of deliberations. Two buzzes 
TU^-d indicate that the Jury wished to be brought into the courtroom to 
ive portions of testimony read." 

Continued the newspaper! 

“The Sheriff's Department is maintining the tight security 
•ocedures that have been followed throughout the 15-week trial. All 
rsons entering the courtroom are still subjected to a thorough search, 
nee all future open sessions involving the Jury, however, brief, will 
so require the presence of the defendant." 

The Herald-Examiner said that Sirhan is awaiting "the verdict in 
s isolated cell on the 13th floor of the Hall of Justice. He has with 
m a Bible and four books on Arab politics, his attorney, Russell E. 
rsons, said." 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 — At the request of the jury in the 
irhan case, Superior Judge Herbert V* Walker today clari led his 
nstructlons on second-degree murder. 

According to a Los Angeles newspaper (Times), this is what 
he jurist told the jury assembled in the courtroom: 

" 1 If you find from the evidence that, at the time the defendant 
hot and killed Sen, Robert F. Kennedy, his mental capacity had been 
jbst anti ally reduced, whether caused by mental illness and imbibing 
f Intoxicating beverages, or any other cause, and if you find that to 
re extent that you have a reasonable doubt whether he did or could 
aturely and meaningfully premeditate, deliberate and reflect upon the 
ravity of his contemplated act or form an intent to kill, you cannot 
onvict him of a wilful, deliberate or premeditated murder of the first 
?gree, but you may find him guilty of murder in the second degree if 
ou are convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that he had the mental capa- 
tty to harbor or entertain malice aforethought. ,ft * 

The newspaper reported that the jury listened for about five 
inutes, nodded that they understood and resumed deliberations until 
bout 4 P*m. 

Continu d the newspaper: 

"The jury’s question (regarding second-degree) and its length- 
ling debate underscored speculation that the panel is undecided whether 
le killing of Kennedy was first- or second-degree murder. 
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"Speculation also arose that speculation itself was premature* 

"More than 150 exhibits were entered during the 15-week trial, 
nd jurors wishing to appear fair-minded might feel obliged to examine 
hem all, even if they had arrived at a private decision. 

"Sirhan' s controversial notebook alone would require two 
ours for each of the 12 jurors to read. 

"Verdicts of acquittal or voluntary manslaughter — both 
osslble under the instructions given the jury by Judge Walker Monday 
- are considered highly unlikely. 

"If Sirhan is convicted of first-degree murder, his trial 
Duld proceed the next day to a penalty phase, in which he could receive 
ither a death sentence or life imprisonment. 

"This phase would be short — possibly just a few hours, 
lmost surely not more than a day or two. 

"After three weeks of psychiatric testimony, attorneys for * 
oth sides feel there is little left that could be offered by way of 
itigation for Sirhan' s crime, and that the jury's decision will depend 
liefly on attorneys' final arguments. 

"Further, the prosecution has already said it will not urge 
ie death penalty. 

"If Sirhan is convicted of second-degree murder, the court 
ill sentence him to five years to life in prison, with the exact term 
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> be set later by the California Adult Authority. 

■Should the Jurors find themselves unable to agree on a verdict 
hung jury probably would not result in a retrial of the case. It is 
nsidered most likely that Judge Walker would take the case from the 
try and, depending on agreement by the defense and prosecution, accept 
guilty plea from the defense and simply sentence Sirhan to. life im- 
isonment. R 

THURSDAY, APRIL 17 *• A Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) 
ported today, quoting Russell E. Parsons, one of Sirhan’s attorneys, 
at the defendant ■expected to be traded by this government for con- 
ssions in the Middle East if he is convicted. *» 

Continued the article: 

■Parsons said Issa Nakhleh, Palestinian Arab associate counsel 
the case, had discussed such a maneuver with King Hussein of Jordan 
the United Nations last week. Nakhleh is director general of the r 
recognized Palestine Arab delegation to the UN. 

■Parsons said: 

■'He met King Hussein last week at the United Nations. Nakhleh 
s there to discuss the exchange with him. We worked it out. He 
sn't been here for fun you know. He has been here to help us. We 
ve been working it out with Nakhleh. I was going to Jordan first, 
t then we decided against it. ' 
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"However, there was no confirmation from any official source 
lat such a course was being considered. 

"Reached in New York, Nakhleh had this to say: . 

"'Tfcere oan be no discussion of an exchange... until after the 
frdict. Talk to me after the verdict. 1 

"It was pointed out at the Hall of Justice that the legal 
>mplications of such an exchange would be enormous. The United States 
is no jurisdiction over Sirhan. He is a prisoner of California — 
sovereign state. Moreover, it is expected that public reaction to 
ich barter would be swift and extremely adverse. 

"Furthermore, insofar as is known, there are no important 
terican prisoners held by any Arab state." 



Weekly Summary #46 
PagelO A 

THURSDAY, APRIL 17 — Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was convicted by 
seven-man, five-woman Jury today of first-degree murder in the killing 
' Sen. Robert F. Kennedy last June 5. 

The Jury signalled ita arrival at a verdict at 10:47 a.m., 

> hours and 42 minutes after it began deliberations on Honday, 

One Los Angeles newspaper. (Herald-Examiner) reported the status 
? the case as it stands today as follows: 

"The Jury must decide the penalty for the young Arab's crime, 
th t untrammeled discretion* as to a life or death sentence. 

•No matter what it decides. Judge (Herbert Y.) Walker has the 
ithority to reduce, but not increase the penally. He could not void 
iy death sentence. 

"It will be tip to Judge Walker to fix penalties for Sirhan* s 
eviction on the lesser counts of assault with a deadly weapon with in- 
?nt toconrdt murder. California law demands that sentences for these 

/ 

jnes not be added to the murder penally; if Sirhan gets life he will 
irve concurrent sentences on the assault counts. 

"Ho matter what the penalty verdict, there probably will be 
i appeal. SUch an appeal is mandatory if death is decreed, and will 
ke more than a year to pursue. 

"The defense is convinced that Judge Walker committed 'more 
isn one' major Judicial error during the trial, which it hopes to take 
) a higher court. 
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"Appeals may see changes in the defense staff. Defense lawyer 
jssell E. Parsons is an appeals specialist... But defense lawyer Grant 
. Cooper , who said he has worked without fee throughout the trial, is 
yt sure he can afford to continue in the case. 

"No matter what the final decision in the Sirhan case — no 
Inal penalty will be inflicted for more than a year, according to 
JOper." 

Reported another Los Angeles newspaper (Times) : 

"The tiny Palesinian Arab defendant showed no visible reaction 
3 the verdict was read. He sat forward in his chair, elbows on the 
)unsel table, and stared soberly ahead as he heard the verdict. 

"For wounding five other persons in the fusilade of shots 
lat killed Kennedy last June, Sirhan was found guilty on five counts of 
5 saul t with a deadly weapon with intent to commit murder. Each con- 
ictlon carries a sentence of one to 14 years." 

The Jury entered the courtroom at 11:09 a.m, and Judge Walked 
iked, "Ladies and gentlemen of the Jury, you lave a verdict?" 

Continued the newspaper: 

**\/e have, your honor, 1 the foreman murmured. 

* "Foreman Bruce D. Elliott handed the verdicts to Bailiff 
Lllard Polhemus, who passed them to Judge Hklier, "who scanned the 
Lx verdicts and passed them to Alice Nishikawa, who read them aloud." 

Members of Sirhan’ s family were not present for the verdict, 
.though they were in court every day of the 15-week trial. A brother, 
lei, 30, told the Times: "I don't think we should show up down there 
>w, do you?" 
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Added the newspaper: 

m 

"After the verdict, Adel, his mother, Ilaiy, and brother, Munir, 
ept as they heard the verdict over their television set in their small 
asadena home. 

"After Mrs. Nishikawa finished reading each verdict, she asked 
he furors: 1 Is this your verdict, ladies and gentlemen of the Jury? So 
ay you one, so say you all? 

"Murmured assent was unanimous for all six verdicts. 

•Defense attorney Cooper requested that the Jury be polled on 
he first count -- the murder conviction — and as each Juror's name was 
ailed, the answer was a firm, "Yes.* 

•Judge Walker then recessed the trial until Monday for the 
analty phase.., 

•Cooper, who spoke with Sirhan in a small holding tank moments 

fter adjournment, said 'his reaction was one of disappointment.' Cooper 

* 

ould not repeat what Sirhan said, but added that disappointment was 
rldent 'by the expression on his face,' 

•Cooper, asked his own reaction, told reporters in a news 
onference later, 1 naturally, one is disappointed.' But he added: 

•'I'm not going to quarrel with this Jury. They had the case 
ally and fairly presented to them and I' . not going to quarrel, even 
hough I might disagree with their verdict. ' ... 

•Cooper disclosed that he had already made a motion to Impahel 

new Jury for the penalty phase, but that Judge Walker in a brief con- 

* - - 

erence at the bench, had denied it. 

more — 
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"Asked what testimony he would present in the penally phase 
j show Sirhan' s life should he spared, Cooper said he didn’t want to 
jlegraph his punches. But earlier he indicated he would attempt to call 
1st. Atty. E^elle J. Young®* , Chief Dep. Dist. Atty. lynn D. Compton 
id Dep. Dist, Attys, John E. Howard and David N. Fitts to the witness 
*<and to confirm that the prosecution once was willing to accept a plea 
? guilty with the understanding that Sirhan get life imprisonment, 

"Cooper later asked Judge Walker, in a brief proceeding Thursday 
rtemoon, to he allowed to call the prosecution to the stand. The judge . 
;nied the motion. 

"The jury has never heard of the agreement. If Judge Walker 
id permitted Cooper to introduce it, some sources felt it would have 
ien a strong factor in swaying the jury toward a life sentence, 

■Howard, f who will argue for the prosecution in the penalty 
iase, said he intends to gear his argument to Sirhan’ s ’lack of remorse 

4 

id to the effect of political assassination on the democratic process.* 
"Sirhan testified from the witness stand that he hated Kennedy 
jcause , in his campaign for the Democratic nomination for the U.s, 
residency, he had advocated sending 50 Phantom jet bombers to aid Israel 
i its conflict with Arab nations, 

?Sirhan also testified, 'I'm not particularly proud, but I’m 
it sorry either,' about the death of Kennedy. 

"Asked about the earlier agreement to accept Sirhan* s plea of 
iilty, Compton acknowledged that the bargain struck last February 'imposes 
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a us the obligation not to assert that the death penalty is an absolute 
ust . 1 

■Both defense and prosecution have said that the penalty phase 
ill probably be brief — possibly only a few hours, or ia day or two at 
he most." 

The newspaper also related that ■irritation at the ensuing 
sngth and expense of the trial has been widespread” and that County 
jpervisor Kenneth Kahn says it has now cost taxpayers more than Cl 
Lllion, although that figure is disputed. 

■The general public, too, has expressed anger at the slow, 
aliberate trying of a defendant whose slaying of Kennedy is beyond 
lestion, even admitted.” 

The same newspaper pointed out that Judge Walker didn't want 

jmresolved mysteries” similar to what occurred after the assassination 

f President John F. Kennedy, and he, therefore, R ordered all the facts 

* 

ild before the public in a long-fought trial.” 

Added the newspaper: 

■The defense has revolved on the contention that Sirhan is 
3th guilty and sick. This is the defense of diminished capacity — 
legal doctrine available to the defense only in California. 

■It is a doctrine that is still being resolved since its 
irst application in 1949* In brief, it holds that a person may be 
jund guilty of first-degree murder and yet be unable because of mental 
llness, rage, fear, obsession or intoxication, to maturely, and meaning- 
illy premeditate, deliberate and hold malice aforethought. 
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' "Whether Sirhan' s case fit anywhere onto this still indeter- 
lnate scale of responsibility was a subtle matter of degree for 12 
urors to calculate and agree upon unanimously, * 

The newspaper also claimed that "four other persons" besides 
he family "suffered in varying degrees,. , These were two psychologists 
id two psychiatrists who absorbed a good deal of hard cross-examination," 

As for Sirhan* s fate, the Times noted: 

"Whatever penalty the Jury decides for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan 
t could be months or even years before his future is really certain, 

"If they (the. Jury) decree death, Superior Judge Walker could, 

1 his own authority, commute the sentence to life imprisonment. 

"Barring that, appeal of a death sentence is automatic anyway, 
vier California lav/. 

"Defense attorney Cooper estimated Thursday, after the verdict 
f first-degree murder in the death of Robert F, Kennedy, that it would 
i at least one year before Sirhan* s appeal — if there is one — would* 
s resolved. 

"He said he planned to file a notice of appeal on the verdict, 
it indicated he did not know whether he would press an appeal immediately. 

"'Partly, 1 he added, 'it depends on whether someone comes up 
Lth some money to conduct a defense.' Cooper has defended Sirhan thus 
ir without fee," 

Concerning formal sentencing by the Judge, the newspaper indi- 
ited this is "expected to be held about three weeks after the jury 
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> turns a verdict In the penalty phase." 

Following the verdict, a press conference was held and Compton 
elated, according to the Times, that "the Circumstances of the murder 
id the conduct of Sirhan B. Sirhan were the major contributing factors 
1 his conviction." 

Flanked by his two fellow prosecutors, Compton termed the jury's 
vision "appropriate" and said it "expressed the will of the community," 

Continued the newspaper’s account: 

"Asked the penalty the prosecution will seek at that phase of 
•e trial', Compton said: 

,!, I don't think it appropriate for me to express what we think 
uld be the appropriate penalty. ’ 

"He explained that 'this is a unique case without precedent' 

.d that it should be left to a jury to decide what should be the 'appro- 
late penalty. 1 

4 

' "...he made it plain that Howard,; who will deliver the pro- 
cution's argument to the jury, will emphasize thcpe facts which point 
> one punishment — presumably the death penalty. 

"Howard, who has been assigned to the case since moments after 
e shooting, and. who has lost 35 pounts since the trial began in January, 
id the thrust of his summation will be that the killing of Sen. Robert 
Kennedy was a 'political assassination' and that the jury must decide 
at should be the proper punishment for such an act. 
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11 He hinted that he will hammer home to the jury what he des- 
ibed as Sirhan's lack of remorse. 

"He Intends to remind the panel that while the electorate 
nt to the polls last June 5* Sirhan went to a pistol range. To be 
dr, Howard said, he will say all he can in Sirhan's favor, but, he 
Ided, 'that will be very little. 1 

"Fitts, who carried the brunt of the prosecution's presentation 
i court, remained silent during the press conference, but he said later 
iat he was 'relieved 'when he heard the verdict. 

"Compton who had asked the jury to disregard the trial testi- 
fy of psychiatrists, said he did not think the verdict necessarily was 
repudiation of such testimony in general. 

"Rather, he said, in this case the jury 'did not accept the 
agnosis of the psychiatirsts. ' 

"Compton commended both Fitts and Howard saying 'this whole 
immunity owes a debt of gratitude to them for the work they performed 
l this case . ' 

"He also complimented the three defense attorneys, for their 
jhavior during the trial, 

"Compton, Howard and Fitts have all been through death penalty 
'ials before, Compton having obtained seven death verdicts, Fitts four 
id Howard, who has spent much of his career as a prosecutor handling 
ijor fraud cases, one. 
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"However, with all their experience, there has never been a 
rhan case — a political assassination which in itself, as Howard slid, 
.'fects 'our democratic processes. * " 

Heanwhile, Cooper expressed disappointment at the verdict, 
id Parsons said, "I feel very bad about it. We have a sick man and the 
lychiatric evidence was overwhelming." 

The third defense attorney, Smile Sola Berman, said in New 

i _ 

>rk: "1 just regret that the sciences of psychology and psychiatry are 
Id in such low esteem. 

Reported the Times; 

“Asked if Si rhan fully realized the import of the outcome, 

>oper answered: ’ Of course. r 

"When asked if there had been judicial errors during the lengthy 
oceedings, he (Cooper) replied that he felt so. 

"Cooper mentioned a matter that will come before the Court of 
peals on Friday, "that of Linodn High School teacher Sal Castro and lfc 
;her defendants, accused of felony conspiracy for their roles in student 
tlkouts last year. 

"If the court upholds the defense position that the Grand Jury 
is improperly constituted — favoring certain segments of the population 
■ then the Sirhan case would have to be retried. Cooper said.” 

(Slrhan was indicted by the 23-oenber Los Angeles County Grand 
try several days after the shooting). 

"In response to a question, the attorney said Sirhan has not 
idicated that he wants any change of lawyers. 
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"Cooper said, he had no regrets about the course pursued by 
e defense. 

-p 

* 

K, I don't knot/ of any other way we could have tried it,' he 
ated. M/e did the best we could and we lost. That's all.' D 

Meanwhile, a Los Angeles newspaper (Herald-Examiner) published 
United Press international story from Jerusalem quoting Sirhan's father 
at he (the father) "was even more adamant than ever that his son had 
ammited an act of political courage and even of necessity' in the 
aoting. 

Continued the UPI story : 

"Something had to be done 'to bring to the attention of the 
Lted States people the wrongness of America's support of.- Israel,' 
rhan told newsmen. 

"Many of the Arab residents of Taibeh and through the occupied 
at Bank area agreed with Sirhan. The Arabs view the young Jordanian 
a hero and a martyr for the Arabs and Palestinian cause, * 

"Veteran political observers in Beirut said the conviction of 
rhan was expected to provoke a wave of popular protest in the Arab world. 

"Although the long trial got little more than routine attention 
the Arab press, interest in his case has been sparked recently by the 
oearance in Arab capitals of posters hailing Sirhan as a hero of Palestine. 

"Hie well-printed posters in black and red are issued by the 
Lestine Liberation Organization and show a drawing of Sirhan with the 
rds, »I did ‘it for ny country.'" 
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April 19, 1969 

J 

or. Edgar ttoov/ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
.Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 

I am a former Time and Life correspondent, the author of 
book on Pope John, and a free lance writer currently engaged 
in writing a book on the assassination of Robert Kennedy. 

I have reason to believe that I am writing the book on the 
assassination because, to get the facts I needed , . I managed 
to attain a unique position: I became an investigator for 

the defense. "" ] 

In that role, it became necessary for me to engage in long 
interviews with Sirhan, to work in close cooperation with 
the psychologists and psychiatrists in the case, and, of 
course, with the lawyers. Hone of these people, I am happy 
to say, tried to "concoct” a defense; they probably pre- 
judged the case a little bit, as most of the nation did, with ' 
the preliminary notion that Sirhan had to be nutty to kill a 
Kennedy in cold blood in the middle of a crowded hotel pantry 
and leave a notebook behind saying he intended to do it. The 
lawyers and the doctors were interested in getting to that 
portion of the truth they could use in the defense of Sirhan 
and then in presenting that truth fairly before judge and 
jury. I was happy to help them in that because at the same 

time I was helping myself gather material for my book. 

• - • - ■ 

On order to write the best possible book, however, 1 feel I 
should get other points of view, I would like the FBI to 
consider helping me with information and some evaluation. 

1) Information : I'd. like to know how the FBI went into action, 
who got the word first, where you were when the news came, 
what orders you gave, who carried them out and how. It is a * 
part of the story which I imagine the F.B.I.< would not want 

me to overlook . . 

# 

2) Evaluation : I wonder what your investigators think about, 
certain clues which point toward a conspiracy. I am not 
entirely convinced that Sirhan wasn't put up to this by some- 
one else and I have a few good reasons why I think so. Since 

have talked to Sirhan and your people haven't, X assume my 
reasons might bear some examination. Maybe the FBI has checked 
out certain areas. If so, fine. I'd like. to know, if not for 
publication, at least for background, so X do not make imply 
that there is a need for "further investigation* into what has 
already been well investigated. \ r ~ 7 . ' 

t'v’ ;• *; .v . _ ‘ ■ ‘v i v } i- 

Sincereiy, 

/^hr f J? 

Robert Blair Kaisei 
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Iywood, California 90028 



sdoUywood^Calif' 



f5> 
air Kaisi 



Jut 




Dear Mr. Kaiser: - , * . . . -i 

* • ;v; : ;• . - • 

Tour letter of April 19, 1969, has been 
received, and I appreciate the Interest which prompted 
you to write. 



lh reference to your Inquiry, the files 
■ of the FBI are confidential pursuant to regulations of 
the Department of Justice, and It will not be possible 
to furnish the information regarding Strhan Bishara 
Slrhan you desire. 

_ Sincerely yours, : ~ 



J. Edgpr floover 

Ip) Los Angeles (Enclosure 
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Memorandum 



TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 



bat* 4/30/69 



yfSAC, CINCINNATI (175-6) (RUC). > ? 1 */ :£/ v ^ 



cct: KEN SALT 



(00: la) . > £ ' j; " ;' \ 



fliX- 

\ftC -. •.. '. V *• Indianapolis letter dated 2/5/69* * : : . rv 

■ • Enclosed for Lo s Angeles ar e 22 copies of an FD-302 

interview of LARRY DAKER, (■W^MDayton, Ohio. . .. 



\ - Los Angeles (Enc. -/22) 
'1L - Cincinnati 
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* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 



omI/T SAC, SEATTLE (89-62) (RUC) 



: KENSALT 
00: LA 







date: 5/1/69 



Re Portland airtel to Seattle, 4/23/69. 

(22) of an FD-302 reflecting 
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enty-two (S 
. BA IVEY. 
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T KEVIN IS NEWS DIRECTOR OF KHI RADIO.) * : i-.Kl 
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- 1 ■ BY ART KEVIN .'•» 

;4F?^ •• ' ■ . 

■+ • EOITORS NOTES ART KEVIN IS NEWS DIRECTOR OF KHI RADIO.) t 

. •- t . LOS ANCELES(CNS)~MM THAT THE SlRHAN 8 1 SHU ASIRHAN TRIAL IS OVER 

jfe;--- . ' ' i..' ■ .. 

t . ; f > SOME VALID QUESTIONS CAN AND MUST fit ASKEO ABOUT SIRHAN'S ALLEGED 1 
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) v p ; ACTIVITIES AND ASSOCIATION BEFORE THE EVENTS OF THAT TRAGIC NIGHT AT Sif / ;! ! 
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S *.* THE A M3 ASS AO OR HOTEL* 
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FOR EXAMPLE* WHIT EVER HAPPENED TO THAT LOCAL MINISTER WHO IMPLIED ' )'\ l 
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THAT SlRHAN TRIED TO MAKE HIM PART OF AN ESCAPE PLOT. IMMEDIATELY AFTER j* ; f ! 
THE ASSASSINATION? • . 

. THE REVEREND, TWOUCH HIS ATTORNEY CEORCE T* DAVIS, CLAIMED THAT ■ ' Yrll f 

&WRTLY BEFORE THE KENNEDY MURDER HE PICKED UP THREE HITCHHIKERS, TOO ^ 

MEN AM A CIRL. THE MINISTER SAID THE CIRL OAS "DIRTY BLONDE", !• % 

- ONE OF THE TOO VEN HE SAIO HAS SlRHAN SlRHAN. THE MINISTER SAIO THAT ; ; j| 
•PART OFTICIR CONVERSATION CONCERNED HORSES. HE SAIO HE HAO SOME >! 

SELli AND. SlRHAN INDICATED 1C HAS INTERESTED IN BUYING ONE OF TICM.V‘'^it C |'i 

■S',...- : - • -V. *■ . - y . J. ••’•■"'*' i'l'ML ■. I • 
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flrif * T *°° OOESTIONS 255 XXX ’THEM, -• " ‘ 

• >V l^^rtK MINISTER SAYS HE CAVE SIRHAN HIS TELEPHONE NUkBER AND NAS ' 

. • ' !- • "? 1 ;• 'CONTACTED AND TOLD TO MEET SIRHAN FOR A CASH OEaL ON THE NICHT OF T Pil 
: THE’ MURDER. THE MINISTER SAID HE BAS TO -MEET SIRHAN IN THE PARKINC-tOT^;^^ 
t OF THE AMBASSAOOR HOTEL RICHT NEXT TO THE KITCHEN AREA. . ! ’ j 
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r ■/ 1* MINISTER DID NOT KEEP THE. APPOINT ICNT DUE TO A PREVIOUS/*: .',1 

•; . COMMITMENT IN OXNARO. •. * ’ '*; ; i 

THERE IS ANOTHER MYSTERY CLERIC IN THE MUROER CASE. THIS MAN.flHO TOLD . 1 /. 

, f/\V. CAMPAIGN WORKERS HIS NAMES WAS JAMES MONOELL, NAS RALKlNC WITH TIC ‘ r ffM 

* f / >•’ 'ICNNEDY CROUP THE NICHT OF THE MUROER IN THE HOTEL. , . 

j u - i ■ ... , , •• i r - > 

VV- v r HE HUD TOLO SOME OF Tf€ HAPPY CAMPAIGN WORKERS THAT HE WAS A FORMER*/ 
v iAr: F * CATHOLIC PRIEST* AFTER THE SHOTS RANG OUT* THE FORMER PRIEST REPORTEDLY* 
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CATHOLIC PRIEST. AFTER THE SHOTS RANC OUT. TtC FORMER PRIEST REPORTEDLY 



’ SAID SOME PRAYERS OVER THE FALLEN SENATOR, f : * ij-J’i 

' MONOELL HAS NOT BEEN SEEN SINCE THE NIGHT OF THE ASSASSINATION^ ‘aN> v ‘•-■ if ' 
* { ■ NO CATHOLIC ORDER LISTS HIM AS A FORMER PRIEST, 
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THEN THERE IS LOCAL ANTI-CASTRO LEADER JOSE DUARTE. HE REVEALED 



« - t f 'a ^,1* 17 



I ,i f - V THAT HE HAD ATTENDED A PRO-CASTRO MEETING SOMETIME BEFORE THE KENNEDY- '• 

! MJROER At WHICH HE COT .INTO A NEAR FISTFICHT WITH SIRHAN SIR HAN. /•! ' ' 
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*>’*D OUESTIONS •*»■ XXX S ‘T; H1 „ or BE.*' A ^ *** ^ 1 

n :•:• S • “ ” * |0 W T #WHM» ACCUSED HIM ° . [. .'i 

?■-.■• .... „r Finn. CASTRO. •.—.«. nM Hk.DMJ.AH ?IRHAN, 
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• i. • • W ARTE SAID THAT . ; i; ; { 

• K\ «« ,u imam - : ; ,1 ' V. 

••U ‘ b . SIBHAN-S OLDEST BROTHER. ^ ^ SAS SHOT At HHILE »W* ^ 

V; : V ,Vi: : .SAIOALLAH SAIO THAT , H ANOTHER CAR. ... • ' ‘ 

:$ sm A ARCENAV BV TP— K«- «: ^TION BUT NEVER. R^;- , 

.%r‘ i’p-' ponce conducted xh . v uU 

:v-2 ■■ :u • their oeficial F1N0 "* S - c0HNECT10 n nith the- murder are non y:./ ,?V U 

- •*? ,N rt,s J . mm 

^^NO PSVCHIATRIC EXAMINATION. ■* ™ 

***«*•: GONZALEZ NAS «»®« * ■ f ALLEN FROM THE |H ^ 

A P*«» BY ^ 0 ^VED IN Tl€ XENNEDV IARDER «» . 
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* , QUESTIONS U/17/# 

3RD ADO QUESTIONS 255 XXX POWERS." 

MEXICAN AUTHORITIES DISCOUNTED THE BOYS STORY. HOWEVER THE U-S , 

ATTORNEY IN EL PASO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE F.B.|. WAS INVESTIGATING THE 
; IftTTER. . 

- KATHY FULMER OIEO ;IN LOS ANCaES APRIL 11 1J8?, FROM AN APPARENT 
WEROOSE OF SECANOL. SHORTLY AFTER THE KENNEOY ASSASSINATION, MISS - 
' ; f ' FUt-MGR HAD TURNED HERSELF IN TO LOS MOLES POLICE SAYING THAT SHE MIGHT 
!( -'i ; S BE TIE MYSTERIOUS POLKA-DOT DRESS LADY THEY WERE SEEKING, 

; POLICE SAY THEY CLEARED KATHY FULMER AND THE YOUW HOMAN WAS FORGOTTEN 
r|';‘lN THE INVESTIGATION UNTIL SHE DIED. 

f(, ‘ Tl€ MYSTERY OF THE POLKA-OOT DRESS LADY HAS NEVER BEEN FULLY EXPLAINED; 

' kV SHE ALLECEOLY HAS STANDING NEXT TO SIRHAN THE NIGHT OF THE ASSASSINATION.:! 
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V^P •t' A V6 AS SAD OR HOTEL WAITER VINCENT OIPlCRRO TOLD THE GRAND JURY THAT SHE v 

j *. • * 

.AND SIRHAN WERE, SMIL INC AS SIRHAN OPENED FIRE ON THE SENATOR. 

BOOKER GRIFFIN OF THE NEGRO INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC UNION IN LOS 
i. .ANGELES* SAID HE TOO SAW THE POLKA DOT DRESS WOMAN WHOM HE OESCRIBED AS' 
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’P( ! ! ' i LATER SANDY SERRANO « A YOUNG KENNEDY CAMPAIGN VOLUNTEER WORKER, TOLD 

f POLICE THAT A HOMAN IN A POLKA-OOT CRESS RAN PA9T HER SHORTLY AFTER V" 7 

MURDER SHOUTING "WE SHOT HIM...WE SHOT KENNEDY". •' : 

| ■ SUOOENLY ON[ JUNE 2.1, 1?88, LOS ANGELES POLICE OROPPEO TICIR ALL POINTS ; ' 

•, BULLETIN FOR . THE: LApT. IN THE POLKA-OOT .ORESS.- . ' . ^v: ; : V ;• A Vr-VJ • ' 

1 ; ■ .1 vV/.'-’ • : 
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QUESTIONS , ; 

llTH ADD QUESTION 255 XXX DRESS. ; 

- POLICE SAID THAT MISS SERRANO HAD HITHORAliN HER STATEMENT ABOUT TIC,' 

*1 . . 

POLKA-DOT PRESS ROMAN* But THEY MAOE NO COMMENT ON THE STATEMENTS 
CF BOOKER GRIFFIN OR VINCENT DIPIERRO. 

.1 PERSONALLY LEARNED THROUGH AN EAST COAST SOURCE THAT MEMBERS OF • 

4 S 

SENATOR KENNEDY'S STAFF IN NEW YORK HAD BEEN ADVISED TWEE WEEKS BEFORE 

» » 

THE ASSASSINATION, THAT A DEATH PLOT WAS IMMINENT, J 

THE WRDER HAS TO TAKE PLACE SOMEHICRE HERE IS CALIFORNIA DURING } 

ONE OF THE MOB SCENES THAT NORMALLY SURROUNDED A KENNEDY RALLY. 
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LOS ANGELES POLICE WERE GIVEN THIS INFORMATION BUT NEVER 
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REVEALED THEIR FINDINCS. 



FINALLY, I LEARNED ‘THAT THE F.B.I. HAS PROBING A POSSIBLE LINK 
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' BETWEEN SIRHAN AND THE ARAB TERRORIST ORGANIZATION KNOWN A$£Al-FATAftJ j- 

SCOURGES HERE TOLD ME THAT ISRAELI IliTaL ICENCE HAD SENT A COMPLETE iv't * 4 
'* " i! FILE ON TIC CROUl* TO LOCAL F.B.I. OFFICIALS. THE INDICATIONS ARE THAT . 4 ; !■ 
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HHlCK MAY HAVE ORIGINATED AT THE CHURCH THE .SIRHAN FAMILY BaONGEO TO., 

. , * „ . ' , , t j i. , . ■ . *■ A • m I : t . . I ** 



' 

1 » • K r ‘ *. > *■ * ** , ♦ k • . 1 . . 

A. f. . ’ ■*, . 'v . ' •/ ;, J • ; 

: ; ^ 1 * . % . ■*•...>• .'.f ■. • 

i . ' *• vi •'* , • ■ 

’* t ... F iv.* 

•» ’• ' , ■ . 

1-. ' 



t 

.1 

** 

•* 'V* , 



* . ■ ' , I • » % '* *r,; '.f,'* ,.M AVS * ' * 

v l v > $ '\*&***'..*~ •. v- ■ • 1 - 

^ f ■« V 1 ’ . * * . s . < * i 



V • to 1 - I 

to,..- .v. •• ;. . .. . •• •• ' . ;... • 

! v , :> f ,-v.- t * 

: ‘p .-*s -•*'.* a** ■:?*.:.? ■ a -•••’• • I 

. * . ; '#*.»# • • to .. 1 r* - * 1 






• • t> ■ 



. * * 



it f i v ••■■■ t: * '• \ " 

i ■■■ r;- . . - r : * * ^ 

it. ■ .. • 

i. l ■ i 



•V 

< >■' / 



¥'■ I; ■ 



’ I. 



v: y V ’• ■ ’ • ' • . . ' ; 1 * *-•» V L' 

, i - ■' •* . .. • . • . *j • * -".i y 7 • Vr v # » •»*]- 

' S' ■ ■. . . ■ - V* 

‘ ■ V'W -hvw v. . ?i ,• 

... ■■ >. f ' i* i- 



•. •* 



.T^ BC >!P!; - D Ml THE K-SyT.,e«| ON, 

iUR * Vs WCEJOtt VCV<R.HtPI»rtHtT T(^y 
* THESE OTJCVOur f ■'« ’ 




•: .*v ;. ’ *r r ww " p r .w* .1 : .tombs;;’.. ;i- 

; .: ,' fc ^ *"^r( T’T* Tij.|S.R^>oKr by ART.,^£yj5(;iv i «. way ,cm «es ok Hiwfs t»rt ; X '■ 

tor^senato: rWrt f. KEfifceoy, e n ; .p ; 

■ •. T.. H mr.'S'rO F() i .‘/f'-. OilT iTM»r - TUTurvisi* Ullltt fifAHMtlAinli i ^ ‘L ‘ A 



# . ’• V -NS 



* *• ■■ “ 1 ‘A •* .V > * . ' ' f ■ t 

* .... '» '.•!* .;■ .< / *.,' J , . • ,l 

v >: . •'” '■ V- ' r 



r hV ♦ . 



. »,■ 



* •“ 4 L'J • 



.. v/V 1 .'-. / « . 4 . j i J 

A » ;*, ^ . 'i >»■ . • - • * \ 



advised that one ART KEVIN of Radio 
Station KHJ, had made a broadcast over the weekend of 
4/19 and 20/69, pertaining to the SIRHAN investigation, 
I rj In the broadcast, KEVIN referred to several facets o 
Investigation which he claims were left unanswered. 
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UNITED STATES CO vE^ IENT ‘ 

~ Memorandum 

5 SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 

• fi 

from : SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (62-1957) (fiBe) 



•■a 



date: 5/2/69 



WBjEcrr KENS ALT ^v'Xr' ' ’ V " ‘ i'V V 



00: Los Angeles 
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*• ' ■ -Sr - 



Re Los Angeles elrtel to Cincinnati, 4/23/69, 

Enclosed for Los Angeles are 22 copies of FD-302 
reflecting Interview with JOHN PUETZ. 



LEAD: 



LOS ANGELES 



At Los Aneeles, California 



-.•Y t . ' - -- 



Will review Information in LA files to identify 
one GARY (phonetic). Last Name Unknown, and/or the person 
charging food and drinks to the KENNEDY bill from the 
Press Room, possibly Room 109, of the Anbassador Hotel, 

In order to identify the person described by JAKES D. NICO, 
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MAY * 1969 
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&AC, UDIANAP0LI3 (62-1957) 
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V. J ate; tos AH0BLS3 (56-156) (P) • ' ‘ r^'r 
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Ra Indianapolla latter 5/2/69* 



Por your Information and completion of your mu. 
theOAffi^eferred to ie undoubtedly GARY WAYNE DOTTERJUW, 

■ Tulsa, Oklahoma, a volunteer advancer man 

' working with JERRY BRUNO of Senator ROBERT 7, KENHEDve staff. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT' 

Memorandum 



l SAC, LOS ANGELES (56-156) 



UBjzcs. KEHSALT 
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t>AXB* 5/5/69 



On 4/22/69, Detective Sergeant HIKE NIELSEN^ 
Los Angles Polic^DeD|rtgeri^^U^Jnit, advised that 
the name of come up In the 

Investigation or the assassltytlotref the late ROBERT P. 
KENNEDY . ^According to NIELSENy* this name was furnished 
to the Los Angeles Police Department by the Office of the 
California State Attorney General. The only Indication 
of possible Imgortanc^t^th^^nvestlgation is that a 
photograph of furnished along 

with the corresponaenc^^WI^TJ^^Worney General's Office 
The original source the 

Attorney General wa s 





According to aptegfelye Jger geant CHARLES COLLINS 
s An 



According to 



uggest 



of the roregoi 



be the girl Xjf the pOIicd d&C MSS i 
been figured in this investigation. 






which has originally 



iflcance 
ght , 



An Interview of the above described individuals 
will be undertaken by the Loa Angeles Police Department 
at which time the results thereof will be made available 
to the Loa Angeles Office. 
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■ Pareuunt to Inotroctl®. LSSSiSSS? 

ob pu#e three, i m *tPuragr»ph,Lo . Youneer. and Deputy Chief 
contact Dietriot Attorney »elloJ. Jouoter, ^ 

Robert A# Houghton of JJ* d jS? a *JJ ve objection to the 
determine It these Indlvi invest ten tlon requested by the 

Bureau conducting JJJiSoufl* Advise the Bureau 

Department a^et forth ^ toe dMioourj. contact. ~ 

and the San Francisco Office or xne «» r 

' no objections are interposed, tod 
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Airtel to Los Angolas, at al. 
ESN SALT 



fiO- 

b1 c 



results of your inquiry leave no doubt as to. tfriL. exact 
relationship that existed between 

and Sirhan B . Sirhan prior to 6 /5/6g^fn^T5^extento 
Influence of Sirhan, if any* 



Additionally, recipient offices should contact 
respective top-level sources to determine if these sources 
are in possession of any Information Indicating a possible, 
conspiracy Involving the CP and/or its members in the 






assassination of the late Senator Kennedy, 

should be specifically queried as to whether 
Sirhan were or are known to them personally and, If so, the 
extent of such knowledge should be fully explo red , For t he 
information of the New fork and Kiami Offices 
described as 




Los An 

photographs of 
offices where nee 



San Fra ncisco should Insure that 

promptly furnished recipient 



Results of the above-requested investigation should 
be submitted in memorandum form suitable for dissemination 
bearing the above caption. This matter must be handled 
maturely and exhaustively and no undue delay will be tolerated. 
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Transmit the following in 



AIRTE 



■ Date: 3/4/69 



f Type in plaintext or code) 



(Priority) 



d DIRECTOR, FBI (62-587) 



FROM : m 'C' SAC, LOS ANGEL3S (56-156) (P) 
- v 

SUBJECT: KENSALT 



bjC 



ReBualrtel 2/27/69. 



On 3/3/69 LYNN COMPTON, who la head, of the District ; 
Attorney’s staff handling the case involving SIRHAN BISHARA 
SIRRAH, was contacted regarding the inquiries made by the 
. Department of Justice, These inquiries were reviewed with Mr* J 
.COKPT0N7’ and he advised that he had no objection tc the FBI 
conducting discreet inquiry in' this matter at this time. He 
furi^a^^dde^tha^^he questions posed by the Department as 

had been resolved to a great degree by 
^^^^nve3tica t ion conducted to date, and that he considered the 
pmmm^ompieted . 

On 3/3/69 Deputy Chief ROBERT A V HOUGHTON, Los Angeles 
Police Department (LAPD), was contacted, and Deputy Chief 
iHQUGHTON advised that he felt inquiries along this line might 
r be better instituted following the conclusion of the current 
\flD trial. He advised that the LAPD, on the basis o 
exam ination and FBI reports, has concluded that j 

connection with the current matter, and that _____ 

ally cooperated in his interviews that were conducted 






In connection with Item 1 of the Department’s request, 
3 - Bureau (AM) 

2 - Miami (44-1880 ) (Alt ){Encs. - 3) 

2 - New York (AM){£tics. - 3) 

2- San Francisco (62-5481) (AM) (Enc* - 1) 

^uyjg.1.. se.-:-,, _ 
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Approved: 



Special Agent in Charge 



Per 



LA 56-156 






the Departmental memorandum notea parenthetically tha 
identified two other persona who were forme r a 
recognized and who werefrienda of SIRHAN. 



indicates that two menus o 



nd SIRHAN were speaking 
ndivi duals , thoug 



Indicate 



also asked 



1 






1233 



with regard to Item 2, the activities 
set forth for June 4 in Los Angeles letterhead iSKnorandum 
dated 1/27/69. 






In connection with the Department's request for 
additional police r^^rt^^the^ar^now in possession of all 
data with regard i^^^HHH^^H^Hfcpect of this matter 



It is anticipated that will possibly 
be utilized by the defense on 3/5/69 as a witness. 










The request of the Department concerning other mem- 
\i*T9 "of the Student Club of the Southern California - District 
Communist Party (SCDCP) la being reviewed. Their Individual 
flies *T*Jh* iT\tr analysed, and it is ant icipated th at fo ~ “ 







these members wn.n>e convac 

nation they may possess regarding statement con 
earns SIRHAN and any information they themserW^naypoasess 
concerning SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN. At the same time, it should 
be noted that there is absolutely no Indication that any members 
of this Club have ever been associated in any way with SIRHAN, 
the SIRHAN family or the assassination of Senator ROBERT KENNEDY 



lseo Division Is origin in the case 
and, accordingly, for the benefit 
ere Is enclosed herewith a photograph of^MH| 

on with their interview of flHRH 
It is noted that the Deparf^^ 



aent in the opening paraara 
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Each office is requested to prepare 

air efforts in an insert form suitable for in- 
clusion in a LHH that will be prepared by Los Angeles. 






named by 
viduals 



The Los Angeles Division will Interview all persona 



and attempt to Identify the two indi- 
3IRHAN met on 5/2/68. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

/> 

SAC* Los Angeles 



Director, TBI 




cats* May 6, 1069 




be furnished the Los Angeles Office upon completion along 
with results of examination. 
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